Matthew  9
To Fulfill What Was Spoken
“Teaching, Proclaiming, & Healing”
Jesus and had been traveling around the region of Galilee and was starting to collect His Apostles and attract followers. In Matthew 8, Jesus had at least four known apostles (Peter, Andrew, James, and John). Others may have begun following Him, but the formal circle of twelve apostles wasn’t set until Matthew 10.

They had just visited the area of the Gadarenes which is on the East side of the sea (actually a “lake” 8m x 13m, which is smaller than the Raritan Bay), across from where he was living at the time. After casting a legion of demons out of two men and sending them into a herd of pigs, the whole village pleaded with Him to leave their region.
Throughout the first 8 chapters, He had been;
•  Preaching, •  Calling disciples, •  Teaching , •  Healing, •  Casting out demons, •  even Calming a storm. 
He will now go back to Capernaum and continue his mission of Fulfilling what was spoken of Him through the prophets. 
CHAPTER 9
Mattthew 9:1-8 “Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”
3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to man.
What stands out most here is not only the miracle of healing but the “authority of Jesus”. Notice: the man’s greatest need was not his legs, but his heart. His problem wasn’t just paralysis, it was sin. And Jesus goes straight to the root and says: “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”
This is radical. In Jewish understanding, only God Himself had the authority to forgive sins. The scribes understood this, which is why they immediately accused Jesus of blasphemy. They weren’t entirely wrong, their theology was right that “only God can forgive sins”. What they were missing was that God was standing right there before them in the person of Yeshua Ha Mashiach (Jesus the Christ).
Jesus then “Knowing their thoughts”, presses the issue: “Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?”  One is Easier to say, but harder to prove
· Anyone could say “Your sins are forgiven.” It’s invisible—no one can see whether it actually happened.
· But to say “Get up and walk” requires visible, immediate proof. If nothing happens, you’re exposed as a fraud.
To prove His authority, He does the visible miracle—healing the man’s body—so that everyone could know He also had authority over the invisible—healing the man’s soul.
This is why the people “praised God, who had given such authority to man.” It was awe-inspiring, because it meant Messiah had come, bringing the kingdom of God with forgiveness, healing, and restoration.

(The Calling of Matthew)
Mattthew 9:9-13 “As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
This passage it shows the ‘radical grace’ of Jesus. Up until this point Matthew (also called Levi) who wrote this gospel, was not among Jesus’ followers. He was a tax collector, which in Jewish society, meant being despised, seen as a traitor who worked for Rome and often cheated his own people. Yet Jesus looks at this man, sitting at his booth, and says simply: “Follow me.” And Matthew gets up and follows.
Think about it: from an outside perspective, Matthew brought nothing positive to the team, only negative stigma. He wasn’t respected, he wasn’t popular, in terms of influence in Jewish society, he was more of a liability than an asset. But Jesus called him anyway. That’s the beauty of the Gospel, He doesn’t call us because we’re worthy, but because He is merciful.
THEN…, Matthew throws a dinner party and invites all his sinful-outcast friends, other tax collectors and “sinners.” This infuriates the Pharisees. To them, holiness meant separation from the unclean. But Jesus redefines holiness, not by distance, but by presence. He enters into the lives of the broken and calls them to Himself.
Jesus’ answer is both sharp and compassionate: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick… I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” Here He quotes Hosea 6:6, reminding the Pharisees of the words of their own prophets, and that He came not to affirm the religious, but “ to seek and to save the lost”.

(Jesus Questioned About Fasting)
Mattthew 9:14-17 “Then John’s disciples came and asked him, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast?” 15 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.16 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 17 Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”

Some of The disciples of John the Baptist were following Jesus asked Him: “Why do “we and the Pharisees” fast often, but your disciples do not fast?”
Fasting was a major part of Jewish religious practice in the first century. Pharisees would often fast twice a week (Luke 18:12), and John’s disciples likely practiced it regularly as well. It was seen as an act of humility and repentance before God. So the question isn’t trivial—they’re wondering why Jesus’ followers don’t look as devout as everyone else.
Jesus responds with a picture: “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them?” In other words, this is a wedding, not a funeral. Fasting was usually associated with sorrow, repentance, or waiting on God. But how can His disciples fast when the very presence of God—the Bridegroom—has come? The wedding feast of the kingdom is beginning! Yet He also adds: “The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.” This is a veiled reference to His coming death, when fasting and mourning will once again have their place.
Then Jesus goes deeper, using two metaphors:
1. The Patch on an Old Garment: Sewing a new, unshrunk patch on an old garment will only make the tear worse once it shrinks.
2. New Wine in Old Wineskins: Pouring new wine (which ferments and expands) into old, brittle wineskins will cause them to burst.
The point is clear: He’s bringing something entirely new, the New Covenant. His presence, His kingdom, His Spirit cannot be contained in the old categories of ritual and tradition. The kingdom is new wine, requiring new wineskins.
(Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman)
Mattthew 9:18-26 “While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” 22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment. 23 When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this spread through all that region.”

