“Watch What Happens…”                                                                                R. Giglio 4-17-26

Trusting the Faithfulness of God’s Word
Throughout the Bible, the scriptures bring forth many promises of blessing that are tied to faith and obedience. It’s a concept theologians call “Covenant Conditionality”. Which basically says; “If you act in faith, or are obedient to God’s will, then good things will happen to you, If you don’t, you may either miss out on the blessings or worse, be subject to harsh consequences.” 

Example; When Solomon in all his riches and wisdom, built the much-anticipated Temple, (the one David longed to build but was not permitted by God), he built it to the exact specifications that God put forth. Then he dedicated it and the Lord filled the whole place with glory and fire, with thousands of people celebrating and worshiping all day long. It was a tremendous celebration. 

That night the Lord spoke to Solomon about what to do, if things turn bad, and don’t go so well;
2nd Chronicles 7:12-13 “the LORD appeared to him at night and said: I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,”
Then…
2nd Chronicles 7:14a “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways.. 
Watch what happens;
2nd Chronicles 7:14b “then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
This is a classic example of “Covenant Conditionality”, where God promises blessing, but it is predicated upon our faith and obedience. If you do this, here’s what will happen.

IMPORTANT: This is not “Conditional Love”, God loves us unconditionally whether we are obedient or not, but much like our earthly parents, rewards and blessing are often tied to our behavior and obedience.  

It’s very important to remember that salvation is something that we could never be obedient enough to attain, maintain behavior that is righteous enough to deserve salvation, so it must be received “by Grace through Faith”.
Eph. 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

But so much of our lives are a product of reaping and sowing. In other words reaping the blessing of God in our lives, our work, our families, our finances, and even our health, as a result of sowing (cultivating) blessing in our lives though faith, obedience, and trusting in God and His word.
Gal. 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.”
Just like the farmers who are planting (sowing) seeds this time of year in hopes to reap in the coming months, God wants to us to sow His word and reap the blessing. There are always exceptions, In fact Paul quotes Moses, who quotes the Lord;

Romans 9:15 “For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”

He reserves the right to bless whom He will, but His desire for us is to sow in faith and reap the blessing.

It’s so important as mature Christians to fully understand this concept of “Sowing and reaping” and not confuse it with “Merit Theology”.

Merit Theology is the belief that a person can earn God’s favor, blessing, or acceptance through their own actions, obedience, or moral effort.

In other words; “If I do enough good, then God will give me what I want.”
It assumes;
· God’s approval is achieved, not given 
· Blessing is earned, not received 
· God’s Grace needs assistance from human effort to be awarded.

These assumptions do not fully represent the grace of God, which is “Unmerited favor”

Romans 11:6 “And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.”

Then there is another, more presumptuous belief called the “Prosperity Gospel”, or “Name it, Claim it” theology. 
It’s a similar misinterpretation of God’s word that says instead of earning, we can demand from God all the promises and blessings that we desire in life, simply by having enough faith to claim what is rightfully ours from God, and insist that He give us what He promised us in His word. 
This usually includes privileged lives, filled with wealth, prosperity, good fortune, and anything we desire if we “claim” God’s word over every situation.
In other words; If you have enough faith, speak the right words, and give generously, God will bless you with health, wealth, and success in this life. It’s sometimes called the; “Health and wealth gospel” or “Word of faith” 
It’s like treating God as a Heavenly vending machine; you put faith and money in, and it dispenses whatever you insist on having to come out.
They often misuse this verse that “seems” to carry their message;
Mark 11:24 “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”
Notice that Jesus is telling His disciples to “ask in prayer”, after He had already taught them how to pray; “give us this day our daily bread” (not a year’s supply”), and “YOUR will be done” (not MY will be done). Jesus receives our faith-filled prayers, but in the context of a surrendered life to God’s will. 
This type of theology was very popular when I was a young Christian, and many of my friends bought into it. After seeing so many abuses of this type of teaching, and worse; the fall-out of people going from hyper-faith to unbelief after the disappointment of this “genie in a bottle” approach to God failed to deliver. Often times people were hurt, bewildered and suffered spiritual decline.
James 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”
So, I tended to swing the complete other way. Believing that God is only going to provide you with very little, and anything else you want or need you must do for yourself. In essence, “God helps those who help themselves”. You better earn as much as you can, and take care of your own needs, because God will not provide anything for you other than what He promised to the birds of the air and flowers of the field (food and clothing). But these extreme breeds self-sufficiency, pride, and lack of faith and trust in God.
So which is it? Claim all that we want and need from God, or go out and make it happen and provide for ourselves?
I have found this phrase to prove true in my life;
“TRUST IN GOD, AND WATCH WHAT HAPPENS”
There are so may verses that employ the concept of God’s “Covenant Conditionality” that’s still based on trust and faith in our relationship with Him as our heavenly father.
We will look at several verses that basically tell us; IF you do this, THEN this will happen. 
Greek scholars call this Protasis & Apodosis
Protasis = the “if” clause  /  Apodosis = the “then” result
Example:  In Matthew 6, as Jesus was giving the Sermon on the Mount, He observed His new disciples worrying about what they will eat, or drink, or wear if they drop everything and follow Him;
He said to them;
Matthew 6:31 “do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.” 
Then he gives them one of the most famous “Protasis & Apodosis Promises” in the Bible;
1. SEEK
Matthew 6:33a “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, AND… [watch what happens]…
Matthew 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and…all these things will be given to you as well.”


