To Fulfill What Was Spoken
Matthew 13 -  “Parables of the Kingdom”
The previous chapter Jesus was healing on the Sabbath as the Pharisees looked on. They adhered to very strict Sabbath laws, and were trying to catch Jesus violating the Sabbath. Jesus declared that He was “Lord of the Sabbath” and doing God’s will was his way of fulfilling the commandment “Keep Holy the Sabbath”.
Matthew 12:12–14 “Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other. But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.”
The plan was in place, He was “marked for death” by the Pharisees. So He begins speaking to His disciples in “parable”; short, simple stories that use familiar, everyday situations to reveal deeper spiritual or moral truths. Jesus taught about 40 parables, each with characters, a setting, a plot, and a deep lesson that was only evident to those who were enlightened to the truth. (There are eight parables in this chapter alone.)
His parables were not religious stories of: God, Angels, Prophets, and scriptures,  They were about; farming, fishing, kings, servants, landowners, Fathers, children, sheep, goats, etc.
I often say that if they were bound into a single volume book, they would not be in the religious section of a bookstore, they would be wherever Aesop’s fables are located; likely in Classics, Mythology, or Folklore. This is by design; He used parables to reach the common listener and evade the religious elite.
CHAPTER 13
Matthew 13:1-3 “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around Him that He got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then He told them many things in parables, saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed.’”
Jesus often taught outdoors where the crowds could gather freely. Sitting in a boat while the people stood on the shore allowed everyone to hear Him clearly. It created sort of a natural stage amphitheater the water carried His voice to all who gathered. (No mics and PA system  ).

 Parable #1: “The Parable of the Sower”
Matthew 13:4-9 “As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop, a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Jesus explains this one later in the chapter, but basically the seeds represents the Word of God. The soil represents the heart of the listener. The same seed falls on different hearts, but the result depends on how each person receives and nurtures the truth. Hard hearts resist it. Shallow hearts give up when trouble comes. Crowded hearts are choked by worry and wealth. But receptive hearts, those open, humble, and obedient, bear fruit that multiplies far beyond what was sown.

Why Jesus Spoke in Parables
Matthew 13:10-13 “The disciples came to Him and asked, ‘Why do You speak to the people in parables?’ He replied, ‘Because the knowledge of the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven has been given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. This is why I speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.’”
Parables reveal truth to those who truly seek it, but conceal it from those who are hardened or indifferent. Jesus quoted the prophecy of Isaiah, showing that many would hear His words yet never truly understand because their hearts were calloused. Spiritual understanding is a gift that comes from faith, humility, and the willingness to obey. The Pharisees operated in pride, arrogance, and self-righteousness; therefore they could not understand the parables.
Matthew 13:16-17 “But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
Jesus reminded His disciples that they were living in a moment the prophets had longed for, the “revelation of the Messiah and His Kingdom”. Spiritual sight is a blessing we should never take for granted. Remember what He said in the Beatitudes;
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Matthew 5:8)

The Meaning of the Sower
Matthew 13:18-23 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the Kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was sown.”
Jesus explains that “our hearts” determines the harvest. The Word of God has power, but it must be received with faith, rooted with by obedience. True believers persevere through trials and distractions. Spiritual fruit is the evidence of genuine faith.

#2: The Parable of the Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30 “Jesus told them another parable: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
Jesus explains this one privately to the disciples later in the chapter as well, but he basically reveals that the world will always contain both genuine believers (the wheat) and false ones (the weeds). The enemy sows deception among truth. God allows both to grow together until the final judgment. Our job is not to separate them prematurely, ripping out the ones among us that may be weeds. That would disrupt the good crops. Jesus tells us to remain faithful and fruitful until the harvest, trusting the Lord to bring perfect justice.

#3 & #4: The Mustard Seed and the Yeast
Matthew 13:31-33 “He told them another parable: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.’ He told them still another parable: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.’”
Though it began small and meek; one Savior, twelve disciples, the Kingdom of God grows large and welcoming. From its meek beginnings, this small group of followers became the most powerful movement on the face of the earth. The mustard seed represents exponential growth; the yeast represents inward transformation. God’s work often starts quietly and invisibly, but in time it permeates everything and brings life wherever it spreads.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” (Matthew 5:5)

Fulfillment of Prophecy
Matthew 13:34-35 “Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; He did not say anything to them without using a parable. So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: ‘I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.’”
Jesus fulfilled another Messianic prophecy;
Psalm 78:1-2 “My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, things from of old.”

