To Fulfill What Was Spoken
Matthew 26 pt. 1 – “The Days before the Cross”
Last Chapter – Jesus’ final End-Times teaching:
Matthew 25:32 “All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”
Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the “least of these brothers and sisters of mine”, you did for me.’
Jesus on the days before the cross:
Matthew 26:1-4 “When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.”
Hundreds of Thousands of Jews are gathering in Jerusalem for the first of the three Main Hebrew Feasts. This year however, they will experience the greatest events in the history of planet earth. Jesus’ death and resurrection.
In a final visit to his friend’s house in nearby Bethany, Jesus attends a farewell dinner, given in his honor.
SETTING: Bethany 
· Meaning “House of Dates”. (very Near Beth Page which is “house of unripe figs”)
· A small village about 2 miles from Jerusalem that served as a “Suburb” of Jerusalem.
· Located on the Eastern slope of the Mount of Olives on the way to/from Jericho.
· Jesus was very familiar with Bethany and seemed to be a regular visitor at the house of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.
· The Triumphal Entry began here and Jesus Ascended from here according to Luke.
The Dinner: 
· Dinner in Jesus’ honor takes place at the home of Simon the Leper 
· Takes place near, but not at the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha where he was staying.
· The apostles and Lazarus were in attendance Martha served.
Jesus Anointed at Bethany
Matthew 26:6-13 “While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.
8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. 9 “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”
10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”
· Jesus was at a table at Simon the Leper’s home in Bethany.
· “a woman” poured expensive perfume on him, 
· “the disciples” were indignant (some gospels say, “rebuked her”.)

Questions: Who was the woman? – and who rebuked her?”
Answer: Mary of Bethany (not Mary Magdeline)
(what is rebuke anyway? : ) [buke, buke and rebuke?  Rebuke = Sharp Criticism
Answer: Judas!   
In John’s version, he tells us;
John 12:4-6  “But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.”

Let’s look at this as a scene in a drama production from this and the other gospels:
CHARACTERS 
JESUS – On His way to Jerusalem, knowing it was His time to die just as He predicted.
Simon the Leper – Presumably healed by Jesus or he would not have hosted a dinner. Not the same as “Simon the Pharisee” in a similar event that takes place in Galilee in Luke 7. (Simon was a very popular name in the NT, as was Mary) “finger sandwiches”
Lazarus – Was very famous because he was raised from the dead. He was also on the Pharisees ‘Hit list” along with Jesus.
 John 12:9-10 9 When all the people heard of Jesus’ arrival, they flocked to see him and also to see Lazarus, the man Jesus had raised from the dead.10 Then the leading priests decided to kill Lazarus, too, 11 for it was because of him that many of the people had deserted them and believed in Jesus.
Martha – Seemed to be the head of the house that she shared with her brother Lazarus and Sister Mary. Luke 10:38 describes it as “Her House”.
Mary – There are at least seven “Mary’s” mentioned in the New Testament. The three “Main Mary’s are: Mary Jesus’ mother, Mary Magdalene, and Mary of Bethany the sister of Lazarus and Martha. This IS the same Mary that sat at Jesus feet back in Luke 10, but not the same woman who anointed Jesus up in Galilee in Luke 7 (that one may have been Mary the Magdelene from nearby Magdala where he cast demons out of her.) THIS is “Mary of Bethany”. 
Judas – The one who betrayed Jesus just a few days later, was also the one with the most vociferous complaint against the “waste” of costly perfume. John 12:6 says: he was a thief, and since he was in charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole some for himself.
The Disciples – presumably all were present.

Jesus had “Friends”
Jesus was enjoying a dinner party that was given in His honor by his closest friends. Jesus was a close friend of the family to Mary/Martha/Lazarus. These are most likely a household of adult siblings who were unmarried and whose parents are not in the picture, Martha was likely the oldest and in charge of the house. They probably have some wealth because they have a house large enough to host guests and the alabaster jar of perfume that Mary had is valued at a year’s wages.
(it was the ultimate in Essential Oils)
Jesus had very personal and candid relationship with this family, 
John 11:5 “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.”
their conversations were sometimes very personal and informal:
Luke 10:40-42  [during a visit to their home] 40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.”
41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”
In John 11, after their brother had just died, and Jesus delayed in coming to heal him:
John 11:20-27,32 “When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.”
23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.”
25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”
27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.” 
---
32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

