MATTHEW 5 – Beatitudes and Beyond


THE SETTING 

Picture the scene: Jesus has been healing the sick, casting out demons, and proclaiming the Kingdom of God (Matthew 4:23–25). Large crowds are already following Him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

He climbs a hillside by the Sea of Galilee and sits down—(a place I have visited many times). It’s a modest hill, overlooking the Northwest shores of the Galilee. Not far from where his Apostles Peter and Andrew grew up fishing, very close to where Zebedee and his sons James and John lived, and right next to the town of Magdala, the hometown of a girl named Mary, who at one point was possessed by seven evil spirits.

These people who’ve been oppressed and marginalized all their lives by the political and religious elite, who were “poor in spirit”, “meek” and “mourning”, are about to hear how truly “blessed” they are;

According to Matthew, Jesus had only gathered 4 or 5 Apostles at this point, so his sermon was directed to a growing crowd in Galilee.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Matthew Chapters 5, 6 & 7    Jesus’ Inaugural address
Matt 5:1-16 “Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
(The Beatitudes)
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
    for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
    for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
    for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
    for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Jesus is saying that when people mock or mistreat us because of our faith in Him, it isn’t a setback—it’s actually a sign of blessing. Our hope isn’t tied to what others think but to the reward God promises in heaven. Just as the prophets before us stood firm in the face of rejection, we’re called to rejoice, knowing we’re in good company and that God sees our faithfulness.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Jesus calls His followers both “salt” and “light,” two everyday images with deep meaning. Salt preserves what would otherwise spoil and adds flavor to what would otherwise be bland. In the same way, our lives are meant to preserve God’s truth in a world that drifts toward corruption, and to bring the distinct “flavor” of Christ wherever we go. If we lose that distinctiveness, we lose our purpose.
Light, on the other hand, cannot help but shine. A lamp is not hidden—it is placed where its glow can guide and encourage others. Jesus is saying our faith is not meant to be private or concealed. Our words, actions, and character should be so filled with God’s presence that others are drawn to Him through us. Notice, though, that the goal is not for people to praise us, but to glorify our Father in heaven.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
In this passage, Jesus makes clear that He did not come to erase or discard the Law and the Prophets, but to bring them to their full meaning and fulfillment. God’s Word is enduring—every letter and stroke of it carries weight and purpose until all that God has promised is accomplished. Jesus affirms the ongoing value of God’s commands, but He also raises the bar: true righteousness is not about outward compliance, as the Pharisees often emphasized, but about a deeper, inner obedience that comes from the heart.
He warns that setting aside even the smallest part of God’s Word, or teaching others to do so, is a serious matter. At the same time, those who practice and teach God’s truth faithfully are honored in His kingdom. The challenge is unmistakable: human effort can’t produce the kind of righteousness Jesus is describing. Only through Him—the One who fulfills the Law perfectly—can we live out this greater righteousness.

Murder
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder,[a] and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister[b][c] will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’[d] is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.”
Adultery
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’[e] 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
Divorce
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’[f] 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

In this section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus goes beneath the surface of the Law and reveals God’s true intent—it’s not just about external actions but the condition of the heart.
On Anger (vv. 21–26):
Jesus shows that sin begins long before murder. Harboring anger, bitterness, or contempt toward others is just as destructive in God’s eyes. True worship cannot happen while relationships are broken; reconciliation is a higher priority than ritual. He calls us to deal quickly with conflict and pursue peace before it grows into judgment.
On Adultery (vv. 27–30):
Jesus intensifies the commandment against adultery, pointing out that lust is adultery in the heart. Sin starts internally, long before it manifests outwardly. His graphic language about removing an eye or hand is not meant literally but to stress the seriousness of sin and the radical steps we should take to avoid it. Purity requires discipline, vigilance, and guarding our hearts and minds.
On Divorce (vv. 31–32):
In a culture where divorce was often treated casually, Jesus reaffirms the seriousness of the marriage covenant. He clarifies that divorce apart from sexual immorality leads to deeper brokenness and sin. His words reminds us that God values faithfulness and the sacred bond of marriage.
Overall, these teachings press us beyond surface-level righteousness into a transformed heart. Jesus calls His followers to radical reconciliation, purity, and covenant faithfulness—not as burdens, but as marks of a life shaped by God’s kingdom.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” 
Jesus teaches that honesty should be so central to our character that we don’t need oaths to prove our words. Instead of swearing by heaven, earth, or anything else, our integrity should make a simple “yes” or “no” enough. Anything beyond that shows a lack of truthfulness.

Eye for Eye
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[h] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
Love for Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?”
You see, the sermon on the Mount is filled with very difficult and challenging verses. 
But none more than this…
48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” <>

In this section, Jesus redefines what true righteousness looks like in relationships. The old standard of justice—“eye for eye, tooth for tooth”—was meant to limit revenge, but Jesus goes further and calls His followers to surrender the right to retaliation altogether. Instead of returning insult for insult or harm for harm, He teaches us to respond with patience, generosity, and grace. Turning the other cheek, giving up more than what is taken, and walking the extra mile all demonstrate a heart that refuses to be controlled by bitterness or revenge.
Jesus then raises the call even higher: not only are we to avoid retaliation, but we are to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. This kind of love reflects the very nature of our heavenly Father, who provides sun and rain for both the righteous and the unrighteous. To love only those who are kind to us is nothing extraordinary; even those far from God do the same. But to love those who hate us, bless those who curse us, and pray for those who mistreat us—that is the mark of God’s kingdom.
The final call, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect,” reminds us that the standard is God Himself. This perfection is not about flawlessness, but about wholehearted love and maturity that mirrors the character of our Father.