The hidden truths of God’s Kingdom, long concealed in mystery, were now revealed through the words and works of Christ.
The Meaning of the Weeds Explained
Matthew 13:36-43 “Then He left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to Him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the Kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of His Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.’”
This explanation reveals both the mercy and the justice of God. The present world is mixed, but a day is coming when the righteous will be separated from the wicked. Those who belong to Father will shine like the sun in His eternal Kingdom.

#5 & #6: The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
Matthew 13:44-46 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”
The Kingdom of Heaven is worth any sacrifice. Those who truly discover it’s worth gladly surrender all to gain it. Salvation is not earned, it’s received, but once we see its value, nothing else compares. The joy of knowing Jesus outweighs, outshines, and is more valuable than everything the world offers.

#7: The Parable of the Net
Matthew 13:47-50 “Once again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The net gathers everyone together, but judgment separates the true from the false. God’s mercy gathers, but His holiness discerns. One day all will be sorted according to faith and obedience.
Context:  Jesus was speaking to many people gathered along the shore at this point. Some there were true followers, others were there just because they wanted to see miracles, others may have been there to ridicule and discredit Him, and the Pharisees were likely there to trap Him by His words and bring Him up on blasphemy charges. He did not sort through them at the time, he allowed them all to stay and follow regardless of motives. That sorting would not go undone forever; it would take place at the right time.

#8: House Owner’s Treasure
Matthew 13:51-52 “‘Have you understood all these things?’ Jesus asked. ‘Yes,’ they replied. He said to them, ‘Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.’”
Jesus shows that the truths of the Old Covenant and the New are not in conflict. The Gospel completes what the Law and Prophets began. The faithful teacher draws from both, showing how the old is fulfilled in the new.
This is the essence of sound Bible Teaching.  Using the Old to illuminate the new. Beware of any Bible teachers who ignore, or discredit the “Law and the Prophets”, in fact only embrace the teachings of those who present “new treasures as well as old”, The Old Testament as well as the New.

A Prophet Without Honor
Matthew 13:53-58 “When Jesus had finished these parables, He moved on from there. Coming to His hometown, He began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?’ they asked. ‘Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t His mother’s name Mary, and aren’t His brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all His sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?’ And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.’ And He did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.”
‘A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.’
Jesus uses a double-negative to say:
“A prophet does have honor — everywhere except in his hometown and among his own family.”
Familiarity can breed unbelief. The people of Nazareth couldn’t see Jesus as the Messiah because they thought of Him only as “the carpenter’s son.”
[That often happens to us, with our old friends, neighbors, and family members…]
Jesus had a turbulent relationship with His hometown of Nazareth.  In Luke 4 He went there, preached in the synagogue and they were all amazed by His words. Yet when He complimented the faith of certain Gentiles, they turned on Him and tried to throw Him off a cliff. 
He obviously went back and gave them another chance. He did miracles and signs in their midst but they would not look upon Him as anything more than a local carpenter’s son, and doubted His Messiahship. Fir that lack of faith, He could not do any more miracles.

God has given every one of us a measure of faith—a seed planted by His own hand (Romans 12:3). Jesus said that seed can fall on all kinds of ground. Some hearts are like the path, where the Word never sinks in. Some are rocky, where faith springs up fast but fades when things get hard. Some are thorny, choked by worry, pleasure, or distraction. But then there’s the good soil—the heart that receives His Word, holds onto it, and bears fruit that lasts.
When Jesus went back to Nazareth, His own hometown, He found hearts that were anything but ready. They heard His words but couldn’t believe them. Familiarity blinded their faith, and He could do few miracles there because of their unbelief.
So the question is, what kind of soil will we be? God has already given us the seed—the measure of faith—and “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17).  How will we respond to the word? to the Spirit?
We need to keep our hearts open, soft, and ready for His truth. If we do, that seed will NOT return void. It will grow deep and strong, producing a harvest that not only changes our lives, but in the lives of our friends, and family, showing the world what happens when faith is planted in good soil.
