TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN
“The last will be first”
Previous chapter: 
Matthew 19:4-6  “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
This is Jesus’ clearest teaching on gender as created by God and on biblical marriage. The world may try to redefine these things, but God’s Word remains true regardless of shifting cultural definitions.
------
In recent chapters Jesus has been traveling South since the “Who Do You Say I Am” moment in Caesarea Philippi where Peter answered correctly, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”. There He began to tell them the deeper plan of His purpose, including His death and resurrection, and began His “Final Descent” through Israel to Jerusalem, where He would ultimately die on the cross, and rise again.
We call this stretch of our Journey in Matthew “The Road to the Resurrection”. (We will actually be in Matthew 28 on Easter Sunday April 5th and read about the Resurrection!)
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Here's where He traveled in the last few chapters;

  Matthew 16 – Caesarea Philippi (far north)
  Matthew 17 – Mount Hermon, then back to Galilee
  Matthew 18 – Capernaum (Galilee)
  Matthew 19 – Judea and Perea
  Matthew 20 – On the road through Jericho
These next five chapters are filled with parables. In fact it is the largest concentration of Parables in the entire Bible. Parables are short, simple stories that use familiar, everyday situations to reveal deeper spiritual or moral truths. Jesus taught about 40 parables, each with characters, a setting, a plot, and a deep lesson that was only evident to those who were enlightened to the truth.
His parables were not religious stories of: God, Angels, Prophets, and scriptures,  They were about; farming, fishing, kings, servants, landowners, Fathers, children, sheep, goats, etc.
I often say that if they were bound into a single volume book, they would not be in the religious section of a bookstore, they would be wherever Aesop’s fables are located; likely in Classics, Mythology, or Folklore. This is by design; He used parables to reach the common listener and evade the religious elite.
Chapter 20 begins with the ‘Parable of the landowner’:
MATTHEW 20
Matthew 20:1-16 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
This parable can be a bit difficult to understand at first. On the surface, it seems unfair. Certain worker worked a full day, others worked a half day, and others worked for a small part of the end of the day yet they were all paid the same. It would seem that those who worked twice as long or more should get paid more or those who worked less than a full day should get less.
In those days a “denarius” was the day’s wages of a common laborer. The parable says that those who began working in the beginning of the day, agreed to a denarius for a day’s wage. The problem came when those who worked the full day compared their wage to what was given to those who worked only part of the day and complained that the master treated them unfairly. He explained that he treated them exactly as he promised, but they were jealous that he was generous to those who came later. He asked them; “15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money?”
The lesson here is very telling about the nature of God and the envious tendencies of man. God offers each of us salvation, through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  Unlike the denarii, it is a free gift to all who believe and cannot be earned. He offers the same gift of salvation to the Jews who have followed the laws of God for thousands of years, as He does to Gentiles who came to Messiah much later, and for generations, did not know anything about Messiah. All He asks is that they believe in their hearts.
He knew there would be those who would protest Gentiles coming into salvation, even though they never acknowledged the one true God before. 
This parable also reveals how we as Christians, especially those of us who’ve walked with God for many decades, can tend to feel entitled or more deserving of God’s grace and gifts than those who just recently come to believe.  The truth is that none of us deserve anything, but the free gift of God, through the sacrifice of Jesus made it possible for anyone to receive salvation.
I’ve been a believer for 50 years, that does not entitle me to any more grace than those who become a believer this year because grace itself is by nature “undeserved”. It’s not because I’ve perfected my behavior, my track record, or even my theology, it’s simply because God extended mercy and unmerited favor to me in spite of my undeserving status. What about people whose theology is not exactly correct, or who love the Lord but never expressed it in a traditional Christian manner?
It’s important that we know this;
Romans 9:15 “For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
(Paul quoting Moses in Exodus 33:19)

Example: Sometimes I’m asked to do a funeral for someone who’s faith was not known (a parent or relative), or in some cases, known to have rejected God. I can’t rightly say “Instead of celebrating the deceased entrance into their reward in heaven, we lament that they are now suffering eternal punishment…” because we don’t know. We know what the Bible says about believing and unbelieving, but who am I to underestimate the mercy and compassion of the God who “not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2nd Peter 3:9)
Numbers 14:18 “The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression.”
Lamentations 3:22-23 “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end…”
There’s Lots of examples of “late repenters” in the Bible; The thief on the cross, the prodigal son, the city of Ninevah,  even King Nebuchadnezzar, all of whom were shown late mercy and compassion in their lives.
----------------
Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time
Matthew 20:17-19 “Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 18 “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19 and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”
This is the third and final time in the Gospel of Matthew that Jesus explicitly predicts His suffering, death, and resurrection.
-------
Next Jesus’ listen to a Jewish Mother’s Request (Some scholars believe that she is Salome who was at the empty tomb) Her sons are: James and John, two of the Twelve apostles called “sons of thunder”
Matthew 20:20-24 “Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” 22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.”
In other words, they all heard that James, John, through their mother were trying to jockey for higher positions in the Messiah’s kingdom than the other apostles. They were angry at them, and Jesus had to intervene.
Matthew 20:25 “Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Jesus is describing what some call an “Inverted” or “Upside-down Kingdom”. An inverted kingdom describes how Jesus reverses normal power structures:
	World’s system:
	   Kingdom of God:

	Power over others
	     Service to others

	Status and rank
	     Humility

	Being served
	     Serving


His example of sacrificial servanthood was the model for His Kingdom forever.
Don’t be surprised if Jesus is “serving” at the marriage supper of the lamb”.
Luke 12:37 “Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.”
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Jesus leaves Jericho and heads toward Jerusalem (see map).
This was his last trip to the very large and influential city of Jericho before the cross. He impacted several people during this visit;
· Zaccheaus- The wealthy, (short), and repentant tax collector.
· The community of followers who initially criticized Jesus for associating with Zacchaeus.
· Two blind beggars outside the city, one of whom was Blind Bartimaeus who Mark writes about.

Leaving Jericho:
Matthew 20:29-34 “As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.” 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.” <>
As Jesus was leaving Jericho, two blind men sitting by the roadside heard that He was passing by. Though they could not see Him, they recognized Him immediately, calling Him “Lord” and “Son of David,” openly confessing Him as the Messiah. 
When the crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, they refused to be silenced and cried out even louder. 
That opposition is familiar to us. Sometimes it shows up as doubt, the quiet thought that nothing will really change. Sometimes it comes through the influence of unbelief around us, voices that urge caution instead of faith. Other times it is the weight of past disappointment, moments when prayers seemed unanswered and the enemy uses those memories to convince us not to ask again. Yet these men would not allow any of that to stop them from calling out to Jesus.
Jesus stopped, called them forward, and asked, “What do you want Me to do for you?” They answered plainly, “Lord, we want our sight.” They did not assume, and they did not stay silent. Jesus responded with compassion and granted their request, and immediately they received their sight. 
Scripture reminds us, “You do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2). As we step into a new year, this passage invites us to pray with renewed confidence. Jesus taught us to ask and receive, to seek and we will find, to knock and the door will be opened. 
When we delight ourselves in the Lord, He shapes our hearts and gives us the desires that align with His will. A new year is an invitation to believe again, to ask again, and to move forward trusting that God still hears, still opens doors, and still responds with compassion.
As this new year begins, ask and trust Him to answer, seek and expect Him to guide you, knock and believe He will open the door. Delight yourself in the Lord, and move forward in the confidence that He is faithful to hear and respond, and give you the desires of not just your heart, but His heart for you as well.               ###
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