The Fall Feasts of the Lord
We are in the middle of the Fall Feast season according to the Biblical calendar that is put forth in the Law (the Old Testament). We observe and celebrate them because we are God’s people, rooted and grafted into His household. 
The Feasts of the Lord are household celebrations of the people of God. Jesus and all the Apostles, and every believer for the first 5-10 years of the early church were Jewish. Even as non-Jews came into the church, they did not Jettison their Jewishness, especially the keeping of the appointed festivals. Jesus himself, not only celebrate each one, but he also fulfilled them 
Matt 5:17 (from the sermon on the mount) “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
Paul, when he was writing Romans, took great care to explain the dynamics of Gentiles (non-Jews), coming into faith in Jesus the Messiah. He describes this dynamic in his famous “Olive Tree Analogy” in Romans 11;
Romans 11:13-18 “I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as first fruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you.”
Key verse;
Romans 11:17 "You, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root."
This gives us a beautiful picture of what it means to belong to God’s covenant family. He uses the image of an olive tree. Some branches are natural — the Jewish people, rooted in God’s promises. Other branches are wild — Gentiles, once outsiders, now grafted in by faith in Messiah.
He uses the phrase: “you now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root.”
That nourishing sap is not only salvation in Jesus. It’s the whole flow of God’s covenant blessings — His Word, His promises, His Messiah, His Spirit, His appointed times.
Since we are grafted in, we share in the nourishing sap. And that nourishing sap includes the Feasts of the Lord.

I. The Olive Tree and Its Root
· The root – God’s covenant promises given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Gen. 12:1–3).
· The natural branches – Israel, the covenant family.
· The wild olive shoots – Gentiles, once cut off, now joined in by faith.
The important point is this: the tree is not replaced. God didn’t dig it up and start fresh. He grafted us into His existing covenant story.
That means we don’t just get forgiveness of sins. We get the whole sap of the covenant — all of it, including the feasts.

II. Sharing the Nourishing Sap
When Paul says we share the “nourishing sap,” he’s saying we receive the lifeblood of Israel’s covenant with God.
· The Scriptures – Given through Israel, now our treasure (Rom. 3:1–2).
· The Promises – Fulfilled in Messiah (Luke 24:44).
· The Spirit – The very presence of God now dwelling in us.
· The Appointed Times – God’s calendar that reveals His redemptive plan.
And part of that richness are “The Feasts of the Lord.”

III. The Feasts as Part of the Sap
Leviticus 23 calls them not “Jewish feasts” but “the feasts of the Lord.” They belong to Him — and through Messiah, we are invited to celebrate them.
Since we are grafted in, we share in this nourishing sap. That means the feasts are not just for Israel. They are for us too — as signs, rehearsals, and celebrations of God’s redemption.
Gratitude, then, should be our response — gratitude for being grafted in, gratitude for sharing in the sap, gratitude that even the Feasts of the Lord now nourish us in Christ.
THE FEASTS OF “THE LORD” We call them Biblical Holidays not Jewish holidays, because they are all taken from our Bible, the Old Testament a.k.a. “The Hebrew Scriptures” (not the Jewish Talmud or Midrash).
Leviticus 23 lists all seven of the annual feasts in an easy-to-follow chapter describing each one.
Lev. 23:1-2 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed festivals, the appointed festivals of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.”
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THE SEVEN FEASTS: 
Spring:
1. Passover (Pesach)
2. Feast of Unleavened Bread
3. Feast of First Fruits
4. Shavuot (Pentecost) Feast of Weeks
5. Fall:
6. Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah)
7. Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
8. Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles)

THE FALL FEASTS
I. FEAST OF TRUMPETS – ROSH HASHANAH (Shofar Blast)
Yom Teruah  - Day of Trumpet Blast
Rosh Hashanah – Head of the Year

Leviticus 23:24 – “On the first day of the seventh month you are to have a day of sabbath rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts.”
Rosh Hashanah marks the civil new year and the beginning of the fall feasts. The shofar (ram’s horn) is blown as a call to repentance and spiritual awakening.
This begins the “Ten Days of Awe” — a time of reflection and returning to God, leading to Yom Kippur.
In Messianic understanding, it foreshadows the future return of Messiah with the trumpet blast.
1st Thessalonians 4:16 “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God...”
Many people believe that because the return of Jesus is marked with a Trumpet call, that he will return on Rosh Hashanah when He comes back. 
Also, 
1st Corinthians 15:52 “For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed”.
It very well may happen someday on Rosh Hashanah, but it’s important to be careful not to try to figure it out based on the limited knowledge we have. 
Matthew 24:36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”
[ I was in Israel on the Rosh Hashanah after 9-11-01. The world was in a state of terror more than any day in modern times. Israel had already experienced waves of terror, and now it had reached the United States with massive death and destruction like we’ve never seen. The date was September 18, 2001, and every believer in Israel, including me was watching the sky, especially around the mount of Olives to see if Jesus would return. He didn’t return that day, but someday he will, but it will be you do not expect Him.
Matthew 24:44 "So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him." ]

II.  DAY OF ATONEMENT – YOM KIPPUR (The Holiest Day)
Leviticus 23:27–28  “The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement... atonement is made for you before the LORD your God.”
Yom Kippur is a solemn day of fasting, repentance, and prayer. In Leviticus 16, two goats were selected: one slain, the other set free symbolizing both payment for sin and its removal.
Hebrews 9:12  “He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.”
Jesus fulfilled this feast as our once-for-all atonement, needing no repeat sacrifice. Though atonement is complete in Christ, believers often observe this day through fasting and prayer in gratitude.
1st John 2:2  “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
III.  FEAST OF TABERNACLES – SUKKOT      _[image: A tent with tables and chairs on grass
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Leviticus 23:33–34, 42–43 – “Live in temporary shelters for seven days... so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary shelters when I brought them out of Egypt.”
Sukkot commemorates Israel’s journey in the wilderness and celebrates God’s presence and provision. Families build and dwell in sukkahs (booths) to remember God's faithfulness.
It is a joyful feast of worship, meals, and thanksgiving.
John 1:14  “The Word became flesh and dwelt [tabernacled] among us.”
Prophetically, it points to the Millennial Reign of Messiah when God will dwell with His people again.
Zechariah 14:16 “Then the survivors (end times) will go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles.”
Celebrating the Feasts are not mandatory decrees that need to be held to in order to earn or guarantee salvation, but they offer a richness to the experience of being the People of God.  We can learn from them and live by them, and in keeping of them there is great reward.

Psalm 19:9-11 “The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb.11 By them your servant is warned;  in keeping them there is great reward.”

Heb. 11:6 “He is a rewarder of those who earnestly seek Him.” 

How to keep them?
· Explore the Feasts – Study them in Scripture. See how they reveal Messiah.
· Celebrate the Feasts – Even simple observances (a meal, prayer, reading the Word) connect us with God’s redemptive calendar.
· Anticipate the Future – The Fall Feasts especially remind us of what is yet to come: the return of Messiah, final atonement, and God dwelling with His people forever.

This final verse is blessing was spoken to Ruth a Gentile by Boaz a Jewish man, because of her faithfulness to the God of Israel and His people.
Ruth 2:12 “May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”

Let’s take this special time to “earnestly Seek” Him as He rewards us with the power of His presence, and the peace that comes from obedience to His Word, especially in these special days that are set aside to honor Him.
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