Matthew 10
To Fulfill What Was Spoken
“Committed to the Calling”

 Matt. 9:37 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” <>
This shifts the focus. It’s not only about what Jesus does, but about what He is calling His followers to do. He wants them to share in His compassion, to see the crowds as He sees them, and to join Him in the mission.
We are to go and do what he has taught and empowered us to do…
In Matthew 10, Jesus actually gathered His 12 Apostles, and sent them out on “maneuvers” (2 x 2 according to Mark). 
They were to take very little with them, and only go to specific regions. Before He sent them, He gave them authority over evil spirits, and to heal.
Matthew 10:1 “Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.”
It’s important to note, they did not go out in their own strength, or their own authority. They went in the power and authority of Jesus. This is a lesson we all must learn. We only have power and authority when we operate in His will, and in His name and authority. Not our own abilities talents, or even gifts.  
John 15:5 “If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”
Then Matthew lists the 12 Apostles by name;
Matthew 10:2-4 “These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”
When we look closely at the Twelve Apostles, we see that they are NOT a diverse group of followers from all walks of life?
No, they were all Jewish men like Jesus, of similar age and geographic location (Galilee);
Just as Jesus was not just a random person of no specific race or creed, neither were His Twelve Apostles. Each one was a Jewish young man who grew up in a Torah-observant household, observing the feasts, and awaiting the Messiah.

Apostle’s Names and Identities:

1. Peter (Shimon Kepha) – Galilean fisherman, Torah-observant Jew, leader among the apostles. 
“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean” Acts 10

2. James (Yaakov) – Son of Zebedee Brother of John, called “James the Just” for his devout observance of the Law. (Not James Jesus’ half-brother, who came after this James was killed by Herod in Acts 12.)

3. John (Yochanan) – Son of Zebedee, brother of James, observant Jew, author of the Gospel and Revelation, close to the Temple culture.

4. Andrew (Andreas) – Brother of Peter, likely studied under “John the Baptist” (who was possibly an Essene Jew); devout Jew from Galilee.

5. Philip (Philippos) – Greek name but very Jewish (John 1:45–46 to Nathaniel “We have found the one whom Moses wrote about…”); familiar with Torah.

6. Bartholomew (Nathanael) – Called “an Israelite indeed” by Jesus (John 1:47).

7. Matthew (Levi) – A tax collector, but identified by his Hebrew “priestly” name; left profession to follow Jesus.

8. Thomas (Toma) – Name rooted in Aramaic/Hebrew, called “Didymus” (twin); devout Jew. The first person in Scripture to say, "My Lord and my God!" 

