JESUS REVELATION
Revelation 5 — Worthy Is The Lamb
This final book of the Bible is a vivid and compelling study of what was, what is, and what is to come in the last days. The book is filled with symbolism and imagery, alongside literal history and prophecy encouraging us to beware, and be aware of the signs of the times.
Revelation is the name of the book (not Revelations), and was written by John the Apostle (brother of James, son of Zebedee), writing near the end of the first century (around A.D. 90–96) during the height of the Roman Empire. 
in chapter 4, John sees a door open in heaven and is invited to peek in.  He saw the throne room of God with four living creatures and 24 Elders falling down in worship before the Lord, saying;
Chapter 4: The King James Version presents the last verse this way: 
Revelation 4:11 (KJV) “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
In worship, we take pleasure in Him and He in us. That’s why some of the most deeply fulfilling moments of life happen in worship. Because worshiping God is the very thing we are created to do.
-----------------------------------------------------
Revelation 5:1-3 “Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.”
John now notices something in the hand of the One seated on the throne, a scroll sealed with seven seals. In the ancient world, seals represented authority, ownership, and protection. Important legal documents were often sealed this way.
This scroll appears to contain the unfolding plan of God for judgment, redemption, and the final restoration of all things. After Revelation 5, Jesus begins opening the seals one by one in Revelation 6 and 8.
Then a mighty angel cries out:
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”
Notice the question is not “Who is willing?” The question is “Who is worthy?”
The answer was “No one”.
No angel steps forward. No prophet steps forward. No king steps forward.
No human being even qualifies.
“But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.”
This is one of the most dramatic moments in Revelation.
The destiny of creation seemed uncertain at first because no created being possesses the holiness, authority, and victory necessary to bring about God’s plan.
This shows us something important: humanity can’t save itself. We need a savior!
Revelation 5:4-5 “4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”
John said; “I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy…”
Why is he weeping so intensely?
Because if no one opens the scroll, then evil continues unchecked. Sin remains unresolved. Justice never comes. The world is doomed and redemption never comes.
But then one of the elders speaks hope into the moment:
“Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.”
He is obviously citing the Messianic promises of the Old Testament.
· The “Lion of Judah” comes from Genesis 49 where Jacob prophesied over his sons and declared that the ruler would come from Judah.
· The “Root of David” points to Isaiah 11 and the promise of a coming King from David’s line who would reign forever. (“Isaiah 11 calls the Messiah the ‘Branch’ (Netzer in Hebrew), which may even connect to why Jesus was called a Nazarene.)
The elder is declaring: “The Messiah has come.”, “The King has conquered.”, “Jesus of Nazareth has triumphed.”
Notice something beautiful here. John is weeping as he is observing heaven, to show that the deep sorrow and longing of all creation only finds it’s fulfillment in Jesus.
Revelation 5:6 “6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”
“Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain…”
This may be one of the most astonishing verses in all of Revelation. John hears about a Lion… but when he turns, he sees a Lamb.
Not merely a lamb, but a seemingly “slain Lamb” standing alive in the center of the throne. The scars of sacrifice are still visible.
Jesus is eternally glorified, yet heaven never forgets His sacrifice on the cross.
This remains central in eternity.
Also; The Lamb has seven horns and seven eyes?
· Horns :In Revelation, horns symbolize power and authority. Seven represents fullness and perfection. Jesus possesses complete authority.
· Eyes: The seven eyes represent the fullness of the Spirit of God, complete knowledge, complete awareness, complete divine wisdom.
Revelation 5:7-8 “7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people.”
When Jesus, the Lamb who was slain, took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne, heaven erupted into worship.
The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fall before the Lamb.
(Notice: the same worship directed toward the One seated on the throne in chapter 4 is now directed toward Jesus. This is one of the clearest pictures of the deity of Jesus in all of Scripture. Jesus is worshipped in the very same manner as God seated upon the throne.)
Each of the elders was holding a “harp and golden bowls full of incense”.
· Harps represent the songs of worship, the bowls were full of incense, “which are the prayers of God’s people.”
