TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN
Matthew 21 – Faith and Fruitfulness
In recent chapters Jesus has been traveling South since the “Who Do You Say I Am” moment in Caesarea Philippi where Peter answered correctly, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”. There He began to tell them the deeper plan of His purpose, including His death and resurrection, and began His “Final Descent” through Israel to Jerusalem, where He would ultimately die on the cross, and rise again.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]We call this stretch of our Journey in Matthew “The Road to the Resurrection”. (We will actually be in Matthew 28 on Easter Sunday April 5th and read about the Resurrection!)
Here's where He traveled in the last few chapters;

Matthew 16 – Caesarea Philippi (far north)
Matthew 17 – Mount Hermon, then back to Galilee
Matthew 18 – Capernaum (Galilee)
Matthew 19 – Judea and Perea
Matthew 20 – On the road through Jericho
Matthew 21 – Triumphal entry into Jerusalem, staying in Bethany

Matthew 22:1-14 “Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
Once again Jesus is giving a very “pointed parable” to the Pharisees anad religious leaders. In this story the king represents God as covenant Lord, the son is Jesus as Israel’s Messiah, and the wedding feast is the long-promised arrival of God’s Kingdom. The first guests on the list are the Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day, men who possessed the Scriptures, the Temple, and the messianic hope, yet refused to come when the invitation was finally issued. The servants are the prophets, and then Jesus’ own apostles, sent repeatedly to announce that the Kingdom was ready. Instead of responding, these leaders dismissed the message, mistreated the messengers, and in many cases killed them, revealing not ignorance but hardened rejection of God’s purposes.
The king’s response points to real historical judgment. The burning of the city reflects the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, when the Temple was lost and the city fell under Roman judgment, just as Jesus warned. After this refusal, the invitation moves to the nations, symbolizing the welcoming of the Gentiles into the Kingdom. The hall fills with all kinds of people, showing that entry is by grace alone, but the man without wedding garments represents someone who wants the benefits of the Kingdom without submission to the King. Being present is not the same as belonging, and participation in the Kingdom requires accepting the terms set by the King Himself.
verse 14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
 KJV - For many are called, but few are chosen.” [many are cold and few are frozen  ]
“Many are invited, but few are chosen” means that God’s invitation is extended to everyone, but only those who respond with repentance and faith are approved in the end. The chosen are those who accept the invitation (He chose them, and they chose Him back – like each of the Apostles did). They are are willing to be clothed in the righteousness the King provides, rather than standing before Him in their own garments. Only those who are clothes in His garments of salvation, and robes of righteousness will be saved. 
Isaiah 61:10 “For He has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness…”
Jesus has spoken like that in other pars of the gospel, emphasizing that the only way to salvation is through Him.
· John 10:9 “I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be saved.” 
· John 10:1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.”
Jesus and Taxes
Remember, the whole Roman Empire was sustained by enormous and extortionary taxation that was demanded from all the regions that they conquered, basically making them all tax-slaves. The Empire was enormous and included places like Judea, Syria, Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt, North Africa, even as far as Spain, all feeding Rome’s armies, building its palaces, and keeping the money flowing to the Roman Elite. 
The Jews hated the taxation, but could do nothing about it. They used this issue to try to trick Jesus and turn people against Him;
· First they sent a group of Herodians. - A faction of Religious Jews who were loyal to the Herods.
· Second they sent the Sadducees - A group much like the Pharisees, but did not believe in the afterlife (The Resurrection) [That’s why they were so sad, you see…]
· Finally, they sent one of their own, a Lawyer from the Pharisees, an expert of the law.
Each time they tried hard to ‘trick and trap’ Jesus, but he silenced and perplexed each one. His finally response back to them is one of the most profound and definitive statements ever uttered. In the end they were dumbfounded and did not dare question Him anymore.   
MATTHEW 22:15-16 “Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians.
 “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 
(this may have been “blowing smoke”, they probably didn’t really mean all that.)
MATTHEW 22:17-22 “Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”  21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.”
They were amazed at the brilliance and authority if His reply. There was nothing they could retort with so they went away.
MATTHEW 22:23-283 “That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question.
 24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?”
[ Remember, they did not believe in the resurrection (after-life), they were just trying to trick him]
MATTHEW 22:29-33 “Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”
33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.”
[The crowds, who were witnessing these exchanges, became even more fervent about following Him, The tricks of the Sadducees had the opposite effect of what they’d hoped.]

