To Fulfill What Was Spoken                                      R. Giglio
Previous Chapter: The disciples were in a boat during a storm, Jesus came to them walking on the water.
Matthew 14:28-29 “‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.”
This is amazing!  Peter walked on the water.  He is the only one in the Bible to ever do it besides Jesus. Don’t let the fact that it didn’t last too long make you miss this amazing miracle. He did this by acting on a word of “faith”!
Romans 10:17 “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
This means that an “act of faith” is a response to the word of God, NOT simply “hyped-hopes”, ambition, or aspirations. It is hearing God’s word and responding to it.
MATTHEW 15
“Compassion and Miracles”
In this chapter, Jesus gets a visit from a contingent of Pharisees from Jerusalem. They were undoubtedly intent on finding serious fault with Jesus so they could bring him back to the Sanhedrin, and press charges against him for blasphemy. 
Matthew 15:1-6 ”Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!”
3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’ 5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.”
When the Pharisees confronted Jesus about the disciples not washing their hands, they weren’t talking about basic hygiene—they were referring to “netilat yadayim”, a ritual handwashing tradition built up by the elders and treated as if it carried the same weight as Scripture. 
Jesus immediately turns the moment around and exposes the deeper problem: their traditions had actually become a barrier to the heart of God. He brings up God’s clear command to honor father and mother, and shows how their “Corban” loophole allowed someone to appear deeply religious while refusing to care for their own parents. In doing this, they created a system that looked holy on the outside but quietly canceled the very Word God had spoken. Jesus teaches that true obedience is never found in protecting man-made regulations, but in aligning our hearts, our actions, and even our resources with the clear, compassionate commands God has already given.
Matthew 15:7-12 “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:
8 “‘These people honor me with their lips,
    but their hearts are far from me.
9 They worship me in vain;
    their teachings are merely human rules.’[Isaiah 29:13]”
10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”
12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?”
 
Jesus certainly knew, that if you call the Pharisees “hypocrites” who “were prophesied against” saying: “their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules”, it would offend them.  He did not care however, he was now beginning to confront the Pharisees directly as well as indirectly in parables, knowing that this would eventually lead to the cross
He then offers a very direct parable about the Pharisees, that he immediately explains;
Matthew 15:13-20 “He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”
15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”
16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”
The Pharisees were a vivid example of those who wanted to portray themselves as holy, righteous and close to God by their actions, yet their hearts were far from Him. They were so consumed with legalism and kosher laws, that are presented on the outside, yet were filled with evil thoughts in their hearts. They had their strict cleanliness laws about washing and eating so they would not be defiled, yet the things that they spoke defiled them because it came from a defiled heart. 
Remember what He said to them in chapter 12;
Matthew 12:34 “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
This is an important lesson for us all. If we find ourselves saying things that are hurtful, evil, slanderous, or shameful, we need to check our hearts because that’s where it came from.
If you struggle with this, it’s possible you have some bad attitudes, deep anger, envy in your heart. Ask God to forgive you and heal you and He will.  Some of us need to have our Pharisaical attitudes removed from our hearts from time to time.  
 
