“PSALM SUNDAY”        March 29th, 2026  

In our journey through the Gospel of Matthew, we have studied all that Jesus was, did, spoke, taught, and fulfilled concerning the Messianic prophecies spoken about Him throughout the scriptures. He did everything that was required of Messiah up to the final week before the cross.

The people of Israel, particularly the religious leaders in Jerusalem, knew the scriptures well. They spent their whole lives studying and waiting for Messiah to reveal Himself. Because of their preconceived idea that the Messiah would come as a conquering monarch overthrowing the political powers of world, like Rome and Herod, Jesus came in humility, not in status, and He gathered ordinary men, not the religious elite, but showed the power and authority of God in everything He did and spoke. Still the very ones who should have recognized Him rejected Him. 

The people knew however, that when Messiah comes, two things would happen; one is that He would come into Jerusalem on a donkey (according to Zech 9:9), and two they would proclaim the Messiah Psalms over Him that are reserved for the Messiah when He comes. This is an important part of Jesus Messianic fulfillment and why I call this day “Psalm Sunday”.

Psalm 118:22-27 “The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone; 23 the LORD has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 24 The LORD has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad. 25 LORD, save us!
    LORD, grant us success! 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
    From the house of the LORD we bless you. 27 The LORD is God,
    and he has made his light shine on us.”

We have been tracking Jesus through the gospel of Matthew. We’ve seen him come from relative obscurity to an instantly famous teacher, healer and miracle worker in Northern Galilee. He has collected 12 Apostles and is being followed by massive crowds. Meanwhile the Pharisees are plotting with the Herodians on how they can capture him and put him to death.  

All along the way, from the time He was born, along with his teaching and miracle-working, Jesus has been accomplishing an important mission; fulfilling the Messianic prophecies that were written of Him since ancient times. 
The Gospel of Matthew alone, records over 20 times that Jesus said or did something that “Fulfilled What Was Spoken”, in other words, if He is truly the Messiah, these are the criteria that need to be met. 

It starts from even before he was born;
1. The Virgin Birth
· Matthew 1:22–23 …“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet…” (Isaiah 7:14)
2. Born in Bethlehem
· Matthew 2:5–6 …“For thus it is written by the prophet…” (Micah 5:2)
3. Called Out of Egypt
· Matthew 2:14–15 …“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet…” (Hosea 11:1)
4. The Slaughter of the Innocents
· Matthew 2:17–18 …“Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet…” (Jeremiah 31:15)
5. Called a Nazarene
· Matthew 2:23 …“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene.’” (Nazar = “ root” Isaiah 11:1)
6. Ministry in Galilee
· Matthew 4:13–16 …“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet…” (Isaiah 9:1–2)
7. Healing Ministry
· Matthew 8:16–17 …“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet…” (Isaiah 53:4)
8. Teaching in Parables
· Matthew 13:34–35 …“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet…” (Psalm 78:2)
(Then as we see in Matthew 27);
9. Betrayal for Thirty Pieces of Silver
· Matthew 27:9–10 …“Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet…” (*Linked to Zechariah 11:12–13, with Jeremiah themes)
10. Casting Lots for His Garments
· Matthew 27:35 (textual note: included in some manuscripts) …“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet…” (Psalm 22:18. Psalm 22 is filled with crucifixion references and details)
Jesus knew these prophecies well. He knew that He was the “chosen one of God” and as he walked through life, step by step, day by day, that these and many other prophecies were being fulfilled all around Him.  He also knew that the remaining prophecies had to do with his betrayal, his trial before the religious leaders, his torture and suffering, and His death and resurrection. 

But there was another prophecy not yet fulfilled. One that was public and unique, and required a donkey.

Zech. 9:9 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

This prophecy in Zechariah 9:9 was different than the others and not just because it involved a donkey. 
In most of the earlier fulfillments, Matthew is pointing to things that happened around Jesus; where He was born, where He lived, what others did, events that unfolded under God’s hand. Jesus is the center of them, but He is not actively staging those moments. 
But in Matthew 21 “The Triumphal Entry” is something Jesus intentionally orchestrates. He tells the disciples to go get the donkey, He rides into Jerusalem in a very specific way, and He is consciously and brazenly stepping into Zechariah 9:9. This is not something happening to Him, this is something He is deliberately fulfilling.
This prophecy required him to make a public proclamation of himself as King and Messiah, and would definitely set off a chain of events that would rapidly lead to His arrest, torture and crucifixion.
When he fulfilled this one, he knew that the end would come quickly…

