[image: ]REVELATION 2 - “First Love & False Teaching”
Our Series: “Jesus Revelation” is based on the first verse in the Book of Revelation which says;
Revelation 1:1 “The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place.”
This final book of the Bible is a vivid and compelling study of what was, what is, and what is to come in the last days. The book is filled with symbolism and imagery, alongside literal history and prophecy encouraging us to beware, and be aware of the signs of the times.
Revelation is the name of the book (not Revelations),  and was written by John the Apostle (brother of James, son of Zebedee), writing near the end of the first century (around A.D. 90–96) during the height of the Roman Empire. 
By this point, all the other apostles had been martyred according to tradition, and the church had spread throughout the Roman Empire. John was the last survivor, exiled to the Island of Patmos where he received this “revelation:” and wrote it. 
Because it is the “Revelation of Jesus Christ,” we will look for Jesus’ message to us in every chapter. Some chapters are filled with heavenly worship; others are filled with God’s wrath and judgment. 
[image: ]Because it is the Word of God, it is; “living and active” (Heb. 4:12), it will not return void (Isa. 55:11), and it is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). So let’s buckle our seatbelts and prepare for an exciting adventure as we continue this study the book of Revelation!
Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to; Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
In Revelation chapter 2 and beyond, we see Jesus speaking directly to the churches. They were actual churches that represented the locations they were situated in, but serve as archetypes for all churches, and individuals who make up the church through the ages. He is present among them, fully aware of their works, their endurance, and their suffering. He commends them where they are faithful, He honors what is genuine, but He also addresses what has gone wrong and gives rebuke and correction.  
First, He confronts false teaching that has made its way into most of the churches. Second, He exposes unauthenticity, which is also either a threat to the church or already present within the churches.. Third, He calls out a lost first love, where devotion has cooled off, even while the motions continue.
As we listen to Jesus speak to the churches in Revelation 2–3, His judgment comes through clearly, but it is not the voice of condemnation. It is the voice of “him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood” (Rev. 1:5). 
He sees fully and speaks honestly because He truly loves His people.
REVELATION 2
To the Church in Ephesus
Revelation 2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.”
This is exactly how Jesus was described when John first saw him in Chapter 1 verse 12, holding the seven stars (angels) and walking among the lampstands (churches). He begins by addressing the first, and most famous church in the region; Ephesus. 
Acts 19 tells us that Ephesus was a church that Paul started with a small group of John the Baptist’s followers, who became filled with the Holy Spirit and experienced a tremendous move of God. It was a city filled with Paganism and the Great Temple of Artemas (Diana) one of the wonders of the Ancient World. He taught there for three years, leaving tearfully 40 years ago at this point, warning that false teachers would come, and they apparently did.
Revelation 2:2 “I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.”
This is all good news. They are commended for their hard work, perseverance, and exposing imposters.
Revelation 2:4 “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.”
They were hardworking, perseverant, and intolerant of falsehood, but had lost the love and passion they once had. This church was one that showed the most love and passion in their hearts for the Lord, and for each other. In Acts 20 we read about their emotional response to Paul’s departure;
 Acts 20:37-38 “They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again.”
Apparently they lost that type of love and passion, and likely became cold-hearted and legalistic. Jesus told them to repent. However, He did commend them on one last point;
Revelation 2:6 “But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”
The Bible does not tell us who the Nicolaitans are. There may be a historical connection to someone named “Nicolas” but the Bible does not confirm it. What is clear is the behavior and teaching of the Nicolaitans—compromise with idolatry and immorality—and that is what Jesus condemns.
Then we hear one of the many “prophetic exhortations” found throughout the Book of Revelation. It’s the Lord’s way of saying, “Open the ears of your heart,” (much like “the eyes of your heart.)” In other words, listen and read spiritually, hearing what is being said beyond the obvious.
Revelation 2:7 “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”
Thus is amazing! Jesus is restoring to mankind “The right to eat from the tree of life” from way back in Genesis 2–3. The tree of life represented ongoing life in God’s presence before sin entered. Humanity lost access to it after the fall. But here Jesus is saying that access will be restored to those who remain faithful!.
To the Church in Smyrna
Revelation 2:8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again.”
Again, he is describing Himself with the same details he revealed in chapter 1;
 “I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!” Rev 1:17-18
Revelation 2:9 “I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”
This verse, (which is very similar to Revelation 3:9), has been the source of much deceptive and antisemitic rhetoric lately. There are those from diverse spiritual backgrounds and extreme sides of the political spectrum that make claims against Jewish people based on this verse. I have heard everything from conspiracy theories questioning the ethnicity of Ashkenazi Jews, to antisemitic rants about how orthodox Jews are agents of Satan trying to take over the world. It’s a lot of “FALSE TEACHING” that the Devil uses to spread hate and cast doubt on God’s word and His people.
The verse starts with “ I know your poverty, yet you are rich” describing that although the Smyrna church may not be materially wealthy, they are rich with the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. In fact this is one of only two churches that Jesus found nothing wrong with. 
But what about; “those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan”?
Keep in mind that the word “Christian”, although it existed in some circles, was not the common word that would describe the “Lord’s people”; that word was “Jew”. John, who was writing this, along with all the other Apostles were Jews, who never took on the name “Christian”. (that became common in later centuries. “Christian” means “Messianic”. Christ = Messiah))