The Faith of a Canaanite Woman
Matthew 15:21-22 “Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”
This is a very unique part of their journey. This is the farthest North Jesus ever travelled outside of Israel (it’s in modern day Lebanon). He was far from the Pharisees and the crowds, but He was also away from the Jewish communities and travelling in the “land of the Canaanites”. These are pagan Gentile people who are the historic enemies of the Jewish people. Remember, during His earthly ministry, Jesus focused almost entirely on the Jewish people, the Gentile mission wouldn’t fully happen for another eight to ten years. But every now and then, He gave us a glimpse of what was to come, and this encounter with the Canaanite woman is one of those rare, beautiful exceptions where His mercy and compassion reached out to Gentiles years before the gospel was preached to them;
The woman was calling upon Him as “Lord”, “Son of David” and begging for mercy for her suffering daughter;
Matthew 15:23 “Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
They wanted to get rid of her.
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
This was true, Jesus’ was sent to be the Messiah “to the Jews first.”
Matthew 15:25 “The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”
28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.”
This is a very interesting exchange and can easily be misconstrued. 
When Jesus speaks of the “children’s bread” and the “dogs,” This is not an insult. The word He uses for dogs, “kynarion”, doesn’t mean dirty street dogs; it means “little dog” or “household pet”. 
In his dialogue with her, He is draws out her faith. His reply could have been taken as rejection, but she persisted in continuing the metaphor. All this time Jesus was witnessing her great faith in action. 
And in that moment, Jesus compliments her and rewarded her faith with a resounding affirmation “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted!” Few ever heard words like that from the Lord, and He spoke them to a Gentile Canaanite woman who firmly believed in Jesus’ healing power and persisted in her faith.
Interesting to note: All this took place in the very region where another Gentile woman, “the widow of Zarephath” in 1st Kings 17, once cried out to Elijah and was also rewarded for her faith. She was the Gentile woman Jesus commended in His hometown synagogue in Luke 4. That’s why they ran him out of town and tried to throw him off a cliff. 
Matthew 15:29-31 “Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 30 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 31 The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.”
Right after leaving the Canaanite region, Jesus heals many people on the eastern shore of Galilee. According to Mark 7, he was in the region of the Decapolis. These are Ten Greco-Roman Cities noted for Roman and Greek culture, not necessarily Jewish.
Matthew tells us something remarkable: “they praised the God of Israel.” These were likely not all Jewish people. There were also Gentiles who had no understanding of Israel’s promises, yet the moment they witnessed the lame walking, the blind seeing, and the mute shouting for joy, their hearts instinctively turned toward the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Jesus was foreshadowing that the promises to Israel would one day also extend to the Gentiles. What the prophets foresaw, what Isaiah declared, what God promised Abraham “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” was happening right there on the hillsides of the Decapolis. 
He extends this blessing by offering another miracle of multiplication:
Matthew 15:32-39 “Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way.”
Once again the word compassion comes into play.  
Jesus was moved by compassion.
The Greek word: 
“Splagchnizomai”    (Pronunciation: splangkh-NEE-zo-mai)
 
Definition: A deep, visceral compassion that comes from the inner being  “from the inward parts, that leads to action.”
Very important lesson… Jesus is moved by compassion!
Remember what He told us about himself four chapters ago?
Matthew 11:28-29  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
If you are “weary and burdened”, even its because of your own doing or your own fault, Come to Jesus! He will have compassion (splagchnizomai) for you…and give you rest.
So Jesus had compassion on this crowd in the Gentile region of the Decapolis because they were seeking Him, listening to His teaching for three days with nothing to eat. He decided He wanted to feed them…
Matthew 15:33 “His disciples answered, “Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?”
34 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.
“Seven,” they replied, “and a few small fish.”
35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 38 The number of those who ate was four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 After Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan.”<>
Sound Familiar?  Jesus fed 5000+ on the other side of the lake last chapter. This time he feeds a few less, with a little more but does the same kind of miracle. Jesus saw the need and was moved with compassion to meet the need. Not just on His own, but through the Apostles.
Once again Jesus gave thanks, broke the bread, gave it to the disciples, they in turn gave it to the people, and once again the miracle happened at their fingertips, not by their own doing, but by allowing Jesus to use them to have compassion, serve and feed the 4000+ people. (with women and children, likely about 10,000).
[When your heart is moved with Compassion, there is not much you wouldn’t do… Haitian sponsored child…, we gave him everything…]
Jesus has compassion on us, and wants to do miracles in our lives, and also the lives of others through us. Not because we necessarily have earned it, or deserve it, but because he loves us and has splagchnizomai, “compassion” on us.
Is there something you need a miracle for in your life?
Health? Finances? Relationships? Job? Housing? An emotional or spiritual breakthrough? Something else…?
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Let your faith arise, regardless of the circumstances you see around you. The same God who did miracles then, does miracles now.
These miracles that we read about in scripture, are not meant to tease us, or frustrate us, but to inspire our faith to believe in the God of Miracles!
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