Matthew 11
“Come to me”
To Fulfill What Was Spoken

Matt. 10:38-39 “Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.”

Following Jesus requires us to be “all in” for Him, just as He is to us. If you try to find purpose, fulfillment, or even comfort in life apart from Him and outside His will, you will lose it. But if you give your life for Him, you will find these things and more.
Matthew 11:1 “After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.” 
Jesus had sent His disciples on ministry journeys to the “lost sheep of Israel” (the Jewish towns. Meanwhile He went up to the towns in Galilee like Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum (all Jewish towns in Northern Galilee). He did many miracles in these towns, and preached repentance, but they for the most part still rejected Him.
JOHN THE BAPTIST
Matthew 11:2-3  “When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”
John the Baptist was a man of tremendous Faith and courage. He knew that His mission was to prepare the way for the Kingdom of God, and the Messiah. He knew that Jesus was on the scene and the time of the long-awaited Kingdom was upon them. That’s why he so forcefully preached repentance and even boldly rebuked Herod Antipas, who had divorced his wife and taken Herodias, who had been the wife of his half-brother. This is why he was put in prison. He was waiting however for the Messiah to do something about it, and in a moment of uncertainty, he sent his followers to ask Jesus if He is Him, or should we expect someone else, perhaps someone more powerful?
Matthew 11:4-6  “Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
Jesus was basically telling John; “YES” I am the one that has fulfilled what was written and spoken of by the prophets”. 
His response to John was very much like what He read in his hometown synagogue when He was asked to speak early on in His ministry.
Luke 4:18-21 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to;
proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
In other words, ‘go back and report to John that these signs of the Messiah are actually taking place, so be encouraged, everything is happenings according to God’s will’.
His last words to John however, were probably a bit unexpected;
“Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
This was a strong message to John the Baptist and all of his followers that basically means;
“Blessed is the person who doesn’t trip over who I am or how I work.”
“Blessed is the one who doesn’t reject Me because I don’t fit their expectations.”
John was languishing in prison, but his expectation was that the Messiah who would come to “proclaim freedom for the prisoners” and “to set the oppressed free” would physically busy him out of jail and conquer Herod, take over the Roman Empire and rule the world from His throne in Jerusalem. He was not alone in expecting, most of the Jews, including many of Jesus’ followers had that same expectation. 
Jesus told Pilate;
John 18:36 “Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.’” 
Today, many believers make this same mistake. They forget that Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. They expect Jesus to redistribute wealth and power from the rich to the poor. To free anyone who is in prison, and liberate everyone on earth who is oppressed. These are wonderful aspirations, but as we see here Jesus had, and has a higher purpose – The Kingdom of God. 
Jesus walked throughout Judea in the Roman Empire for three and a half years. There were many people who were unjustly imprisoned, forced into slavery, poor and destitute, and oppressed all around Him (including John the Baptist). They remained that way after Him as well. (John was eventually beheaded).
Did he fail to fulfill the prophecies that were written about Him?
Not at all! He made the Kingdom of God available to all who would believe Him, and rewarded each one just like He promised in the beatitudes;
· Poor in spirit → Kingdom of heaven
· Mourn → Comforted
· Meek → Inherit the earth
· Hunger for righteousness → Filled
· Merciful → Shown mercy
· Pure in heart → See God
· Peacemakers → Called God’s children
· Persecuted → Kingdom of heaven
We can easily get disappointed, maybe even lose faith in God when He doesn’t perform for us in situations like we expect. We need to remember to seek first the Kingdom of God, and all the things we need will be given to us.
Matthew 11:7-12 “As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way before you.’”

This is a quote from the very last book of the Old Testament prophesying about John the Baptist who came to prepare ethe way for the Messiah. 