The Final Showdown
MATTHEW 22:34-36 “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the “greatest commandment in the Law”?”
[This is a trick question - designed to turn at least part of the crowd against him. According to Jewish tradition, there had been a major dispute among the rabbis as to which was the “greatest commandment”. Some held that it was the law which commanded sacrifices; others dietary restrictions, others believed the greatest commandment was about the Sabbath or keeping the feasts, many believed it was commandments against adultery, murder, etc. 
This expert of the law knew that if Jesus picked one, he would alienate those who favor another, thus dividing the crowd against him.
Jesus came forth with a brilliant reply. And once again, He let scripture do the talking as we’ve seen Him do before; He responded with: THE MESSAGE OF THE SHEMA (Deut 6:4 “Love the Lord”, along with Leviticus 19:18 “Love your neighbor…”). 
The Shema is the foundational confession of faith in Judaism, declaring the oneness of God and calling His people to love Him with total devotion, and it means “Hear!” or “Listen!”
MATTHEW 22:37-40 “Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’40 All the LAW and the PROPHETS hang on these two commandments.”
LOVE – This is the greatest commandment and the greatest message of the Bible.
In other words the greatest and most important priority is to LOVE GOD, and LOVE OTHERS.
He even said, “All the LAW and the PROPHETS hang on these two commandments.”
“THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS?” – In Hebrew culture the LAW and the PROPHETS were considered the “word and will of God”. The Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) are sometimes referred to as just “The Law” but is more accurately referred to as The Law and the Prophets. Including all the books of Moses and the writings of the great prophets. 
“The Law and the Prophets” were central to the Hebrew understanding of God and the expectation of the Messiah.
That’s why in the beginning of the sermon on the Mount, Jesus addressed this by saying:
Matt 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
After this Jesus turned His questions on them, the way they had just done to them;
MATTHEW 22:41-41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?”
“The son of David,” they replied.
43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,
44 “‘The Lord said to my Lord:
    “Sit at my right hand
until I put your enemies
    under your feet.”’
45 If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 
Jesus’ point is that the Messiah cannot be merely a human descendant. If David, Israel’s greatest king, calls Him “my Lord,” then the Messiah must be more than David’s son—He must be both divinely appointed and exalted, sharing God’s authority while still of the lineage of David, born in Bethlehem, and from the tribe of Judah, “to fulfill what was spoken of Him” . The answer is that Jesus “is David’s son according to the flesh and David’s Lord according to His divine authority.
After that, encounter, he silenced them, they were not only dumbfounded, but were emasculated and did not dare to ask Him any more questions.
MATTHEW 22:46 “No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.” <>
What we learned here from Jesus in this epic exchange is this;
“LOVE” – This is the greatest commandment and the greatest message of the Bible.
Jesus was so emphatic about this that he gave them a “NEW Commandment”;   
JOHN 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
John’s epistles speak repeatedly about GOD’s Love, and the importance of loving each other;
1 John 4:7-8  “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love!”
LOVE is not left up to our own interpretation, it is clearly demonstrated throughout the entire Bible, and defined famously and poetically by Paul for what Love is and what it is not.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.8 Love never fails.”
Jesus said;
John 15:13 “13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
How can we better  Love our neighbor as yourself.  
More importantly how can we better ‘Love the Lord your God with all our hearts and with all our souls and with all your minds.’?

By devoting ourselves to Him fully,
making His will our number one priority,
and be willing to live our lives for Him just as He gave His life for us.
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