[image: ]JESUS REVELATION
REVELATION 8   “Almighty God, Everlasting Father”
This final book of the Bible is a vivid and compelling study of what was, what is, and what is to come in the last days. The book is filled with symbolism and imagery, alongside literal history and prophecy, encouraging us to beware, and be aware of the signs of the times.
In previous chapters John was given access to the “Throne room of Heaven” and witnessed the great worship around the throne. God was on the throne, holding a scroll with 7 seals. In chapter 6 the Lamb opened six of them which revealed God’s judgement.
Those who were saved during the Tribulation were welcomed into God’s presence and received reward and comfort. 
Revelation 7:17 “For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”<>
This serves as a reminder that Jesus never abandons us, His people. He sees every hardship we face; every rejection, every injustice, every tear, and but also every act of faithfulness. Though His people may suffer for a season, we are never forgotten.
The same Jesus who warned them of persecution, also promised to “shelter them with his presence” and personally wipe away every tear from their eyes.
------------------------------------------------------------
Timeline Check-In: Keep in mind that all the events described in Revelation chapters 6 through 18 portray God's judgment upon the earth during the seven-year Tribulation.
A popular pre-tribulation, premillennial view of biblical eschatology would place these events in the following sequence: (Hypothetically, IF the rapture happened today…)
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· Present Church Age
· The Rapture of the Church — June 21, 2026 (for illustrative purposes)
· Believers "meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17).
· The Seven-Year Tribulation Begins
· Revelation chapters 6–18 unfold during this period.
· The Abomination of Desolation — December 21, 2029
· Occurs at the midpoint of the Tribulation (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15).
· The “Great Tribulation”
· The final three-and-a-half years marked by intensified judgment and persecution.
· The Second Coming of Jesus — June 21, 2033
· Jesus returns visibly and gloriously to establish His kingdom (Matthew 24:29–31; Revelation 19:11–16).
· The Millennial Reign of Jesus
· A literal thousand-year reign on earth (Revelation 20:1–6).
· Final Judgment
· The Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11–15).
· Eternity — Beginning in 3033
· The new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21–22).
While many Christians hold differing views regarding the timing and sequence of these events, this end-times framework remains one of the most widely held positions among evangelicals.
----------------------------
As we move from the seven seals in Revelation 6  and 8, to the seven trumpets in Revelation 8 and 9, and eventually to the seven bowls of judgment later, we see a progressive unfolding of God's judgment upon the earth.
It's a bit like the original Super Mario Bros. video game. Just when you think you've reached the end, another challenge level appears. Each world becomes more difficult, the obstacles intensify, and the stakes grow higher.
The final stage—World 8—culminates in the ultimate confrontation. After navigating increasingly difficult levels, Mario enters Bowser's castle, where he faces King Bowser amid fire, lava, and a relentless barrage of hammers. Unlike the earlier worlds, there are no more false endings or easier paths. The conflict reaches its climax, and only after Bowser falls does Mario finally rescue Princess Peach.
In a similar way, the seventh seal is not the end—it opens the way to the seven trumpets. And the seventh trumpet is not the end—it leads to the seven bowls of God's wrath. Revelation presents these judgments as an escalating series of events, each one increasing in intensity and moving history toward its ultimate conclusion, when evil is finally defeated and God's kingdom is fully established.
Revelation 8
At the end of Revelation 7, John gave us a glimpse of hope amid judgment. He saw the 144,000 sealed servants of God and a countless multitude from every nation standing victoriously before the throne. They had come through the Great Tribulation and now experienced the comfort, protection, and presence of God forever.
Now, in Revelation 8, we return to the unfolding judgments upon the earth.
· The seven seals lead to the seven trumpets.
· The seven trumpets lead to the seven bowls.
· Each series intensifies the severity and scope of God's judgment.
Bear in mind that what we are about to read is symbolism and prophetic vision. While these events describe real future judgments, John communicates them using imagery that can be difficult for us to fully understand.
The Silence Before the Storm
Revelation 8:1 "When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour."
Throughout Revelation, heaven has been filled with activity;
· The living creatures cry, "Holy, holy, holy."
· The twenty-four elders cast their crowns before the throne.
· The angels worship.
· The redeemed sing songs of salvation.
But suddenly, everything stops. For the first time in Revelation, heaven is silent for just a moment.
Why?
Because everyone in heaven recognizes the magnitude of what is about to happen. This is the calm before the storm(s). The judgments that follow will surpass anything the world has ever experienced.
Seven Angels, Seven Trumpets
Revelation 8:2 "And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them."
Trumpets carry a lot of significance as they are used throughout Scripture. They were used to gather God's people, announce important events, call armies to battle, and warn of approaching danger.
The Prayers of God's People
Revelation 8:3–5 "Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God's people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. "Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth."
A censer was a small vessel or container (like a bowl or pan), used for burning incense during worship. John sees an angel ministering before God with a golden censer filled with incense.