Jesus did not condemn or criticize John the Baptist for questioning Him. In fact as John’s disciples were leaving, He paid John the highest compliment ever given to anyone;


Matthew 11:1 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist”; 
He quickly follows it with this statement;
“…yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it.”
[“subject to violence” = forcefully advancing] 
Jesus is saying that the Kingdom plan is rolling out just as God timed it. The glory of the Kingdom that is to come would be much greater than what was seen then at that time.
After Jesus conquered sin on the cross and death through His resurrection, those who enter into the New Covenant experience a greater position, because they live in the full reality of the Kingdom of God through Christ’s death and resurrection.
Matthew 11:13-15 “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Once again Jesus end a statement with a puzzling phrase “Whoever has ears, let them hear”. Just like before, he is not speaking of the temporal, He is speaking of the eternal, not physical ears, but spiritual ears. His statement about Elijah should have gotten their attention, because the very passage of the Old testament says;
Malachi 4:5  “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.”
He tells us that for those who understand the word of God, John the Baptist is Elijah!
 Matthew 11:16-19 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:
17 “‘We played the pipe for you,
    and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
    and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”
Jesus is speaking about the expectations that people have of Him and of John. They were mostly inaccurate, and caused them to reject them both, and in some cases say that they are possessed by demons. They were being judged not by the wisdom of the Kingdom of God, but by the superficial values of man’s religion and tradition.
Paul writes;

Romans 14:17 “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
Jesus had been traveling through towns preaching repentance and doing miracles for them so that they would believe. They continued to reject Him however, and he responds by denouncing them;
Matthew 11:20-24 “Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.”
Sodom was a city in Genesis that was destroyed by “fire and brimstone” because of unrepentant evil.
The cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, had Jesus Himself present, doing miracles and calling them to repentance, yet they rejected Him. Jesus calls judgment upon these cities.
History shows that both Chorazin and Capernaum were destroyed by earthquakes in later centuries, and Bethsaida, which means “house of the fishermen” had it’s river dry up and it became desolate.
---
This chapter shows us sides of Jesus that make us question our preconceived ideas about who He is, and what He is like. He did not fit the mold of what some of the Jews were expecting, and perhaps does not fit your preconceived mold of what he is like? 
One thing that is true about Jesus is that He is not like us, and often not like we expect;
Isaiah  55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Quote from “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” (C.S. Lewis):
Susan, one of the children who entered Narnia through the wardrobe first hears about “Aslan” who symbolically represents “Jesus” in the story.
“Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great Lion.”
“Ooh,” said Susan. “I’d thought he was a man. Is he—quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.”
“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “who said anything about safe? ’Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”… He’s wild, you know. Not like a tame lion.”

Sometimes we need to be as children, learning what Jesus is like wit fresh eyes and willing hearts. If we come with our preconceived opinions of what He is or should be, we may miss out on what He is trying to reveal to us about Himself.
Luke 18:16-17  “But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
Jesus describes this in a prayer to the Father;
Matthew 11:25-27 “At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.
27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
Jesus closes the chapter by describing himself to us. It is the only place in the Bible where Jesus explicitly tells us what He is like, and He does it with an invitation to “come”;
Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” <>
“Come to me”  This is a personal invitation from Jesus Himself. It’s not “come to religion,” “come to rules,” or “come to the temple,” or “come prove yourself to me”…just “come to Me.”
“All you who are weary and burdened”  Jesus is speaking to people who are spiritually exhausted, weighed down by sin, legalism, guilt, or suffering.
“I will give you rest”  True rest isn’t just physical relief but deep, spiritual peace and renewal that comes from being reconciled to God.
“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me”  A “yoke” is the harness that connects to animals together to work side-by-side. Jesus’ yoke is a partnership. He bears the weight with us and leads us gently.
“I am gentle and humble in heart” Jesus’ character stands in contrast to harsh religious systems. His heart is kind, approachable, and full of grace.
Think about Him as; Gentle…  Humble in heart…
“You will find rest for your souls”  offers deep, lasting rest and restoration that reaches the core of who we are “our Soul” (mind and emotions). When trust in Him, our souls can finally stop striving and start resting in His love and faithfulness.
“My yoke is easy and my burden is light”  Following Jesus doesn’t mean life will be trouble-free, but it means His way leads to freedom, not crushing pressure.
Jesus’ invitation is simple yet life-changing. He’s not calling us to “strive harder” but to “walk closer” with Him. When we come to Him as we are, tired, burdened, or unsure. He meets us with gentleness and grace, carries what we can’t, and gives the kind of rest the world can’t offer. 
He is gentle and humble in heart” That is who He is and how He is. That is also the heart of the Gospel: not religion, but relationship with the Heavenly Father through His Jesus.