The Triumphal Entry

Matt 21:1-11 (NIV)
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

This story takes place in all four gospels:
· Matthew 21:1-11
· Mark 11:1-9
· Luke 19:28-40
· John 12:12-15
· Matthew and John mention the verse in  Zechariah 9:9, “riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
· All but Luke mention "branches", 
· Only John specifies "palm branches". 
Matthew and Luke include the admonishment by the Pharisees and the reply by Jesus. 
(*Bethpage and Bethany are both towns on the slope of Mount of Olives. Mount of Olives is the elevation just EAST of Jerusalem across the Kidron Valley and gives the best view of the City of Jerusalem, The Temple Mount and the Easter Gate.)
FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY:
*Matt 21:4  “This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
JESUS KNEW what this meant and so did many of the people and the Pharisees. 

It wasn’t just a pleasant pony ride into town. He was either an extremely audacious imposter, OR He IS the Messiah!

MATTHEW 21:9 “The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,  “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
They were quoting the central PSALM, to Psalm Sunday- “The Messiah Phrase”
Psalm 118:25-26 “25 LORD, save us! LORD, grant us success! 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.”
(The sacred phrase was being saved for Messiah when He finally comes.)

HOSANNA – (“SAVE US”) – Is not so much a name, or even a praise, but a cry for help.
The Hebrew words Yasha (“deliver, save”) and anna (“beg, beseech”) combine to form the word that, in English, is “hosanna.” Literally, hosanna means “I beg you to save!” or “please deliver us!”
It’s followed by the words, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” 
This is very much a “praise phrase”, AND the “Messiah Welcome Proclamation”
All four gospels present different renditions of these words. If you added them all up and paraphrased them, they would be something like this:

“Save us, our Messiah, who comes to fulfill God’s mission! Save us, we beseech you, as you take your rightful throne and extend heaven’s salvation to us!”
It was a worship event like no other that ever been!
This is the most fantastic Worship Celebration that Jerusalem has ever experienced because Jesus was being worshiped right there in Jerusalem. (Much like 2 Samuel 6 when David came up to Jerusalem with the Ark of the Covenant – dancing with all his might unto the Lord.) THE WORSHIP of JESUS is the central theme of this passage. 
PHARISEES RESPONSE:
Luke 19:39-40 “Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
Jesus once again demonstrated that He had all authority over even the natural world. Including the wind and the waves, the laws of gravity & flotation, sickness, disease and even mortality. IF the crowds did not worship him in this divine moment, then God would have allowed even the stones to become animated and cry out in praise and worship.
(I WISH THEY WOULD HAVE KEPT QUIET JUST FOR A MOMENT-  It would have been incredible! You can imagine how much it would have freaked out the Pharisees if Jesus had told the people to BE SILENT and the stones began to cry out…)
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
Let’s take a look at this phrase:
“Hosanna ,  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
Hosanna (Hoshi-ana) -  “Lord Save Us”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Baruch Haba Beshem Adonai)
The welcome for the Messiah to come.

Lastly, I always like to consider “The Donkey”. I think about the donkey in the story of the Triumphal entry. He is sometimes overlooked, but is in reality the most significant donkey in the history of the universe.

All he did was lift up Jesus and carry him on his back to the place where people could experience Him. Whether it’s to cry to him for help “Hosanna” or to worship Him as Lord “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”

That’s our job as well! Lift Him up in praise, and carry him to the people who desperately need him.  Jesus promises us:

John 12:32 “if I be lifted up from the earth I will draw all people unto myself”.

People are in desperate need of hope, comfort, assurance, healing and salvation that can only be found in Jesus. People NEED Jesus in their lives, whether they know it or not. YOU and I are given the job of bringing Him to them. 

That’s what we are to do, as individuals, and as a church.   
What does that look like in your life? Starting up a conversation, reaching out to an old friend, get to know a neighbor, Invite someone to church (every week). Make the most of every situation. 

In your homes, schools, towns, communities, neighborhoods, at your jobs etc. 
the most important thing you can do, in fact the only thing you can do with eternal significance is to Lift up Jesus in all you do, till the day we go to Him, or He comes for us. 

Lift up Jesus, and bring Him to the people who need Him. Watch what happens…
He will draw people to himself through you!

