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Matthew 28 – The Resurrection

Since August 3rd of last year we have been in a series studying the Gospel of Matthew, 
When we introduced The Gospel of Matthew we said;
Beginning - When Matthew opens his Gospel, he begins with a bold declaration:
“This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” (Matthew 1:1)
With one sentence, Matthew connects Jesus to the story of Israel, the promises of the covenants, and the hope of the prophets. Throughout his Gospel, Matthew repeatedly uses one phrase that becomes the heartbeat of his narrative:
“This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet.” (Series Title)
This is Matthew’s way of showing us that this is not a new religion, or an interruption of God’s plan; Jesus is its perfect fulfillment. Every prophecy, every shadow in the Torah, every longing in the Psalms, and every promise in the Prophets finds its “fulfillment in Him.
Matthew reveals a deeply Jewish Messiah who came not to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17). He writes to a Jewish audience familiar with the Scriptures, yet his Gospel reaches far beyond Israel to embrace the nations.
We said that by the end of this study, we will:
· See Jesus more clearly in His Jewish context.
· Understand how both the Old and the New Testament form one unified story.
· Learn what Jesus preached about the Kingdom of God.
· Be equipped to proclaim the truth of Messiah who “came to fulfill that which was spoken.”
Now we have come to the end of our study and the end of the series. We believe that we’ve done all these things. We’ve explored every statement throughout this gospel where Jesus “Fulfilled that Which Was Spoken” of Him by the prophets, and that He himself claimed would happen while He was still with them except one… 
The Resurrection!

The Hebrew scripture tell us that the Messiah would be “raised to life” even after He had died;
Psalm 16:10 “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see decay.”

David writes this, but it goes beyond him, because David did die and his body saw decay.  Peter tell the religious leaders in Acts 2 that this prophecy was written by David ABOUT Jesus: His body did not remain in the grave long enough to decompose. It’s a direct prophetic hint that the Messiah would rise from the dead.
Isaiah 53:11 “After he has suffered, he will see the light of life…”
So once again, in order for Jesus to truly be who we say He is, “The Messiah, son of the Living God”, and “fulfill what was spoken about Him”, He would need to do the most impossible act that has ever been known to mankind, “Rise from the dead”!
That brings us to our final chapter, and the last in our series, “Chapter 28 of Matthew”, “The Resurrection”!
As we continue, Let’s first look back at the end of Matthew 27, just after Jesus was crucified;
Matt 27:55-66 “55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. 
62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” <>
Jesus’ lifeless body was dead in the tomb, watched by Guards until the third day…

Then IT HAPPENED!

MATTHEW 28
Matthew 28:1 “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.”
The “Sabbath” is the Jewish Shabbat (Friday sundown to Saturday sundown), but during Passover week it carried extra weight because it coincided with a festival “high Sabbath” because it immediately followed Passover which is why Jesus’ body was buried quickly before it began and why no one returned to the tomb until it ended; 

Then, at the earliest possible moment “dawn on the first day of the week” (Sunday), Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” (the mother of James and Joseph) came to the tomb, not expecting the resurrection, but coming in devotion to honor His body. 
They had hoped that someone would help them roll the tombstone away so they could anoint Jesus body but were not sure who would help.

Mark 16:1-3 “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”

It was then that they experienced the power of God at work at the tomb!

Matthew 28:4 “There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.”

The angel of the Lord came down and rolled the giant tombstone away and terrified the Romans guards so much that they fainted.

Matthew 28:5-7 “The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

This was clearly a Messenger Angel who had come to give the message “He has risen!”. He affirmed that words that Jesus spoke to them about all this were true, and told them to go a bring the message of the Resurrection to His disciples. He closes with “Now I have told you.” (As a messenger angel, he did his job.)

Matthew 28:8 “So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.”

Think about the feeling that was described here, “afraid yet filled with joy!” They were still in emotional shock trying to process this internally. They were just settling into grief after witnessing the death of the most loving, special, and extraordinary person they had ever known. Now, they were visited by an angel who said “He Is Alive” and they were instructed to “go quickly” and tell the others, so were running as fast as they could, filled with fear but filled with joy!  Wow! Have you ever felt that much emotion all at once, fear, joy, excitement, shock, exhilaration?!?!

As they were “running”, they “ran” right into Jesus!