· Golden Bowls full of incense represent the prayers of God’s people.
(Sometimes you hear the phrase “harp and bowl” worship services. Usually this means an extended time of worship mixed with prayer.)
Think about that for a moment. Our prayers are mixed with heavenly worship before the throne.
Every prayer we pray. Every utterance of praise and worship. God hears every one of them!
Sometimes we wonder if our prayers and our worship penetrate our four walls or rise higher than the ceiling. This shows us that they rise all the way to the throne.
Revelation 5:9-10 “9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain,
    and with your blood you purchased for God
    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,
    and they will reign on the earth.”
“And they sang a new song…” why a new song? Because there is no longer tears of despair that no one is worthy, it is a new song of redemption that has now been fully revealed through Jesus.
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain…”
The worthiness of Jesus is directly connected to His sacrifice.
Not just His miracles., Not just His teaching., Not even His authority as the Son of God.
But His atoning death!
“and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.”
This shows the global invitation of the Gospel. The kingdom of God is not limited to one ethnicity or nation. The Lamb is redeeming people from every tribe and language on earth.
And notice what He makes them: “a kingdom and priests to serve our God.”
He is citing the Torah, (The chapter right before the 10 Commandments).
Exodus 19:6 “…for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”
 Through Jesus, redeemed believers are now grafted into and share in that calling.
The Song Of Heaven:
Revelation 5:11-12 “11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
    and honor and glory and praise!”
Now the worship continues again, but this time John sees “Thousands upon thousands. Ten thousand times ten thousand.” 
“Basically, an ‘innumerable heavenly multitude’ surrounds the throne crying out: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain…To receive power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory and praise!’ In other words, All honor and glory, and every other accolade in the universe ultimately belongs to Jesus.”
Here at the end of the chapter, we see the scope of worship actually expands even farther than we saw before, becoming completely universal. What began with the living creatures and elders now spreads to all creation itself.
Revelation 5:13-14 “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!’ The four living creatures said, ‘Amen,’ and the elders fell down and worshiped.” <>
(Notice this carefully: the worship is now directed both to “Him who sits on the throne” and “to the Lamb.” Once again, Jesus receives the very same worship, glory, and eternal praise as the Father. This is another unmistakable declaration of the deity of Jesus.)
Jesus is exalted to the Highest Place!
Some people say that Jesus is losing popularity and becoming increasingly insignificant in the modern age with the expansion of knowledge, secularism and multiculturism. But honestly, history tells a very different story.

For thousands of years, Jesus and His followers have endured much worse persecution, marginalization, mockery, intellectual attacks, corrupt institutions, and some of the darkest anti-Christian moments in human history, yet He is still being worshipped, followed, preached, and loved by millions upon millions of people across the earth.

In my lifetime, I have seen an exponential increase in churches, worship, Bible-teaching, and communities of believers in every town and city every year.

The dark is certainly getting darker, but the light is getting lighter!

According to the Bible, worship of Jesus will not fade in the end, it will increase.

Philippians says that one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Philippians 2:9-11  “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.”

And that is exactly what Revelation 5 shows us as well.

Sometimes our little corner of modern Western culture can make it seem like faith is disappearing. But all over the world people are still turning to Jesus, still risking their lives for Jesus, still gathering to worship Jesus.

And honestly, when you read Revelation 5, you realize the headlines of the world are temporary, but the throne of Jesus is eternal.

The Lamb who was slain is still worthy.

He is still saving people., Still changing lives., Still building His church.

And one day all creation will join the song heaven is already singing:

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain…”

It is joining the worship already taking place around the throne.

The same song of the elders., The same song of the angels.
The same song that is going on continually, day and night in heaven right now;

“All honor and glory be unto Him…”