In the first century there were also those who aligned with the evils of Rome yet identified as faithful “Jews”. Herod was one of them. It’s very similar to today where we have those who say they are Christians and in reality, are not. Their lives resist the authority of Jesus and submission to the Word of God. In fact many of them, like Herod, show more allegiance to those who Jesus calls the “Prince of this world” (Satan), than to the Prince of Peace (Jesus).
Revelation 2:10-11 “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.” 11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death.”
Jesus Himself was faithful even to death and was raised to everlasting life, and that same hope is given to us. The “second death” points to Book of Revelation 20, where death and Hades are thrown into the lake of fire. In the end, Jesus brings final judgment and ultimately puts death itself to death.
Rev. 20:14 “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.”
To the Church in Pergamum
Revelation 2:12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.”
Again, another phrase taken from chapter one. “coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword.” (Rev. 1:16)
Revelation 2:13 “I know where you live”, where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives.”
Pergamum was known for being a major center for temples to Zeus, Athena, and the cult of Asclepius associated with serpents. It was also leading center for emperor worship, which meant if you didn’t worship the emperor, you could be put to death, which apparently happened to a faithful believer named Antipas.
Revelation 2:14 “Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”
That story comes from the Book of Numbers (ch.22–25).
Balaam was a prophet-for-hire, and Balak was the king of Moab. Balak wanted Balaam to curse Israel, but God would not allow it. So he found another way—he taught Balak how to weaken Israel from within through Idolatry (worshiping false gods) and Sexual immorality.
Revelation 2:17 “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.”
He gives another prophetic exhortation, and mentions two rewards;
“Hidden manna” - God’s fed the children of Israel in the desert with manna from above. Here we see that the faithful will be given spiritual provision—real life, real sustenance, found only in Jesus, and not in the world.
“White Name-stones”  - The Chief Priests in the temple wore an ephod (uniform) that had twelve name-stones of  each tribe. Here we see that we will be given new name-stones from the Lord. 
Isa. 62:2 “You shall be called by a new name, Which the mouth of the Lord will name.”
To the Church in Thyatira
Revelation 2:18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.”
“Eyes like blazing fire” and whose “feet are like burnished bronze”. Another repeat description of Jesus from chapter 1.
Revelation 2:19 “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.”
It starts with a wonderful commendation, but you know what’s coming…
Revelation 2:20 “Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.”
The original “Jezebel” in 1st Kings was an evil seductress who; promoted idolatry (worship of Baal), opposed God’s prophets, and led Israel into spiritual and moral corruption. Jesus is calling out that same influence in Thyatira, whether it’s an ‘actual woman’ or a ‘spiritual influence’ that causes the church to compromise and embrace immorality. 
Revelation 2:24 “Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25 except to hold on to what you have until I come.’”
Even in this corrupt church, there were those who refused to compromise, who chose to stay faithful to God and His word. To those he says, “hold on” and endure to the end. There is reward awaiting those who are faithful, even in an environment of corruption and immorality.
And here it is;
Revelation 2:26 “To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from my Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” <>

The chapter ends with another Prophetic Exhortation, “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” This one comes with a promise that those who are faithful will inherit the authority that Jesus received from the Father. And will be given the “light of Jesus” himself (the bright and morning star) after a period of darkness.

The churches of Revelation in many ways, represent our churches today, and even us as individuals. There is warning to resist deception and immorality, and reward for those who stay faithful.

Hebrews 10:36 “You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.”

CLOSING: The verse that stays with me in this chapter, was to the church in Ephesus;

Revelation 2:4-5 “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works,”

The church of Ephesus went from being a church filled with love for the Lord, love for people, and love for the work of the Kingdom in the surrounding cities (in Acts 19 & 20); to becoming callous, legalistic, and passionless about God. How often do we find ourselves slipping into that sort of indifference as well?

“…left your First Love!” There are so many marriage counseling books, retreats, courses and teachings that use the title “First Love”, because marriages need reminders from time to time of what our relationships were like when we were first courting, dating, pursuing, and falling in love. 

[Example: “Just Love” ring tradition ️ - it’s a way to remember our first love.]
Think about when you first came to love the Lord. The passion you had for learning the Bible, spending time in prayer, telling your friends about Him, and just being in His presence.  Sometimes those passions can wear off, or get crowded out by the things of life. It’s always good to stop, renew your commitment to Him and tell Him you love Him. He loves us, more than we can ever fully know, and desires for us to love Him too. <>
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