To Fulfill What Was Spoken

Previous Chapter:
Matt 13:58 ‘A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.’ And He did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.”
“A prophet does have honor — everywhere except in his hometown and among his own family.” [This can happen to us, with our old friends, neighbors, family members…]

Matthew 14 – “It Is I, Don’t Be Afraid”
The previous chapter ended with Jesus returning to His hometown of Nazareth, where instead of welcoming Him as Messiah, they questioned His Messiahship because he was too familiar and rejected Him. Because of their lack of faith, He did not do many miracles there. The seed of the Kingdom had been sown, but in Nazareth the soil was hard. 
Now in Matthew 14, the opposition grows darker and more violent. John the Baptist is executed, Jesus is grieving, the crowds are needy, and the disciples are fearful. Yet through it all, one message rises above the wind and the waves: “It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
Matthew 14:1–2 “At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, and he said to his attendants, ‘This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him.’”
Herod Antipas, the regional ruler under Rome, hears about Jesus and immediately thinks of John the Baptist. That alone tells us a lot about his conscience. He had ordered John’s execution, and the guilt still haunted him. When he hears about miracles and power, he doesn’t think “Messiah,” he thinks “the prophet I beheaded is back to get me.”
Herod believes something supernatural is happening, but rather than falling on his knees in repentance, he panics and invents a ghost story. It’s a reminder that recognizing spiritual power is not the same as submitting to God. Many people feel “spiritual” fear, but never let it lead them to real repentance and faith.
John’s beheading:
Matthew 14:3–5 “Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, for John had been saying to him: ‘It is not lawful for you to have her.’ Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered John a prophet.”
John had confronted Herod’s sin directly. Herod had taken his brother’s wife, Herodias, in violation of the Law of Moses. John didn’t soften the message or avoid the topic because it was “political.” He simply said, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
Herod is a classic picture of a double-minded man. He fears John’s words, but he fears the people even more. He locks John up to silence the rebuke, but hesitates to kill him because John is popular. He is ruled by public opinion, not by the Word of God.
Matthew 14:6-12 “On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests and pleased Herod so much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.’ The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted and had John beheaded in the prison. His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. John’s disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.”
Then comes the birthday banquet. Lust, pride, and peer pressure all swirl together in one deadly moment. Herod makes a foolish oath to impress his guests. Herodias, who hates John for exposing her as an adulteress and calling out her sin, seizes the moment and uses her daughter to demand John’s head. The text says the king was “distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests,” notice why: not because he was asked to murder an innocent man, or to commit a horrible sin, but because he was trapped by his own public promise. He valued his reputation at a party more than the life of a prophet.
John’s death looks like a victory for darkness, but heaven sees it differently. John finished his assignment as the forerunner and was given the highest honor by Jesus. The enemy can silence his voice, but not the message – it was already out there “‘Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.’” …. His disciples bury him with honor and then go straight to Jesus. (That’s always the right thing to do when tragedy strikes…go straight to Jesus.)

Matthew 14:13 “When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.”
Jesus reacts by withdrawing to a solitary place, away from the crowds, to grieve, pray, and spend private solitary time in the presence of the Father.
Matthew 14:14 “Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.”
Yet even in His desire to be alone, the crowds find Him. And when He sees them, He doesn’t send them away. He doesn’t sigh and say, “Hey, Can I please have a day off?” The text says, “He had compassion on them and healed their sick.” The Greek word for compassion used here is translated as “moved deeply within one’s inner being”.  Even though He was dealing with his own grief, His heart was deeply moved by the neediness of the crowds, and took time to heal their sick.

Matthew 14:15–18 “As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.’‘ We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,’ they answered. ‘Bring them here to me,’ he said.”
The disciples see the problem clearly: huge crowd, late hour, remote place, no food. Their solution is practical: “Send them away so they can buy food.” Jesus’ response is startling: “They do not need to go away. YOU give them something to eat.”
“…ONLY five loaves of bread and two fish.” He’s inviting THEM to be part of the miracle. He wants them to feel the gap between their resources and the need, so they’ll learn to bring their “only” to Him. “We have here only five loaves and two fish.” That’s how we often talk about what we have—only. Only a little time, only a little money, only a little strength, only a small church... (watch what happens…)
Jesus says, “Bring them here to me.” In His hands, “only” becomes “more than enough.” He blesses, breaks, and multiplies the bread, and the disciples become caterers at the world’s largest picnic.
Matthew 14:19-21 “And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.”
[Note: The “5000 fed miracle”, was probably more like “15-20,000”]
This food was provided as a reward for those who were diligently seeking Him. This was not a group of poor people from strange lands; these were Jewish followers from the region who had enough money to go into town to buy bread. 
But Jesus wanted to bless them and does. Everyone ate until they were satisfied, and there were twelve baskets left over, symbolically one for each disciple, and one for each tribe of Israel.
Jesus is showing Himself as the true Shepherd of Israel, feeding His people in the wilderness just as God fed Israel with manna. But more than that, He is pointing to Himself as the Bread of Life (as he mentioned after the same miracle in John 6). Just as the bread is blessed, broken, and given, so will His body be blessed, broken, and given for the life of the world.