2.  DELIGHT
Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself also in the Lord AND… [watch what happens]…
Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself also in the Lord… and He shall give you the desires of your heart.”
In other words, take delight in the Lord and things within His Word and His will, then watch what happens…
When we delight in the Lord, He gives us not the “object of our desires”, but the “desires themselves”, to do His will, to see His kingdom advance, and darkness be overcome with the Light of Jesus. He gives us the actual desires of our heart and fulfills them. 

3. ABIDE
John 15:7a “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,…[watch what happens]
John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,…you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.”
When you abide in Jesus, and live with His living word hidden in your heart, it transforms you from the inside out. You begin to ask differently, and pray differently because the desires within you are breathed into you by the Holy Spirit, and you begin to ask according to His will, and see your prayers answered and His hand at work powerfully in your life.
James 5:16 “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”
When we begin to really spend time and abide in Him… suddenly our prayers start getting answered more frequently, not because God changed…but because we did.

4. TRUST
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding;
6 in all your ways submit to him, AND… [watch what happens]
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding;
6 in all your ways submit to him, …and he will make your paths straight.”
It’s so tempting to “lean on our own understanding”, as we navigate through life, make decisions, and prioritize our values, time, and resources. But “leaning on our own understanding” is the opposite of trusting God and acknowledging Him. We need to believe that His ways are higher, and His thoughts are wiser than our own, otherwise how could we trust Him in the important decisions of life. That belief requires “faith” and “without faith it is impossible to please God”
God’s word is proven and true, His ways are wiser than ours and He loves us more than we know. When we truly trust Him, He does not disappoint, He makes the crooked, winding, difficult paths of our lives straight, so that we can navigate them in peace and wisdom. 
Isaiah 42:16 “I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.”

5. WISDOM
James 1:5a “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, AND …[watch what happens]
James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”
So many times when we need answers, solutions, or just plain wisdom in situations, we tend to look elsewhere, friends, the internet, AI (ChatGPT, Grok, Claude), etc., when we are given the invitation by God, to simply ask God who gives generously without finding fault. His wisdom is greater than anything we can find elsewhere.
However, there is another condition to this promise;
James 1:6-8 “But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.”
Either you trust in God or you don’t. If you trust God, you need to take Him at His word, and believe. Otherwise you cannot expect his Word to take effect in your life, especially if you don’t believe it.
It’s like trusting God with part of your heart and leaning mostly on your own understanding…then, watch what happens…

6. HUMILITY
James 4:10a “Humble yourselves before the Lord, AND …[watch what happens]
James 4:10 “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and …he will lift you up.”
God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble. When we take the posture of a humble servant, the Lord delights in lifting us up to a place of honor and prominence. He tells us that if we are faithful in small things, He will trust us with greater things.  
This is so true in scripture with examples throughout the Bible; Joseph, Moses, David, Ruth, Daniel, even the apostles.
1st Peter 5:5-7 “5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”

7. SIN
1 John 1:9a “If we confess our sins, …[watch what happens].
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Confessing our sins means many things;
1. We acknowledge that what we are confessing is in fact a sin
2. We admit our fault in acting or participating in sin.
3. We humble ourselves and admit that we need forgiveness.
His response is that he not only forgives our sins, but cleanses us of all unrighteousness.
1 John 2:1-2 “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
 Confess your sins, and watch what happens!

8. SALVATION
This is the clearest and perhaps most important “watch what happens” Protasis & Apodosis Promises in all of Scripture;
Romans 10:9a “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, …[watch what happens].
Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
If you confess with your mouth the “Lordship of Jesus”, in other words that HE is your Lord, you are subservient to Him, and subject to His will and His word…
AND
Believe “in your heart”, not just superficially, not just believing partially with room for doubt, not just “admit”, but truly believe what some consider the hardest truth to accept about Jesus “His literal resurrection from the dead” and all that it implies, then
WATCH WHAT HAPPENS…YOU WILL BE SAVED!
So much is predicated on this last verse. Your relationship with God, your place in His kingdom, your eternal destiny!
Believing in your heart is a very powerful thing.
John 1:12 “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him…(Watch what happens), …shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:18 “…but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son!”

Closing: “Step Out in faith and Watch What Happens”
Here’s the question: What would happen if you actually took God at His word in these and other scriptures?
Not just accepted it in theory…but lived it, believed it, put your trust upon it.
Every one of these verses, (and there are many more), is an invitation. God is saying: “Take the step, trust me, believe in my word,… and watch what happens.”
Not because it’s just a formula that happens to work…But because He is your loving heavenly father, and knows your need. He is faithful, and wants you to experience blessing in every area of your life on earth, and eternity with Him in heaven.

God’s love for us is unconditional, but His blessing in our lives often depends on our faith in Him, and obedience to His word.
