TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN
Matthew 24: “THE OLIVET DISCOURSE”
The chapter closes with Jesus lamenting over Jerusalem Luke days “weeping”. It shows that He longed to be accepted by His people (yes, including the Pharisees and teachers of the law), to gather His people, to protect and restore them, yet they refuse. 
Matthew 23:37-39 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
Remember that phrase? It’s the Messiah phrase from Psalm 118 that was proclaimed during Jesus’ Triumphal Entry “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Baruch Haba Beshem Adonai!
Definition of “UNTIL” – “period of time leading up to a specific moment or occurrence…”
He leaves them wondering what he meant, by “you won’t see me again until….”
Chapter 24 continues that thought in what is known as “THE OLIVET DISCOURSE”
That is the name given to Jesus’ extended prophetic teaching delivered on the Mount of Olives, in which He explains future events, coming judgment, and the need for watchfulness, in response to His disciples’ questions about the destruction of the Temple, His coming, and the end of the age.
Matthew 24:1-2 “Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”
This is the “Second Temple”. The first was built by Solomon nearly 1,000 years before Jesus and was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC.
The original 2nd Temple was rebuilt under Zerubbabel and completed in 516 BC, during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, though it lacked the former glory of Solomon’s Temple.
Beginning around 20–19 BC, Herod the Great extensively renovated and expanded the Temple, restoring it to remarkable splendor by the time of Jesus.
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As great and stalwart as it was, Jesus prophesied that it would be destroyed (which actually happened at the hands of the Romans in 70AD).
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Matthew 24:3 “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
(At the “Olivet”) The disciples expected a future coming of Jesus but did not understand its timing or signs. So they asked Him to explain it. In response, Jesus delivers one of the most vivid and comprehensive explanations of eschatology in all of Scripture.
Matthew 24:4-5 “Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.”
This is true, many false Messiahs came after Jesus. The most popular was Simon bar Kokhba led the Jewish revolt against Rome (AD 132–135).The most recent was  Menachem Mendel Schneerson (the Lubavitcher Rebbe). He himself did not publicly claim to be the Messiah. However…Some of his followers believed (and some still believe) he was the Messiah. He lived in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, New York, and died in 1994, and never returned.
Matthew 24:6-8 “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.”
He compares the coming of the end of the age to birth pangs, they start off mild, and eventually become more intense, frequent and overwhelming. 
The signs of; wars and rumors of wars, Nation rising against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and famines and earthquakes in various places have been occurring since the time of Jesus, just as He said they would. What is unique in the modern era is not their existence, but their global scale, impact on all of society, and constant immediate visibility.
Matthew 24:9-13 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”
In the modern age, we see all these things happening at levels never seen before in history. The increase of knowledge, communication and globalism, has given way to an increase in wickedness that former generations would be appalled at.
Then He tells us of one last sign before “the end will come”;
Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
(This is one of the key shaping verses of A. B. Simpson’s theology and the founding vision of the Christian & Missionary Alliance.)
When the disciples heard this, they must have been wondering how this could possibly happen. The gospel was still isolated to just a small area of the land of Israel, and had not gone forth into any of the nations yet. As time went on, the gospel did go forth to Asia Minor and Europe, but as more of the world was discovered and connected, the idea of the gospel going into all the world seemed impossible, especially with language barriers, and travel limitations. 
It was not until the invention of the printing press, advances in long-distance travel, and later the rise of radio and recorded sound that preaching the gospel to far-reaching regions of the world began to seem practically possible. With the development of the internet and the World Wide Web, that vision moved closer to reality. Yet even today, many parts of the world remain beyond reliable connectivity. Recent technologies such as satellite-based internet systems like Elon Musk’s Starlink have begun to remove these limitations, and very soon the whole world will be able to see, and hear the gospel, and with the advances in AI, they can hear it in their native languages.
[Already, Christian television stations are broadcasting all over the world. A Costa Rican pastor told me last week that he was home in Costa Rica over the holiday watching TV with his mom, and I popped on the screen, speaking Spanish ]. *Play 25 sec. video  - “Es de la Palabra de Dios.”
Back to the chapter, Jesus just described “the end” to them, and now says; “So…when YOU see…”
Matthew 24:15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand.”
“Let the reader understand” signals that deeper meaning and prophetic significance are at work. Jesus is calling for discernment, urging the reader to interpret this event in light of Scripture, particularly the book of Daniel.
Here Jesus is affirming that these events correspond to Daniel’s prophetic timeline, particularly the “abomination that causes desolation” within the seventy weeks prophecy written about 600 years earlier.
It had already been partially fulfilled when Antiochus IV Epiphanes desecrated the Temple in 167 BC. While the prophecy reaches back to Daniel and forward toward the end, its first fulfillment came when Rome defiled and destroyed the Temple in AD 70.
Matthew 24:16-28 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.
22 “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.
26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.”
Scripture speaks of a literal, final, bodily, imminent return of Jesus means that His coming could happen at any time.
C&MA: “The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be personal and visible. This is the believer’s blessed hope and is a vital truth which is an incentive to holy living and faithful service.”
Matthew 24:29-35 29 “Immediately after the distress of those days; “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’
30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.”
Jesus is assuring His disciples that the judgment He described would take place within their generation, this was fulfilled in AD 70 through the destruction of Jerusalem. This judgment included a brutal Roman siege marked by famine, internal violence, and the mass killing of Jewish men, women, and children. The city was devastated, the Temple destroyed, and the surviving population was either slaughtered, enslaved, or forcibly scattered. This catastrophe brought an end to the Temple-centered Jewish world that existed since the time of Solomon. 
This prophecy from Jesus also anticipates His future, bodily return that the Church is still awaiting.
Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
This verse stands alone to tell us that nothing created is permanent in this universe except God and His Word.
After laying out the end-times plan, Jesus then answers the pressing questions about WHEN and HOW all this will take place;
Matthew 24:36-44 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
So many predictions have been made through the ages of exactly WHEN Jesus would return. Some have gotten global attention. All proved to be wrong.  One thing you can know, is that if someone claims to know the Day and the Hour, they are most definitely wrong.
Final Verse;
Matthew 24:45-51 45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”<>
If we have truly given our lives to Jesus and made Him our Lord, we have nothing to fear. Jesus uses the phrase in Luke “Occupy ‘til I come”, meaning just do all the things God has given you to do, and when He returns, you will be found to be “faithful and wise”.
Jesus desires to come back and take us to paradise to be with Him. He longs for the day He is reunited with His church, whom he calls His bride.
Matthew 24 calls us to respond to Jesus’ words in three essential ways:
• Be ready — living watchfully and spiritually prepared, not distracted or complacent, because we do not know the day or hour.
• Tell others — faithfully proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom to all peoples, knowing that readiness always leads to witness.
• Remain faithful — enduring with love, obedience, and integrity in the face of pressure, refusing to let our faith grow cold as we await His return.

“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me,” (Rev. 22:12)
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