As Jesus is teaching about the newness of His kingdom, He is suddenly interrupted by urgent need. A synagogue leader—Mark and Luke tell us his name was Jairus—kneels before Him and says, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.”
(  Matthew 9:18–26 – Jairus tells Jesus, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus arrives, tells the mourners she is only “asleep,” and then raises her by taking her hand.
  Mark 5:21–43 – Jairus first says his daughter is dying, not yet dead. On the way, messengers arrive: “Your daughter is dead.” Jesus encourages Jairus: “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” He then raises her.
  Luke 8:40–56 – Similar to Mark: the girl is dying, then declared dead by others, but Jesus insists, “She is not dead but asleep.”)


Think about this man: a synagogue ruler, respected in the community, yet desperate enough to publicly kneel before Jesus. That’s faith. He believes that even death itself is no obstacle for the touch of the Messiah.
On the way to Jairus’ house, another miracle unfolds. A woman, suffering from a bleeding disorder for twelve long years, quietly pushes through the crowd. Under Jewish law, her condition made her ceremonially unclean. She would have been isolated, excluded, ashamed. Yet she says to herself, “If I only touch His cloak, I will be healed.”
Her faith was humble, almost hidden. She didn’t demand attention. She just reached out. And immediately, Jesus stops, turns, and calls her “daughter.” What a powerful word! She who had been cut off is now welcomed into family. “Take heart, daughter, your faith has healed you.” Instantly, she is restored.
Finally, Jesus arrives at Jairus’ house, where mourners are already wailing and playing funeral music. He declares, “The girl is not dead but asleep.” The crowd laughs at Him. But once they’re put outside, Jesus takes her by the hand—and life returns. What no one thought possible, Jesus makes reality.


(Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute)
Mattthew 9:27-34 “As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. 29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you”; 30 and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region. 32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”
As Jesus leaves Jairus’ house, He is immediately followed by two blind men crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”
This is the first time in Matthew’s Gospel that Jesus is addressed with the messianic title “Son of David.” It shows that these men recognized Him not just as a miracle-worker, but as the promised Messiah who would open blind eyes (Isaiah 35:5–6). Their plea is simple: “Have mercy on us.” They know their need, and they know who can meet it.
Jesus doesn’t heal them right away. Instead, He asks a question of faith: “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” And when they respond, “Yes, Lord,” He touches their eyes and says, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” Immediately, their sight is restored.
But notice: Jesus sternly warns them not to spread the news. Why? Likely because He wanted to avoid premature conflict with the religious leaders and the misunderstanding of His mission as merely a miracle-worker. Yet, in their joy, they cannot contain it—they spread the news throughout the region.
Right after this, another miracle unfolds. A demon-possessed man who cannot speak is brought to Him. Jesus drives out the demon, and instantly the mute man speaks. The crowd is astonished, declaring, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!” But the Pharisees respond with hard hearts, saying, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”

(The Workers Are Few)
Mattthew 9:35-38 “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” <>
Matthew closes this chapter with a summary of Jesus’ ministry: “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.”
Here we see the threefold rhythm of His ministry:
· Teaching – grounding people in the Word of God.
· Proclaiming – announcing the good news of the kingdom.
· Healing – demonstrating the kingdom in power and compassion.
But what moves me most is verse 36: “When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”
He sees not just their sicknesses but their lostness. They were spiritually leaderless, vulnerable, and aimless, like sheep without a shepherd. This echoes the cry of the prophets, especially Ezekiel 34, where God promised to come Himself as the Shepherd of His people. Here that promise is fulfilled in Jesus.
Then He turns to His disciples with a challenge: “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.”
This shifts the focus. It’s not only about what Jesus does, but about what He is calling His followers to do. He wants them to share in His compassion, to see the crowds as He sees them, and to join Him in the mission.

We are to go and do what he has taught and empowered us to do…
[Story of visiting a person with a dying cat. I didn’t pray…I felt bad
The next day I was on the phone with someone who was going on an important trip...he said pray for me, I said “let’s pray right now!”]

When in doubt, Pray! Don’t hesitate Minister in every opportunity.
