MATTHEW 7  - To Fulfill What Was Spoken
BUILD ON THE ROCK

Jesus launched his ministry from the shores of Galilee on a small hillside by the Sea, a place I have visited many times). It’s a modest spot, overlooking the Northwest coast. Not far from Capernaum, where Peter and Andrew grew up fishing, very close to where Zebedee and his sons James and John lived, and right next to the town of Magdala, the hometown of a girl named Mary, who at one point was possessed by seven evil spirits.
The Jews in Galilee were not the center of the religious universe; they did not live in Jerusalem where the temple was, and were not among the important cities of the Roman empire. Their lot in life was to work hard, pay enormous taxes, and live and die in relative obscurity, waiting for the Messiah who some believed had forgotten His people.
He began his preaching with this sermon in the back country small towns of Galilee, and brought hope and blessing to common people who seemed to have been lost and forsaken.
This last chapter of the Sermon on the Mount ends with a series of warnings and invitation for us to consider. Warnings about falsehoods and unbelief, but also invitations to ask and receive good gifts from the Heavenly father, including eternal life.
MATTHEW 7
Matt. 7:1-12 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”
This is not a ban on all moral discernment but a warning against a harsh, hypocritical, and condemning spirit. Jesus clarifies with the “speck and plank” illustration that we must examine ourselves before pointing out the faults of others, reminding us that the measure we use will be applied back to us. This doesn’t mean embracing moral relativism, believers are still called to discern truth from error, but it does mean avoiding self-righteousness and remembering that God has shown us ALL mercy in Christ. The heart of the verse is that we should evaluate with humility, extend the mercy we’ve received, and seek to restore rather than condemn.
Matt. 7:6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.”
I see this happen a lot, especially online.  Jesus warns believers not to waste or cheapen the treasures of God’s truth by pressing them on those who openly despise or mock it, symbolized by “dogs” and “pigs” who were deemed dirty animals in Jewish culture. The “sacred” and “pearls” represent the gospel and wisdom of God, which some may trample underfoot and even respond with hostility toward those who share it. 
This is not a call to withhold the gospel, but rather an instruction to use discernment and wisdom, recognizing when someone is hardened and unreceptive, the “seed” (word) is likely to fall on rocky ground. It’s best to trust the Holy Spirit to prepare hearts rather than forcing the word on those determined to mock or reject them.
Jesus then continues the sermon with an invitation: Ask, seek, knock.
7-12 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”
1. Ask and Receive
· God is not distant. He invites us to bring our deepest needs.
· But more than daily bread, the greatest need of the human soul is forgiveness and eternal life.
2. The Father’s Heart
· Earthly parents give food to their children. They don’t hand them stones and snakes.
· Jesus says: “How much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!”
· The greatest gift is salvation in Jesus Christ.
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
We found a gift card recently that someone gave us that we just never used. Obviously it was no use to us until we actually went through the process of using it. That required us to trust that the person who gave it to us that there was value in the card, so that when we went to use it, it would work. Both held true.
The same is true of salvation, but the stakes are much higher. The free gift of God is salvation and eternal life, but you have to receive the gift and trust the giver.
The Narrow and Wide Gates
Matt 7:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”
1. The Broad Road
· Wide gate, easy, popular.
· Requires no repentance, no surrender. Just go with the flow.
· But it leads to destruction.
2. The Narrow Road
· Entered by a small gate—Jesus Himself (John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”.
· Few choose it because it requires repentance and faith.
· But it alone leads to eternal life.
[ Illustration: How many have heard of the Alfred E. Driscoll Memorial Bridge? How about the Ellis S. Vieser Memorial Bridge?
The Driscoll Bridge is the GSP Parkway Raritan River Crossing, serving over 400,000 cars a day in Summer. The Ellis S. Vieser Memorial Bridge is the smaller Rt. 9 Southbound bridge that is built right next to it but serves way fewer cars.
Imagine if the Driscoll bridge was damaged and cars were falling into the water at the end of it, but only a few people were aware. Would you heed the call to take the Vieser bridge even if way more cars were on the Driscoll. This is what Jesus says is happening to the way of life.
which road are you on? The broad road of self, sin, and culture—or the narrow road of Jesus?]
Jesus warns about false prophets, but His words also expose our own hearts.
True and False Prophets
Matt 7:15-23 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”
False Prophets
· They look like they are speaking for the Lord but deceive. They are Wolves in sheep’s clothing.
· Many today preach a gospel without repentance, without a cross.
1. Religion Without Relationship
· “Lord, Lord,” they say. They even point to works—preaching, miracles, casting out demons.
· Yet Jesus says: “I never knew you.”
2. The Difference
· Salvation is not in works, and not in just going through the motions.
· Salvation is knowing Jesus, and being known by Him.
Jesus ends His sermon with a parable. Two builders, two houses, two foundations.
The Wise and Foolish Builders
Matt 7:24-27 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
1. The Wise Builder
· Hears Jesus’ words and obeys.
· Builds on the rock. When storms come—and they will—his house stands firm.
2. The Foolish Builder
· Hears Jesus’ words but ignores them.
· Builds on sand. When storms come, his life collapses with a great crash.
Jesus starts this section with “Therefore ...  “ 
When you see the word THEREFORE you have to ask, “What is it THERE  FOR?”

