“TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN” – a study of the gospel of Matthew
“The Name Jesus”
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Matthew - His Name and His Background
· Hebrew Name: Mattityahu meaning “Gift of Yahweh.”
· Also known as Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27).
· He was a Jewish tax collector working for the Roman government in Capernaum (Matt. 9:9).
As a tax collector (publican), Matthew was considered a social outcast. Tax collectors were seen as traitors to their people because they collaborated with Rome and often collected more than required. Yet it was this very man whom Jesus called to follow Him.
His Call to Discipleship
Matthew 9:9 “As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me,’ he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.”
Matthew immediately left everything to follow Jesus. He later hosted a banquet where he invited other tax collectors and sinners, giving us a glimpse of Jesus’ mission:
“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 9:13).
His Role Among the Apostles
· Matthew became one of the Twelve Apostles (Matt. 10:2–4).
· He personally witnessed Jesus’ miracles, His teaching, His death, and His resurrection.
· His Gospel reflects a deep understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures and was likely written to help Jewish believers see Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.
The Gospel of Matthew
· Primary Audience: Jewish Believers in Messiah
· Purpose: To present Jesus as the promised Messiah, the Son of David, and the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
· Unique Features:
· Over 60 direct Old Testament quotations (more than any other Gospel).
· Frequent use of the phrase: “TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN” 
· Emphasis on Jesus’ kingship and the “Kingdom of Heaven.”
His Legacy and Tradition
· Early church tradition holds that Matthew ministered among the Jewish people in Judea before later taking the Gospel to other nations.
· His life and Gospel demonstrate that Jesus calls the unlikely, redeems the rejected, and fulfills everything God promised to Israel.
Beginning - When Matthew opens his Gospel, he begins with a bold declaration:
“This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” (Matthew 1:1)
With one sentence, Matthew connects Jesus to the story of Israel, the promises of the covenants, and the hope of the prophets. Throughout his Gospel, Matthew repeatedly uses one phrase that becomes the heartbeat of his narrative:
“This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet.”
This is Matthew’s way of showing us that Jesus is not a novel idea, or an interruption of God’s plan; He is its perfect fulfillment. Every prophecy, every shadow in the Torah, every longing in the Psalms, and every promise in the Prophets finds its “Yes and Amen” in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).
Matthew reveals a deeply Jewish Messiah who came not to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17). He writes to a Jewish audience familiar with the Scriptures, yet his Gospel reaches far beyond Israel to embrace the nations.
Why This Matters
In a world where faith often drifts away from its roots, Matthew anchors us in God’s unshakable plan. He shows us that Jesus didn’t come to start a new religion—He came to fulfill the story God had been writing since the beginning.
By the end of this study, we will:
· See Jesus more clearly in His Jewish context.
· Understand how the Old Testament and the New Testament form one unified story.
· Learn to live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.
· Be equipped to proclaim the truth of Messiah who “came to fulfill that which was spoken.”
Matthew 1:1-17 “This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham:
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
4 Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
6 and Jesse the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
Abijah the father of Asa,
8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,
9 Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah,
11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.
12 After the exile to Babylon:
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud,
Abihud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor,
14 Azor the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Akim,
Akim the father of Elihud,
15 Elihud the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob,
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called “the Messiah”.
(Matthew’s genealogy (Matthew 1:1–16) is traditionally understood to be the genealogy of Joseph, while Luke’s genealogy (Luke 3:23–38) is often viewed as the genealogy of Mary. Both, however, point to Jesus as the legitimate “Son of David” and rightful heir to the throne.)
Matt. 1:17 “Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.”
Matthew divides Israel’s history into three sections of fourteen generations:
1. Abraham → David – The period of promise and the rise of the kingdom.
2. David → Exile – The monarchy leading to decline and judgment.
3. Exile → Messiah – The season of waiting for restoration and the coming of the true King.
Within those generations are some notable names from the Hebrew scriptures whose stories appear in the Bible;
“The Patriarchs”: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
Judah – The forefather of the kingly tribe that would bring forth Messiah
Rahab – A Canaanite prostitute who trusted Israel’s God, 
Ruth – A Moabite (Gentile) widow followed the God of Israel
David – The man after God’s own Heart
Bathsheba - (the wife of Uriah) 
Solomon – (her son, the wisest King)
Rehoboam – First ruler of the southern kingdom (Judah)
Jehoshaphat – A king who experienced victory through worship (sending singers ahead)
Uzziah 
Hezekiah 
Manasseh – Once exceedingly wicked, then repented.
Josiah – The righteous king 
Finally;
Joseph – A righteous man from David’s line who, though not Jesus’ biological father, became His legal father and protector (Matt. 1:19).
Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
Matt. 1:18 “This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.”
The Bible is clear that Mary conceived Jesus without sexual union with Joseph or any man.
The phrase “the Holy Spirit will come upon you” and “the power of the Most High will overshadow you” mirrors Old Testament language used for God’s manifest presence:
Genesis 1:2 “the Spirit of God “hovered” over the waters during creation.”
