Matthew 6
“Seek first His kingdom”
Last chapter - Matt 5,  The Beatitudes - “Blessed are...”
1. The poor in spirit 
2. Those who mourn 
3. The meek 
4. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
5. The merciful 
6. The pure in heart 
7. The peacemakers 
8. Those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake
The blessings of the Kingdom of God, transcend wealth, popularity, fame, and even suffering!

We are blessed because of Jesus, not because of circumstances.
Chapter 6
Jesus begins this next section of the Sermon on the Mount by continuing the message of “internal integrity” over “prideful presentation”
He knew that his listeners had experienced years of hypocrisy from the Pharisees who present themselves as righteous and close to God, yet internally were sinful and self-righteous”
He tells them that God values sincerity of heart over outward show, and He Himself is the One who rewards true devotion. 
He mentions “rewards in secret” three times in this section.

Matthew 6:1-4 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
(This is true for us as individuals, but I sometimes feel like telling some churches that our goal is not to post all over social media, or advertise in public how many meals we served to the poor, how much money we gave to the needy, or how many homeless people we helped.  God knows, and will reward us accordingly.)
Prayer
Matthew 6:5-8  “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:
“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’” 
This is known as the Lord’s Prayer but is more accurately known as The Believer’s prayer because it is how Jesus taught us to pray as believers

Question: Should we pray in public if Jesus says pray in private?
Jesus strongly emphasized a private prayer life, he demonstrated it throughout his ministry (SEE JOHN 17)
This does not mean we shouldn’t pray in public at all; this is clearly demonstrated in the Old Testament as well as the new. (Acts 12, Corinthians 14, James 5, etc.)
Jesus publicly gave thanks and prayed;
The Lord’s prayer – THE BELIEVER’S PRAYER is a prayer MODEL, not necessarily meant to be a recited prayer;
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN – Indicates WHOM the prayer is directed to. Jesus used Father “ABBA” more than any other way when he spoke to God. “Not Baruch ata…”
HALLOWED BE THY NAME – Worship! …Your Name is Holy!
YOUR KINGDOM COME – This is Jesus’ message to us…The Kingdom of God. He talked about it more than anything else. 
YOUR WLL BE DONE – Submitting to GOD’S will not our own – (Jesus included – “Not MY will but YOURS be done”)
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN – This is the essence of the Kingdom of God, where God is KING and His will is done on earth in the same manner it is done in Heaven. 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD –Ask him to supply our needs, but stay dependent. Not our annual or lifetime supply. Not “win the lottery” so we don’t have to depend on God, we can take care of ourselves. We must come to him daily, regularly and ask for provision. 
FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS (SINS/TRESPASSES),  – The accurate word in the Greek for this section is “Debts”, in verse 14 the Word is “trespasses” when the Bible was translated into English there were two separate translations that became liturgy. More modern translations use the word SIN which can mean either debts or trespasses in this context. I like to use the word debt, but any of these are acceptable.
…AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS - The important thing is a VERY IMPORTANT thing, and that is WE MUST FORGIVE others. Jesus did it event to those who were crucifying Him. (He prayed this for US, not Himself - He had nothing to ask forgiveness for.)
AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION – Help us to not yield to temptation. 
BUT DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE – Protect us from the enemy. Yes you can pray this, you’re not alone in the fight, God wants to help you. 

Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
Note: Forgiveness is conditional in relationship, not in salvation by works
Jesus is not teaching that we “earn” God’s forgiveness by forgiving others. Salvation is always by grace. Rather, He is emphasizing that an unforgiving heart is incompatible with receiving God’s forgiveness. If someone refuses to forgive others, it may show that they may not have truly received or “understood” God’s grace and forgiveness.
Remember, this section of the Sermon on the Mount emphasizes the message of “internal integrity” over “prideful presentation”.
Fasting
Matthew 6:16-18 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
We live in a culture that encourages us to accumulate all that we can, upgrade to the newest and best of everything, (and then feel the need to insure everything because we worry about replacing it all.) 
Jesus addresses that type of anxiety in the next few verses, and says; “Do not worry.” 
He reorders our priorities.
This part of the Sermon on the Mount is where Jesus calls His disciples to a righteousness that flows from a Father-focused heart. He speaks about four topics; 
1. Treasures, 2. Eyes,3.  Masters, & 4. Priorities. 
Treasures
Matt 6:19-21
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Is your TREASURE “Earthly” or “Heavenly”
Jesus says “Do not store up treasure on earth” where moths, rust, and thieves destroy. Earthly treasure is vulnerable. 
“But store up treasure in heaven,” where it’s secure. 
Then concludes: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Notice the order: Jesus does not say, “Where your heart is, your treasure will follow,” but the other way around. Treasure leads; heart follows. 
Steering Wheel Analogy: Your spending is a steering wheel for your affections. 
(Time, money, devotion…)
Eyes
Matt 6:22-23 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!”
Two types of Eyes: Healthy vs. Bad 
“The eye is the lamp of the body.” If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. If your eye is bad, your body is full of darkness. 
What we allow in (intake)
GIGO – 1960’s computer programming phrase
Run all your thoughts through the…;
“Philippians 4:8 Filter”
Philippians 4:8  “whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think about such things.”
What we focus (fix) our eyes on, will determine the outcome of our day.
“Fix our eyes on Jesus” (Heb 12:2) 
Give Him the “First Look” of the day = Scripture & prayer before phone.
Masters
Matt 6:24  “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
Two Masters: God vs. “Mammon” 
(Mammon comes from the Aramaic word māmōnā, meaning wealth, possessions, or riches.)
“No one can serve two masters.” Not “shouldn’t,” but cannot. You will end up loving one and despising the other. You cannot serve God and Mammon—wealth personified, wealth as a rival deity promising safety, status, and control.
“Money is a wonderful servant and a cruel master.”
When it masters you, you interpret everything through the question, “How does this affect my financial security and status?” 
When God is your Master, you interpret everything through, “How does this advance His kingdom and righteousness?”
[Have you ever noticed that wealthy people obsess more about money more than others? (worries about Stock market, investment portfolios, trade, the Fed, taxes…etc. We all worry from time to time about these things, but not everyone is mastered by them. Especially those who seek first the kingdom…]
Priorities
Matt 6:25-32 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.”
Therefore: Do Not Worry 
Having reoriented treasure, vision, and loyalty…, Jesus says “Therefore”—because your Father is real and good—do not worry about life’s basics: food, drink, clothing. He does not belittle needs; He reframes them with two living parables:
Look at the Birds 
They do not sow or reap or store in barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of much more value? Birds work—but they don’t worry. Jesus asks, “Can worry add one hour to your life?” Answer is NO. (v. 27). Worry is unproductive and unworthy of God’s children, it’s a reflection on Him…isn’t He faithful?
Consider the Lilies 
The wildflowers don’t labor or spin, yet “not even Solomon” matched their God-given splendor. If God dresses grass that’s here today and gone tomorrow, how much more will He clothe you? 
Matt 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Matt 6:33 (KJV) “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
The Priority
“Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” The verb “seek” is present and primary—keep seeking, make it your first and continuous pursuit. God’s order is Kingdom → Provision, not Provision → Kingdom.
[Memorize this verse] “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matt 6:33)
Matt 6:34 “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”<>
Each Day’s Trouble 
Do not obsess about tomorrow’s trouble. Focus on dealing with today’s with God’s help. Tomorrow has its own set of challenges and obstacles, and God will be there too.
[Have you ever woken up in the middle of the night with your mind racing about what you need to do the next day, or the next week?  Then you can’t shut it off and go back to sleep because your anxiety kicks in and you’re more awake than before…Jesus has advice for that…” Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself…” (“Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”)]
------------------------------------------
“seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all ‘these things’ will be given to you as well”
God’s kingdom is completely different than the kingdom of this world.
The world tells you; to get all you can in the time you have, make the most money, achieve the most success, get ahead as best you can, the. When you’ve reached a certain level of success…then add God into the mix.  
That is not only the opposite of the Kingdom of God, it’s a recipe for failure and disaster. 
If you seek “These Things” instead of “the kingdom of God”, you may forfeit all that He has for you; your life’s purpose, your destiny, your fulfillment, and even eternal life!
The first and foremost way to seek first the kingdom is to “seek the Lord while he may be found”
Isaiah 55:6-7 “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.”