This dinner party, however, was the last meal they would share together before His death. 
THE ANOINTING:
The “Nard” or Spikenard was contained in an Alabaster Jar. Alabaster is a translucent stone that is carved into shapes. In this case a fancy container for the precious ointment. The value of this jar of nard is said to have been worth 300 denarii (Roman Coins). About a year’s wages. 
Judas superficially protested that the oil should have been used for the poor instead of wasted on Jesus. In practical terms, Judas made a lot of sense, but Jesus’ response was very interesting: 
Matthew 26:10 “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.”
This is somewhat puzzling, because Jesus could have stopped her and directed that the oil be sold and the money given to the poor, but he didn’t.
It would seem that directing resources to the poor would be at the heart of Jesus purpose and ministry here on earth and any efforts toward that would be commended, not condemned. 
Why didn’t He? (sell the oil and give the money to the poor)?
Mary’s actions were from a true heart of love for the Lord. Judas’s suggestion, as disingenuous as it was, is that it is more important to care for the poor. 
Jesus said that both are important, and appropriate in the right times. But what Mary was doing took precedent over any act of charity or good deeds that could have been done at that time. 
We are commanded to love the Lord first and foremost, 
This is the first and greatest commandment.
after that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Matthew 22:37-39  “Jesus said to him, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest of the Laws. The second is like it, ‘You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.’ 
If we mix up these priorities, we are not putting God first the way we are commanded to worship Him. 
Jesus said, “The Scriptures say, 'You must worship the LORD your God and serve only him.”
There is a misleading message that is prevalent in modern Christianity called “The Social Gospel”, which says that the needs of the poor and disenfranchised in this world are more important than our devotion to love, worship, honor God and preach His word. Both are important. In fact, compassion for others comes from loving God.
But not only is “Loving God” more important, but any good deeds of charity and social justice WITHOUT love, more specifically Love for God, amounts to Nothing. 
1st Cor. 13:3 “If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.”
It can be deceiving, because they both are right, but Paul says…acting on good works without a genuine love for God and submission to His Word and is like;
2nd Timothy 3:5  “having a form of godliness but denying its power.” 

Judas:
Matthew 26:14-16 “Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.” <>
Isn’t it interesting that right after Mary breaks open the alabaster jar in Bethany and pours out costly devotion upon Jesus, something else took place. “Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests…”  
“One of the Twelve”. Not an outsider. Not an adversary. Not a Pharisee, but one of His own “friends” who had walked with Him, eaten with Him, heard every parable, seen every miracle. And for what? Thirty pieces of silver (much less than the cost of the perfume), it was the very amount prophesied in Zechariah 11. 
Do you see the contrast? Mary gives something precious because she sees His worth. Judas sells something priceless because he does not. In the same house, in the same week, two hearts are revealed. One acts selflessly in worship. One acts selfishly in greed. And from that moment Judas “watched for an opportunity to betray Him”  while Jesus moved steadily toward the Cross, knowing full well the price that He would pay was not silver, but His own blood.

MARY GAVE ALL SHE HAD:
Mary poured all that she had out in love and devotion before the Lord. She knew he was about to die, Jesus even said that she is preparing his body for burial. 
In fact the perfumed oil was so strong, it’s very likely that Jesus smelled like this fragrance the whole time he was arrested, beaten, crucified and buried. Even the inside of His tomb likely smelled of this fragrance because of this.
What she did:
· She gave Jesus her complete devotion.
Mary demonstrated that she was more interested in honoring Jesus than anything else in her life. 
· She was giving Jesus her reputation:
She endured ridicule and humiliation because of her humble posture of anointing Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his feet with her hair. 
· She was giving Jesus her future
Mary took what was most likely her most valuable possession, and poured it out upon Jesus. It’s possible that could have been her dowry that her father might have left for her, in order for her to someday be married. 
She could have played it safe, and did what was suggested by just selling her expensive perfume and given the money to the poor to offer them temporary relief from poverty. It would have been commendable and admirable, but she did more.
She gave her complete love, devotion, reputation and future to Jesus, and He blessed her for it. 
Matt 26:13 “Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”
She was given a lasting legacy for her devotion to Jesus.
When we give our heart fully to the Lord, he takes it and transforms it. He uses all that we give Him to work mightily in us and through us to all those around us. 

Do you want to leave a lasting legacy, that is remembered beyond your lifetime?

Let’s be like Mary, and worship Him with all we’ve got. Let’s give Him our lives, resources and possessions extravagantly to Him, and be devoted to Him beyond all things. 

This is what it means to love and worship the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength…
And from that, He will in turn give us the ability to not only love our neighbor as ourselves,
but love one another as He has loved us.
