TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN
R. Giglio
Previous Chapter: Mount of Transfiguration
Jesus was transfigured and visited by Moses and Elijah. Peter wanted to make “booths” for them to remain in to contain the…
Matthew 17:5  “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
God interrupted Peter’s idea by simply saying; “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” God’s glory cannot be contained in a building or a box.  We should stop talking and listen to Him.

MATTHEW 18

Jesus begins this chapter by teaching them how to treat children. He then talks very seriously about forgiveness and the need to forgive.
Matthew 18:1 “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
The Apostles from time to time would bring up the question about which of them was considered to be greatest in the Messiah’s kingdom when he takes over the position of power on the earth.
He didn’t answer their question directly this time. Instead he taught them a lesson using children.
Matthew 18:2-5 “He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become ‘like little children’, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
To become like a child does not mean “to be childish”. It is to become humble, dependent, and trusting before God. A child believes whole-heartedly what they are taught, and does not negotiate their place in the family. They receive it. Jesus declares that without this change, without turning from cynical and self-sufficient, you’ll be out-of-place in the kingdom that He is establishing.
Then Jesus describes those who believe in Him as “little ones”, and offers a stark warning to those who try to destroy or hijack their faith, and turn them away. (Which is what the Pharisees were doing to young believers behind Jesus’ back). 
Warning: Jesus uses Semitic Hyperbole in this section, and is not suggesting execution or self-mutilation. He uses extreme language to emphasize a serious point, as was common in early Semetic communication. 
Matthew 18:6-9  “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.”
He speaks with undeniable seriousness about the danger of being a stumbling block to those who believe or leading them astray. These words are meant to warn the false teachers and those who are out to deceive, that influence carries accountability, and spiritual harm is never trivial in the eyes of God.
To cause another to stumble spiritually is extremely consequential. It destroys what God is building and nurturing. Anything that leads people away from their faith and obedience must be taken seriously.
Once again, this is not a call to self-mutilation or murder. He is trying however to get them to realize that eternal life is worth more than preserving comfort, reputation, or physical well-being. God forgives freely, but forgiveness never minimizes the destructive power of sin, especially the sin of deceiving His sheep.
Matthew 18:10  “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.”
So, According to Jesus, children have angels who stand in the presence of the Father, even though Scripture does not explain how those angels are assigned or distributed. It shows us that children matter deeply to God, and heaven is attentive to them.

Common misconceptions about angels:
Unlike popular imagery, angels in Scripture are never babies or cherubs; they are consistently presented as male, immensely powerful, and often frightening in appearance, (lots of wings, multiple faces, and bodies covered with eyes), which is why people regularly fall in fear when encountering them. They are always described as mighty warriors and messengers of God.
Matthew 18:11-14 [11] [ The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”]  12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.”
Jesus is telling them that these “little ones” are not overlooked, forgotten, or insignificant. They are seen, attended, and known in heaven. They are people whose worth is not measured by earthly influence but by divine attention.
The parable of the lost sheep reflects a deeply Jewish image. Shepherds understood the value of every animal entrusted to them. No shepherd is satisfied while one remains missing. 
“The Father’s joy is tied to the one who is wandering and returns, and so is ours—we are only as happy as our saddest child.”
This passage reveals the heart of the Father. He cares about those who are wandering, weak, or vulnerable. He actively seeks and pursues them.
Matthew 18:15-17  “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”
OK.  This is a very well-known formula for conflict resolution within the church. It’s a simple path toward dealing with an offense, that has been used among Christians for nearly two-thousand years. 
It basically goes this way, “If your ‘brother or sister’ [adelphos – fellow disciple] sins,[against you]”;
_[image: A diagram of the brothers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]_

Many times when someone has encountered an offense in the church, I’ve heard people say, “I Matthew 18’d them”, or “We used Matthew 18 on the issue”. It is an excellent method to address conflict and sin in the church, but the important truth that is often overlooked is this;
“Every step has the same goal: restoration, not punishment.”
Jesus makes the goal explicit in the very first step: “If they listen to you, you have won them over.” The language is relational, not judicial. The aim is not to expose, embarrass, or remove someone, but to recover a brother or sister and restore what sin has damaged.
Each stage escalates only because repentance is being resisted, not because punishment is being sought. The process widens for the sake of clarity, fairness, and love, not severity. Even the final step, treating them as a pagan or tax collector, is not revenge or rejection, but an honest reset of relationship that continues to call the person toward repentance and reconciliation, just as Jesus Himself pursued pagans and tax collectors.
The Matthew 18 process, is not about getting even or having someone cast out, it is about getting someone restored!
Galatians 6:1 “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.”

Our actions on earth, are connected to Heaven…
Matthew 18:18-19  “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 

Two or more… When we gather in His name, He’s right there;
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
These words are often removed from their context, but Jesus is speaking about authority exercised within humility, unity, and obedience. Binding and loosing was rabbinic language, referring to decisions that align with God’s will and instruction.
This is not a promise of unchecked spiritual power. It is a responsibility given to a discerning community that walks together in truth. When the church acts in alignment with God’s character and purposes, heaven stands behind those actions.
Jesus concludes with presence. Not crowds, not buildings, not numbers. Where even two or three gather under His authority and in submission to His name, He is present. The power of the church is not scale. It is alignment with Jesus.
Matthew 18:21-22 “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but “seventy-seven times”.“
Peter believes he is being generous. Rabbinic teaching often limited forgiveness to three times. Peter offers seven. Jesus dismantles the entire framework. Forgiveness in the kingdom is not counted; it is embodied.
Jesus is not dismissing justice. He is revealing the nature of mercy shaped by grace received. Forgiveness is not an occasional action for the disciple; it is a way of life. Those who have been forgiven much are expected to forgive freely, repeatedly, and sincerely.
The parable of the unmerciful servant;
Matthew 18:23-35  “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” <>
Jesus closes with a parable that exposes the inconsistency of receiving mercy without extending it. The debt owed to the king is impossibly large, unpayable by any human standard. The servant’s plea is met not with negotiation, but with compassion. The debt is canceled entirely.
The shock of the parable comes when forgiven mercy fails to transform behavior. A forgiven servant becomes an unforgiving one. The contrast is deliberate and severe. A life unchanged by grace reveals a heart that never truly understood it.
Jesus’ conclusion is unmistakable. Forgiveness that remains theoretical is not kingdom forgiveness. Mercy received must become mercy extended. The seriousness of the warning reflects the seriousness of grace itself. To refuse forgiveness is to reject the very mercy by which we live. The Lord’s prayer itself tells us to pray;
 “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive others…”
Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Jesus God forgave you.”
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