TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN
Matthew 21 – Faith and Fruitfulness
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]In recent chapters Jesus has been traveling South since the “Who Do You Say I Am” moment in Caesarea Philippi where Peter answered correctly, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”. There He began to tell them the deeper plan of His purpose, including His death and resurrection, and began His “Final Descent” through Israel to Jerusalem, where He would ultimately die on the cross, and rise again.
We call this stretch of our Journey in Matthew “The Road to the Resurrection”. (We will actually be in Matthew 28 on Easter Sunday April 5th and read about the Resurrection!)
Here's where He traveled in the last few chapters;

  Matthew 16 – Caesarea Philippi (far north)
  Matthew 17 – Mount Hermon, then back to Galilee
  Matthew 18 – Capernaum (Galilee)
  Matthew 19 – Judea and Perea
  Matthew 20 – On the road through Jericho
This chapter: Matthew 21 – To Jerusalem, via Bethpage/Bethany
Last Chapter:
 Matthew 20:28 “…just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Jesus is describing what some call an “Inverted” or “Upside-down Kingdom”. Where the greatest in the Kingdom is the servant, NOT the one being served.
Matthew 21 begins with Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on a donkey. This is one week before his crucifixion. There are still 8 chapters to go in Matthew however, 6 in both Mark and Luke, and 9 in the Gospel of John. (We will talk about this again on Palm Sunday).
MATTHEW 21:1-11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”[Zech.9:9]
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[Psalm 118:25,26]
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
This was not just a casual pony-ride for Jesus, His entry into Jerusalem is deliberate, prophetic, and an unmistakable fulfillment of a known messianic prophecy. By riding on a donkey, He was PUBLICLY declaring that He is fulfilling Scripture and declaring Himself as Israel’s King in accordance with Zechariah 9:9. The crowds rightly shout out the words to one of the sacred psalms that are reserved for the Messiah’s coming.
Psalm 118:25-26 “Save now, I pray, O LORD (HOSANNAH); O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!” 
They expect a conquering king however, not a suffering servant. This moment reveals a tension that will dominate the chapter: enthusiasm without full submission, celebration without true recognition of who Jesus is and why He has come.
MATTHEW 21:12-13 “Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer, ’but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’”
Immediately after being hailed as King, Jesus asserts His authority where it matters most: the Temple which he calls “My House” (Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11).
Jesus expressed righteous indignation (holy anger) for those who were turning this sacred place into an arena of extortion and profiteering. Remember, even though the priests were corrupt, and the ark was replaced by a “foundation stone”, it was still the temple, and sacrifices were still required there before Jesus’ atonement. 
MATTHEW 21:14-16a “The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.”
(the children were saying “the Hosannah phrase” from Psalm 118.)
MATTHEW 21:16b-17 “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, “‘From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” 17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.”
It’s amazing what happened after Jesus cleansed the temple; Blind people are healed, children were worshipping in the temple courts, saying the same sacred expression.  This is symbolic of what happens to us, when Jesus cleanses us of our iniquity, our spiritual blindness is healed, and our spiritual youth is restored, we “become like children”, worshipping him with full-throated enthusiasm.
[I love to watch even the most dignified and reserved adults jump around and sing like children in moments of powerful worship celebrating salvation, I do it myself, there’s nothing like it.]
MATTHEW 21:18-22 “Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered.”
(Note: The fig tree was symbolic of the temple. Jeus had just left there after cleaning it, and is about to go back there and is about to have His authority challenged by the chief priests. He cursed the tree because it was all leaves but no fruit. Fruit becomes an important part of Jesus’ teaching in this chapter.)
MATTHEW 21:20-22 “When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they asked. 21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
Remember what faith is, “Trusting”. (a.k.a. “Hearing God’s word and acting on it.” )
Romans 10:17 “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
This means that an “act of faith” is a response to the word of God, NOT by conjured up hopes, ambition, or aspirations for your own pleasures.
James 4:3 “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”
Faith is hearing God’s word, trusting it, and responding to it. 
MATTHEW 21:23-27 “Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”
Jesus responds to their question with a question. This confrontation in the Temple exposes the hearts of the religious leaders. They are less interested in truth than in control. Jesus’ authority threatens their position, so they challenge it while refusing to examine their own response to John the Baptist (a known prophet). Their inability to answer honestly reveals their fear of people more than fear of God. So Jesus did not answer them directly, instead he spoke to them in parables.
The chapter ends with two parables; “The Two Sons” and “The Tenants”
The Parable of the Two Sons
MATTHEW 21:28-32 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he “changed his mind” and went. 30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not “repent and believe” him.”
(1st son)29“He changed his mind”, vs. (2nd son)32“you did not repent and believe”
In most of the New Testament, Repentance (metanoia) means “Change of mind”.
Here Jesus takes it a step further using “metamelomai” which means a deep regret that leads to repentance. 
This parable cuts sharply through religious hypocrisy and entitlement. The Pharisees, teachers of the law, and religious leaders are represented by the son who “seemingly” was compliant with the father’s wishes but did not truly act on it. 
In contrast, the tax collectors and the prostitutes were represented by the son who refused to obey because they were those who knowingly lived and identified as disobedient to the will of the father, but repented with deep regret, and responded in obedience.  
Obedience is measured by action, not intention or language. One son resists but repents. The other agrees outwardly but disobeys inwardly. 
The Parable of the Tenants
MATTHEW 21:33-42 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”

This quote is taken directly from Psalm 118:22,23, they verse immediately preceding the “Hosannah Verse”, “Save us Lord, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

Jesus knew that the Pharisees also knew that and that He was proclaiming himself as Messiah!

MATTHEW 21:43-46 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.” <>
In this final stage of His journey, Jesus’ parables were no longer veiled, but intentionally direct toward the Pharisees.” God is the vineyard owner, Israel the vineyard, the prophets the servants, and Jesus the Son. The pattern of rejection reaches its climax. Yet even in judgment, God’s purpose stands firm. The Kingdom will not fail; it will bear fruit. The rejected Son becomes the cornerstone, and every person must decide how they will respond to Him. The leaders understand exactly what Jesus is saying, and their desire to arrest Him confirms the truth of the parable.
Jesus had a brilliant way of disarming and unsettling the Pharisees who were the ones whom society believed were most compliant to God’s word, and were the experts concerning His will. Jesus exposed them as those who have studied the Word but refused to humble themselves and accept God’s truth. This is especially important regarding Jesus, the Messiah, whom God sent to them. They now only rejected His teaching, they denied His identity, and ultimately killed Him because of that. The sad part is, that if they really knew the Hebrew scriptures like they pretended to, they would have accepted him as Messiah, and rejoiced with those who believed.
Close: How have we become like the Pharisees in our hearts? Do we really believe God’s Word, or only accept it if it falls comfortably into our traditions. I believe that God is doing new things on the earth, and is inviting us into new adventures. To respond, we have to be willing to seek his will wholeheartedly, be led by His Spirit, and not only read, hear, and believe His word, but act on it by “doing it”.
James 1:22 “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
Ask the Lord what that means for your life this year. Are there changes to be made, new avenues of ministry to pursue, a fresh vision for the coming season. Ask him to speak to you through His word, and when He does, “Do it!”
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