THE BEATITUDES (Matthew 5:3–12)

Beatitudes means “blessed” or “deeply happy,” not because of material circumstances, but because of God’s favor and presence.

“A life lived in the Light of Jesus, is more fulfilling, more purposeful, and more “Blessed”, than a life without Him, regardless of material circumstances.”



1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (v. 3)
“Poor in spirit” means more than just downhearted or discouraged.  It means spiritually destitute. 
· Before Jesus, that meant a dark and hopeless journey of either vast emptiness, or worse, vulnerability to Evil Spirits. 
· Because of Jesus, there is good news! He not only renews our spirit but fills us with His Holy Spirit if we allow Him too!

Romans 8:16 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”

2. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (v. 4)
· Before Jesus, people mourned hopelessly with no promise of eternal life.
· Because of Jesus, we have the “Hope of Glory” for ourselves and our loved ones both here on earth and in heaven forever.

1st Thess. 4:13-14 “…do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.”

3. “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” (v. 5)
Meekness is not weakness—its strength submitted to God. Psalm 37:11 says, “The meek shall inherit the land.” 

· Before Jesus the thought of having any inheritance, especially under Roman injustice and extortion, was almost non-existence.
· Because of Jesus, even those who are materially meek and poor, can rule and reign with Him on high.

Revelation 5:10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”

4. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (v. 6)
The strongest cravings in human survival—hunger and thirst—are how Jesus describes the longing for God’s righteousness. (How many have ever fasted?, 1 day?, 2 days? 3 days?...)

· Before Jesus we are sort of like animals who spend their entire day, every day seeking only food, without an awareness of our Spiritual longing. 
· Because of Jesus we have a deeper hunger, “righteousness”, which is being in right relationship with the Heavenly Father, the Creator of the Universe.

Jer. 29:13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

5. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (v. 7)
· Before Jesus, we lived by the endless cycle of the "law of offense and retaliation" in Scripture refers to the principle of retributive justice.
· Because of Jesus, we do not have to seek revenge, we can show mercy and leave vindication to Him.

 1st Peter 3:9 “9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.”

6. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God” (v. 8)
Purity in heart means undivided loyalty to God. 

· Before Jesus it seemed that only the elite teachers of the law had a glimpse of who God is, and what He is like. Unfortunately, most of those were corrupt Pharisees who were the only ones who could ascend the Hill of the temple and enter the Holy Place.
· Because of Jesus, access to God was made to anyone who believes in their heart!

Psalm 24:3–4 “Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart!”

7. “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God” (v. 9)
Notice Jesus doesn’t say “peace-lovers”, or “peacekeepers”, but “peacemakers.” 
· Before Jesus, peace simply meant the absence of violence and chaos. 
· Because of Jesus, Peace has come to mean the presence of the Prince of Peace (Sar Shalom). And we can bring that presence into any chaotic or violent environment. 

Ephesians 2:14  “For He Himself is our peace.”

8. “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (v.10)

He continues; “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Before Jesus was born, many prophets came speaking the truth of God to sinful generations. They were often persecuted or even killed, but their words endured for many generations and their names are honored and remembered not only here on earth but in eternity.
[Example: In the Old Testament, who do you remember more? Jeremiah or Zedekiah?
One was a persecuted Prophet, the other was the Powerful King who had him beaten and thrown into a well filled with mud. Which one is more honored and remembered, which one is more blessed?]

The blessing of Jesus in our lives transcends wealth, popularity, fame, and even suffering!

[Experience in Haiti: Showing the Jesus film (in Creole). The film is just called “The JESUS Film”. No fancy titles, just the name “JESUS”. 

We set up a generator and projector out in a poverty-stricken, disease-infested, mud and sewage filled clearing in the middle of a jungle among the poorest, meekest, hungriest and thirstiest people I have ever encountered. 

Most of them had never seen a movie before. They were completely amazed! I watched them as they watched the movie. They cheered when Jesus did miracles, they were angered when He was beaten, and they cried when He was crucified.
After He rose again, began to joyfully shout, and when the film gave an opportunity to respond to the gospel, they responded. 

They left that night transformed by Jesus. Their material circumstances were the same, their socio-economic condition was the same, and their lot on this life was likely still the same, the darkness of their situation continued, but they had the hope of the “Light if Life” within them.

However… they were comforted, they were filled, they were shown mercy, and Believed that theirs is the kingdom of heaven, they will see God and that they will be called children of God!]

All because of JESUS!

HOW ABOUT YOU? Are you Hungry, Thirsty, Mourning, Persecuted, or Poor in Spirit?

Jesus wants your life to be “Blessed”.
He wants to pull you from the darkness of your current life, and into His light. 
He wants to give you the light of life as you follow Him.

John 8:12 “Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

He also wants you to be with Him forever, 
so that where He is with the Father, You may also be.  
All you need to do, is believe!