Exodus 40:35 “God’s glory overshadowed the tabernacle.”
This means Mary’s conception was not purely biological in the natural sense but was a divine creative act, just as God created the world by His Word, He caused life to begin in Mary’s womb supernaturally.
Why This is Significant? - It Fulfills Prophecy
Isaiah 7:14  “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel (God with us).”
The virgin conception was prophesied as a sign of God’s intervention and His presence among His people. It was one of the prevailing Messianic prophecies for those awaiting the Messiah.
“Adam’s Curse” – “the curse of sin”
When Adam sinned, (“the fall of man”), all humanity was placed under sin’s curse:
Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned…”
All human beings born since Adam had upon them, “the curse of sin”. The only way anyone could escape the curse, is if their father was not cursed with it, in other words, “not human”.
Jesus’ miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit made him exempt from the curse so He did not inherit Adam’s fallen nature.
Luke 1:35  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you… therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.”
His divine nature came from God, and His humanity came from Mary, making Him fully God and fully man (Hypostatic Union).
Paul calls Jesus the “last Adam”:
1st Corinthians 15:45  “The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”
If Jesus had been conceived by natural means through Joseph, He would be merely human only and be subject to Adam’s curse.
Matt. 1:19-20 “Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.”
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 
Had Joseph not been a wise, kind, and righteous man, he may have reacted differently. The woman he was engaged to turns up pregnant, telling him this outlandish story that  she had a visit from the Archangel Gabriel, telling her that the baby she is carrying is conceived of the Holy Spirit and is the son of God.
There were strict laws in place in that culture that could have been invoked, in fact Deuteronomy 22 states that if a betrothed virgin was found unfaithful, she could be accused of adultery, and stoned to death.
Instead, he planned to divorce her quietly (a private writ of divorce before two witnesses), showing both his obedience to the law and his mercy.
In the same dream, the Angel told Joseph to name the child “Jesus”, which is exactly what Mary was told in Luke 1:31.
Matt 1:21 “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
Yeshua (Jesus), means “Yahweh saves.”
Yehoshua = “Yahweh is salvation” or “The LORD saves.”
Yeho = from YHWH (the covenant name of God).
Shua = “salvation,” “deliverance,” or “to rescue.”
Transliteration to English: Hebrew & Aramaic - “Yeshua” → Greek “Iēsous” → Latin “Iesus” → English “Jesus”.
Jesus, the Apostles and the early church were probably at the very least tri-lingual. 
1.	Aramaic – The Everyday Language among Jews in Galilee and Judea.
2.	Hebrew – The Language of Scripture and Worship
3.	Greek – The "global language" of the first-century Greco/Roman world
4.	Latin (perhaps) - Latin was the language of the Roman Administration
Note: Languages and pronunciations change over time (modern English did not exist in the first century), but God’s truth remains the same for all time.
The chapter ends with Our Sermon series phrase;
Matt. 1:22-23 “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”  (which means “God with us”).
I’ve often wondered, why didn’t they name him “Immanuel”, instead of Jesus?
Jesus was named "Yeshua" (meaning “Yahweh saves”) because His mission was to save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21), while "Immanuel" (meaning “God with us”) is a title that describes His identity as God dwelling among His people. It was common in the Bible to have descriptive name as well as a personal name. "Jesus" is His personal name, and "Immanuel" reveals who He truly is.
Matt. 1:24-25a “ When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son.”
There is so much we can learn from Joseph, he heard from the Lord, listened, and obeyed despite any ridicule, doubt, or adversity he would face. Because of his faithful obedience, the most important thing that has ever occurred in history took place; Jesus, the savior of the world was born! [ex; playing Joseph….]
Matt. 1:25b “And he gave him the name Jesus.”
“Jesus” means salvation!  This is very important because mankind desperately needs to be saved from the curse of sin. There is no one else on earth who has the power to save us from it except Jesus himself. 
Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
[Met a guy in OG looking for a liquor store, there was none. He then asked about a dispensary, we don’t’ have one of those either. He then said he is having trouble finding a job (it may all be related), asked if anyone was hiring.  I had nothing to offer him, so I just said what you really need is Jesus, Aly said the same thing…he thought about it for a while but rejected the idea and said, “well my mother is Muslim, so maybe I should just find a mosque”. He walked away as empty and unfulfilled as when we met him, so we prayed for him.]
All he really needed was JESUS
“Jesus is he answer for the world today!” (Andrea Crouch)
The sobering truth of mankind is this; all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and the wages of sin is eternal death and separation from God.
Jesus is the only escape from all that, he is mighty to save all those who call upon His name and put their trust in him.
His blood washes away our sins, not only when we first come to believe in Him, but every day and every time we ask.
1st John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Because of Jesus we can be saved from the darkness of this world and the curse of sin, and live lives of freedom with the assurance of salvation, and eternity in paradise with Him.
That’s why he was born, and that’s why He died. To save people from their sins. 
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