9. James the Less – Son of Alphaeus, traditional Jewish identity.

10. Simon the Zealot – Member of a Jewish nationalist movement before following Jesus.

11. Thaddeus (Judas son of James) – A disciple with traditional Jewish roots.

12.  Judas Iscariot – Also a Jew from Judah; his betrayal does not negate his Jewishness.
It’s important to note that these men were both “chosen” by Jesus, and also “chose” to follow Him. They could have easily rejected Jesus and chose not to follow Him (like the Rich Young Ruler). Nothing was forced or decided for them – just like us, they exercised their “Free Will” to follow Jesus.
Matthew 10:5-6 “These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.”
Remember the plan of God was ultimately for every nation, ethnicity, and people group to come into the household of Israel through Jesus the Messiah. But that part of the plan had not unfolded yet. In fact, there were little to no “non-Jewish” followers of Jesus until 5-10 years after Jesus died, resurrected and ascended. It wasn’t until Cornelius in Acts Chapter 10.
Jesus was still focused on reaching only the lost sheep of Israel (the Jews). So that’s where He sent them.
Matthew 10:7-8 “As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”
Here Jesus gives them their marching orders, which were;
· Proclaim the message of the Kingdom - (relatively easy)
· Heal the sick - (a bit more difficult)
· Cleanse those who have leprosy - (seemingly impossible)
· Drive out demons - (scary)
· RAISE THE DEAD! - (unthinkable!!!)
This is why it was so important that He “gave them authority” when He sent them. Apart from His authority they would be powerless. He was training them to operate in His authority, In His power, and go out in His name.
He tells them later in Mathew;
Matthew 19:26  “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
[ Story: Praying for man in deep coma]
Then Jesus gives them instructions on what to pack;
Matthew 10:9-10 “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— 10 no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep.”
Not only are they not to operate in their own power, but also they are not to rely on their own provision. 
Matthew 10:11-15  “Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house until you leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.”
He tells them that they will be welcomed by certain people, and unwelcomed by others. There will be reward for those who welcome and receive those that Jesus sent and the message they bring, and consequences for those that reject them.
Matthew 10:16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 
Jesus warns them of the dangers they will face here on this journey, but also in the journeys to come. They will face real enemies, which is why they need to stay wise and vigilant, but also remain as peaceful as doves.
KJV “be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”
He continues with His warnings;
Matthew 10:17-20  “Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”
These things happened to them just as Jesus said. As we read through the book of Acts we see that they were; handed over to the local councils, flogged, brought before governors, and witnesses to the Gentiles. They were also given what to say by the Spirit of God speaking through them.
Jesus continues to speak both “immediate and prophetic significance”. In fact the book of Matthew grows more and more prophetic and apocalyptic as it continues toward the end. Here Jesus gives warnings that are both for the present time, and the times to come;
Matthew 10:21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to “the end” will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!
“Beelzebul” is a word that means “prince of Demons”. Some versions us the word Beelzebub, which I the same thing. 
[In the South we used the word “Be-elz-a-Bubba”] 
It is sometimes used as a name for Satan. 
Jesus warns His disciples that they will be treated like He has been;  slandered, maligned, and persecuted. If the world accused Him of being from Satan,(in the previous chapter) His followers should expect the same hostility. His disciples should accept this as part of following their Master.
Matthew 10:26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Jesus tells them plainly, that yes they will face opposition, but don’t fear them. The words the Spirit gives you will make you enemies of those who seek to harm you, but it’s better to fear displeasing the Lord, than offending your adversaries.
Peter and the others, who were there hearing this, must have remembered these words when they faced the Sanhedrin in Acts 5;
Acts 5  27“The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” 29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” >>>
40 They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.”
They stayed faithful to God, and He rewarded them for it, but not without some suffering.
Then Jesus tells them of The Father’s personal and individual care for them;
Matthew 10:29-31 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
[Hairs numbered? ‍ ] 
The Father cares deeply for each one of us! But we must not be afraid to stand for Him and acknowledge Him in public. (Something I really admired about Charlie Kirk.)
Matthew 10:32-33 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.”
This should be a warning to all of us! But also an encouragement. He continues to use the word “Father” to drive home the reality that they are being welcomed into relationship with the heavenly Father through Him and with Him. We suffer with Him, but we receive the glory of the Father’s love with Him as well.
Paul puts it this way;
Romans 8:16-17 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”
The chapter ends with Jesus challenging the Apostle’s allegiance to Him in what modern society might call “Culture Wars”. The term “culture war” describes clashes between traditional Christian values and progressive or secular worldviews. Usually it’s used to try to discourage people from being too political, or issues focused. Jesus however declares that there are stark and significant differences between those who follow Him and those who don’t.
Matthew 10:34-39 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law 36a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.”
Remember, Jesus was not yet associated with the word “cross”. That symbol meant death to self, no turning back, and everyone knew it. 
{“Burn the ships” (Hernan Cortes – Mexico 1519)}
Matthew 10:40-42 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” <>
Don’t be mistaken, Jesus IS all about peace, He is the “Prince of Peace”, He is not advocating violence or creating animosity among family members. His point is that His message is so radical, and so important, that those who reject it may also reject you! This is to be expected, even among close friends and family members. 
Sadly this is true for many of us, but when given the choice to honor God or Honor man, we must choose God!
The overarching message of this chapter is that there is great cost and commitment to being a follower of Jesus. It’s not a light-hearted stroll, or a convenient and comfortable addition to life.
Following Jesus may cost us deeply, even the comfort of our closest relationships, but it will never be without purpose or reward. Hebrews tells us that; “He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
Every step of costly obedience, every private act of faithfulness, even the proverbial “cup of cold water” given to His disciples in His name, is seen, remembered, and rewarded by God. 
The world may persecute you for standing with Jesus, but those who stand with Him, stand in the Father’s love, and He cares for them more than the birds of the air. 

We must be willing to say as Joshua did;
Joshua 24:15 “choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, …But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
Who will you choose?