Matthew 14:22–23 “Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone,”
Right after the miracle, Jesus sends the disciples away and dismisses the crowd. He doesn’t allow them to camp out on the mountaintop moment. (Ministry is never about staying where the miracle happened; miracles are signs pointing to where the Lord leads you next.)
Then He finally gets away to a quiet place, He goes up on the mountain to pray. This is such a pattern in His life, big moments followed by private prayer. After a long day of teaching, healing, and feeding thousands, He doesn’t collapse into bed. He spends time with the Father praying, being alone in His presence.
This is a quiet reminder that if Jesus needed time alone with the Father, we certainly do. The strength to face the next storm is formed in the secret place. It’s a great moment there, in the dark, on the mountain, Jesus is communing with the Father on the mountainside while His disciples were down on the water rowing into the wind.

Matthew 14:24–29 “and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. ‘It’s a ghost,’ they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.’ 
They are terrified and think He’s a ghost. Jesus answers with three phrases we all need to hear: “Take courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
In Greek, “It is I” is ego eimi (“eh-GO AY-mee”), literally “I AM.” It echoes the same name God revealed to Moses at the burning bush. The great “I AM” is present in their storm.
“It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Jesus words assured them that Jesus is with them, and nothing can happen to them. They are under His care, and should not fear.
So Peter spoke out;
Matthew 14:28-29 “‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.”
This is amazing!  Peter walked on the water.  He is the only one in the Bible to ever do it besides Jesus. Don’t let the fact that it didn’t last too long make you miss this amazing miracle. He did this by acting on a word of “faith”!
Romans 10:17 “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
This means that an “act of faith” is a response to the word of God, NOT by conjured up hopes, ambition, or aspirations. It is hearing God’s word and responding to it.
When Peter said, “tell me to come to you on the water.” He was asking for that word of faith to be spoken; Jesus said “COME!”
If Jesus did NOT say “come”, Peter could never have taken a step on the water. 
Important to note: The disciples are in the center of God’s will and Jesus is with them. They are exactly where Jesus told them to be, yet the wind is against them. Obedience has led them into a storm. That’s important. Storms do not always mean we’ve missed God’s will; sometimes they mean we are right in the middle of it.
Peter walking on the water, becomes afraid;
Matthew 14:30–33 “But when he saw the wind, he was “afraid” and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’ And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’”
Peter’s faith falters when his focus shifts. As long as he looked at Jesus, he walked above the waves. When he looked at the wind, he sank. Fear always grows when we give more attention to the storm than to the Savior.
Yet notice the word “immediately.” As soon as Peter cries, “Lord, save me!” Jesus reaches out and catches him. He doesn’t let him go under as a lesson. By His grace, He rescues us first and then corrects us. 
Jesus says to him “You of little faith”.  He didn’t say “no faith”, let’s face it Peter was the one with the most faith in the boat. Remember: little faith still walks on water and still cries out to the right Person. The real danger is not small faith; it’s no faith at all.
When they climb into the boat, the wind stops. Peace comes with His presence. And there, soaked and stunned, the disciples worship. This is the first time in Matthew they openly declare, “Truly you are the Son of God.” The storm that scared them creates a situation where they finally see Jesus clearly.

Matthew 14:34–36 “When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. And when the men of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed.” <>
The people of Gennesaret also show faith in the healing power of Jesus. They don’t ask for anything more than to touch the edge of His cloak. Earlier in Matthew, a woman with a bleeding condition had touched the hem of His garment and was healed. Now that story seems to have become a kind of faith template for the region. If we can just get close enough to touch Him, that will be enough. “All who touched it were healed.” 
These people came willing to posture themselves in complete humility, begging just to touch Jesus’ garment. In his deep compassion, he rewarded their faith by healing all of them.
We all come to Jesus asking for something. Sometimes it’s healing. Sometimes it’s rescue from the storm we’re caught in. And sometimes it’s simply strength to make it through another day.
But Jesus meets us right where we are. He provides when we need food or provision. He heals when we’re in need of a medical miracle. And even when we are weak in our faith and sinking down, He reaches out, takes hold of us, and lifts us up again.
The same Jesus who fed the multitudes, who healed the masses, who walked on the water, and who reached for Peter’s sinking hand is still speaking to you today:
“Take courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
So whatever storm you’re facing, whatever burden you’re carrying, remember; the great I AM is with you. He’s in your boat. He’s not letting go. And He will see you safely through whatever storm you’re facing if you trust Him and believe in Him by Faith.