Matthew 28:9-10 “Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

It was Jesus - alive and well. He tells them that they will all meet up again in Galilee, there hometown region where He met them all, and began His ministry. He wants to gather them, encourage them, affirm them, and ultimately commission them with the Great Commission. The Finished work of the cross and resurrection are done and now it is time to tell the world.

The “Good News of the Gospel” versus the “Fake News of the Pharisees”:
Just as the truth of the “Good News of the Gospel” is being prepared to go out to the nations, the “Fake News of the Pharisees” is being devised and propagated to try to destroy it.

Matthew 28:11-15 “While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.”

This is the earliest false narrative that tries to contradict the literal resurrection. Since that time there have been many more;

1.Hallucination Theory  - Claim: Disciples experienced grief-induced hallucinations of Jesus. (David Friedrich Strauss),  2. Wrong Tomb Theory  - Claim: The women and disciples went to the wrong tomb. (Associated with: Kirsopp Lake),   3. Swoon Theory - Claim: Jesus didn’t fully die, revived in the tomb. (Karl Friedrich Bahrdt – “worst Theologian ever”),  4.  Conspiracy / Fraud Theory  - Claim: Disciples knowingly fabricated the resurrection. (Celsus - 2nd-century Greek philosopher)

Throughout history intellectuals, and historical scientists have come up with preposterous theories to try to disprove not only Jesus’ resurrection, but his very existence.  But by their own criteria (eye-witness, and contemporary historical accounts), “There is more historical literary proof for the resurrection of Jesus than for the existence of people like Alexander the Great—because the resurrection is attested by multiple early, eyewitness-based accounts written within the lifetime of those who saw Him, while Alexander and other well-know historical figures are known primarily through sources written centuries after their deaths.”

Finally Jesus gathers His disciples up in Galilee: 

Matthew 28:16 -17 “Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.”

I think it’s interesting that even in that profound moment “they worshiped him; but some doubted.” It is common for anyone to be tempted to doubt, even when you’re surrounded with worshippers who truly believe. Jesus reaches into our doubt and “proves His presence” if we simply trust Him.

Matthew 28:18 “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

Jesus death on the cross, and His resurrection won him the victory over all authority.

Heb 2:14 “For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had  the power of death”. 

Col. 2:15 “[He] disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.”

ALL authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. 

In his final words in Matthew, Jesus gives them what we call “The Great Commission”

Matthew 28:19 “Therefore…GO and “make disciples” of all nations, “baptizing them” in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”.
 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” <>
1. “Therefore…GO and “make disciples” of all nations…
The actual Greek words in this statement are: “As you are going… “make disciples of all nations”
This comes directly from Jesus’ authority over heaven and earth. Because He is Lord of all, His followers are sent out with His authority. This is why we believe it is appropriate and not invasive to share the truth of the gospel to every; nation, ethnicity, religion, and creed in the world. Because He has authority over all things, and it is only through Him that anyone can be saved.
2. “baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”
Baptism is the outward expression of an inward faith. It marks a person’s identification with Jesus and their new life in Him. This was a very serious thing for a person to consider because it is a “public” proclamation of allegiance to Jesus. (Even today Jewish believers take baptism very seriously because of what it means to their identity and their family). The reference to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit reflects the fullness of who God is, and affirms that new believers enter into relationship with Him.
3. “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”
Jesus taught many things and spoke on many topics (money, sexuality, marriage, values, priorities, and a complete Kingdom of God worldview). The great commission commands us to teach His disciples the Word of God with truth and accuracy. 
 4. “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

The Gospel of Matthew ends here with a “Commission and a Covenant”
The Commission is our “Marching Orders” “Go and make disciples”
The Covenant is a deep binding promise that “He is with us always, to the very end of the age.”

Knowing that He is with us always, let’s boldly and confidently fulfill the Great Commission. By going into all the world and telling them that by “confessing the Lordship of Jesus, and believing in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, they can be saved, Born Again by His Spirit!”

Romans 10:9 “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

That is the good news of both the cross and the Resurrection. That because of Jesus’ death, and the reality of His literal resurrection, we can be Born Again into New Life, completely reconciled with the Father, and promised eternity in heaven with Him forever. 

{Easter Song}

HE IS RISEN! Jesus told us that He would. 

The angel told the women at the tomb.  

Then told them to tell the disciples. 

Jesus met them and said “Go tell my brothers”

Then the Risen Jesus, with all authority given to Him, told us; 

“GO and make disciples of all nations!”
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