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 

SO…we must take a look back on the words he spoke, and see how we can put them into practice.

Much of this sermon is introducing the concept of “THE KINGDOM OF GOD”.
This was spoken to Jews who longed for and yearned for the Kingdom of God, through Messiah, but expected it to be a great earthly Kingdom (like David’s).

This time period was pivotal to Judaism, because it was during the final years of temple worship as prescribed by God to Moses, David, Solomon and the Priests -(Temple destroyed in 70AD and never rebuilt, there are no more sacrifices without the temple).

The Kingdom of the earth was pervasive and corrupt  (ROMAN EMPIRE)

The Gatekeepers to God and his temple, were ALSO extremely corrupt.
The High Priests, The Pharisees and Sadducees.
Josephus wrote about their lavish carnal lifestyle
The Essenes removed themselves from the corruption of Jerusalem to form the Qumran community (Dead Sea)

Jesus’ “Kingdom message” was that the world and all its falsehoods  are passing away, but we are citizens of “God’s Kingdom” which is eternal.

WHAT ELSE DID JESUS SAY IN TSOTM?

The theme of the SOTM – “The Kingdom of God”

Jesus preached more about THE KINGDOM OF GOD than any other topic.

His prayer was “Your Kingdom come your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”.

KEY VERSE OF SOTM:

Matt 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

What does that mean to us?

Choose:
· His ways over your own.
· His righteousness over your lustful ways
· His purposes over your personal agenda

In all areas, submit to God and His righteousness and you will be: “Kingdom Living”

· That includes the way you:
· Raise your children
· Conduct Your marriage
· Manage your Money
· Choose Your Profession, or how you do your work
· Important Decisions
· Life Choices

THIS IS HOW YOU BUILD YOUR HOUSE UPON THE ROCK
Jesus Says, By “Hearing what I say…and DOING IT.”
MATT 7: 24 “Therefore everyone who “hears” these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 
EXAMPLE: In October of 2012 NJ was hit by Hurricane Sandy. Many houses were destroyed but especially the ones built on a sand foundation along the Jersey shore, most dramatically in Mantoloking).  Inland there was also a lot of homes destroyed but many were saved because they were built on a more stalwart foundation block, brick, concrete or some other type of artificial rock). 

House built on Sand. 
_[image: How FEMA buyouts work]_

Many people’s lives are like that, because they are not built upon THE ROCK.

_[image: A house on a rock

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]_
 Build your house on Rock!

Jesus built His church on ROCK!

Matt 16:18b “and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Closing:
The storms of life are coming, many will be devastated, some will perish. 
Others will endure and persevere without harm
All of that depends on their: Location, Preparation and most importantly Foundation
The storms of life WILL COME!
Are you prepared?
Is your faith, hope, and security based upon the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.
If it is not   You will fall, and you will be destroyed.
If it is…all of God’s blessings will be given to you…in this life and the life to come.

Jesus closes His sermon by forcing a choice:
· Will you ask, seek, knock—or turn away?
· Will you enter the narrow gate—or stay on the broad road?
· Will you bear fruit—or continue unchanged?
· Will you know Him—or just pretend?
· Will you build on the rock—or on sand?
Matt 7:28 “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”<>
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