Throughout Scripture, incense often symbolizes the prayers of God's people. We see here that our prayers rise before God like a pleasing aroma. The prayers of God's people rise before the throne of God here in Revelation, and God responds by having an angel hurl fire on the earth.
This is a sobering truth: the prayers of God's people participate in God's purposes.
This is why it is so important to “Pray without ceasing” (1st Thessalonians 5:17)
Prayer is more powerful than we probably know. You may not feel it, but by faith you can know that it’s effective. When we really “beseech the Lord”, He responds.
(“Beseech the Lord means” to earnestly, humbly, and urgently ask God for help, mercy, guidance, or intervention.)
Prayer -  the intentional act of speaking to, listening to, & communing with God
Prayer is our direct line of communication with our heavenly Father.
It is not our last resort when everything else has failed—it is our first line of offense
The First Four Trumpets
Revelation 8:6  “Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them.”
The first four trumpets impact the natural world, but notice a repeated phrase: "a third."
Unlike the bowls of judgment, which bring complete devastation, these trumpet judgments are partial. Even in judgment, God demonstrates mercy. These judgments are severe enough to awaken humanity but restrained enough to allow time for repentance.
The First Trumpet: The Land Struck
Revelation 8:7 “The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.”
This imagery seems a lot like the plagues of Egypt during Moses’ time.
Possibly hailstorms? Massive wildfires? Volcanic eruptions? John sees hail, fire, and blood falling upon the earth, resulting in widespread destruction. A third of the earth, trees, and grass are consumed.
The Second Trumpet: The Seas Struck
Revelation 8:8–9 “The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.”
John says it was "something like" a mountain. Perhaps he is describing a massive meteor or asteroid impact or a volcanic island collapsing into the ocean. Probably something beyond John's ability to fully describe.
The result is catastrophic: A third of the sea turns to blood, a third of marine life dies, a third of ships are destroyed.
Which implies that global commerce and food supplies are devastated.
The Third Trumpet: Fresh Water Struck
Revelation 8:10–11 “The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 11 the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter.”
This great star that fell from the sky is called "Wormwood," which is the actual name of a plant associated in the Bible with bitterness and sorrow. (In CS Lewis’s book The Screwtape Letters, Wormwood is the nephew and apprentice of the Demon Screwtape.) 
It’s possible that this was a meteor or asteroid that contaminated the waters? Whatever it was the result was that many people died.
The Fourth Trumpet: The Heavens Struck
Revelation 8:12 “The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.”

A third of the sun, moon, and stars were darkened. This could possibly be atmospheric debris from previous catastrophes obscure the sky?
Again, we should avoid “dogmatic conjecture”.  We simply don’t know exactly what these revelations represented. Remember, John is describing what he saw in prophetic vision.
The effect is unmistakable: darkness covers the earth and all of humanity experiences increasing fear and uncertainty.
Finally: The Eagle's Warning
Revelation 8:13 "As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!” <>
Who is this eagle?
Some scholars believe this is a literal eagle commissioned by God. Others understand it symbolically as an angelic messenger. The important point is not the identity of the messenger but the urgency of the message.
Three “woes” remain. As terrible as the first four trumpets have been, even greater judgments are yet to come as the final three trumpets remain (next chapter). The eagle announces to the world: "You haven't seen the worst of it yet."
Revelation reminds us that God's judgments are never random or impulsive, they serve as warnings, calling people to repentance before it is too late.
This is the part of Revelation that is not for the light-hearted. I know many churches do not teach on Revelation because it is hard to squeeze a nice, comfortable, feel-good sermon out of some of the chapters. But it IS the Word of God. 
These images can be really disturbing and scary, yet for those who have placed their faith in Jesus, these scenes are not meant to leave us in fear. They are meant to remind us of who our Father is. He is;
“… the Almighty God and Everlasting Father.” (Isa. 9:6)
Our hope is that we will not have to face these apocalyptic judgments of God in the Great Tribulation. But that does not mean that we don’t face hardships, storms, and catastrophes even right now. We do! And for some, they are very severe.
But let us not forget. Our Heavenly Father knows us and hears every prayer that rises from our hearts. Not one cry for help or tear goes unheard.  
He is never distant from us. He is not indifferent toward what concerns us, stresses us, or even scares us. And He is definitely not surprised by the adversity we face in this world.
He is the Almighty God and Everlasting Father who invites us to come to Him, to trust Him, and to rest securely in His care.
And because of this, we do not have to fear anything about today OR tomorrow. 
We can trust Him even when we cannot understand His plans.
Psalm 91:1-2,4  “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress,
    my God, in whom I trust.”
>>>
4 He will cover you with his feathers,
    and under his wings you will find refuge.”

Psalm 46:10-11 “He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
… The LORD Almighty is with us!’
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