“TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN” – a study of the gospel of Matthew
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Matt 3:16-17 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
This was the launch of Jesus’ ministry on earth. Up until that time he had done no recorded miracles, no teachings, and He had not gathered His followers. He grew up as a carpenter in the small village of Nazareth as a Jewish man in a Jewish community southwest of Galilee.
He was known as a son of Joseph and Mary and would have frequented the synagogue and traveled to Jerusalem for the Feasts at least three times a year. 
After His baptism, and affirmation from the Father on Heaven, He was tested in the wilderness. This was the very first part of His 3 ½ year Journey from His baptism, to the Cross.
MATTHEW 4 “Temptation & Discipleship”
Matthew 4:1 “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 
It’s important to know that the “Spirit” led Jesus into the wilderness to be tested by the devil.  It was not a mistake; it was God’s plan that He show His Spiritual authority in this arena. This is similar to Job’s testing which was done only by God’s permission.
You’ll notice that He is tempted/tested in three significant ways by the Devil, and in each case he responds by using the Word of God in His reply. Jesus proved through His testing and temptation that He operated in a higher level of power and authority than anyone who has ever lived.
Matthew 4:2-11 “After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’[b]”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]”
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’[d]”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’[e]”
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.”

Jesus was tempted in all three of the areas of sin, yet did not sin. 
The three areas are Lust of the Flesh, Lust of the Eyes, and Pride
1 John 2:16 “For everything in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--comes not from the Father but from the world.”
These are the areas we are ALL tempted  by: 
They are three “categories” of sin, and all sins fall into one or more of these categories. Lust of the Eyes, Lust of the Flesh and Pride
· The Lust of the Flesh – Things that give us pleasure or comfort in the flesh. Could be sexual, but could also be other indulgences like food, drink, drugs, slothfulness, etc.
For Jesus – It was the temptation of bread while he was fasting. (Can you imagine how tempting the smell or taste of fresh bread would be while you are fasting?)
Verse 3-4 “The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

· The Lust of the Eyes – This is the temptation of allowing ourselves to covet things that don’t belong to us or God has not granted us. It could be sexual lust, but it could also be materialism, envy and any other tempting distractions.
For Jesus – It was “all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. It may have been the riches of the kingdoms, the women, the splendor, the wonders of the ancient world.  
Verses 9-10 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”
 (Most people would have fallen to this temptation, Jesus did not, he knew that he had a greater kingdom that is not of this world).

· The Pride of Life –  Wanting to be higher than others. Wanting to be more well thought of than others, and considered better than others.
verses 5-6 “Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]”
Throughout the gospels Jesus proved that while his name is exalted above every name, he came to earth to be a humble servant. The devil thought He would be tempted to place himself on the highest point of the Holy temple in the center of Jerusalem, among the crowds, so he could be worshiped, and then do a spectacular trick where he would jump and the angels would catch him. If he did, all the Jews; The Chief Priests, The Pharisees, The Sadducees, the Sanhedrin, and maybe even Herod, Pilate and the Romans would see it and worship him and idolize Him. Jesus insisted however, that “He came not to be served, but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) 
Satan had “met his match”
The devil had never seen anything like this. He was so used to getting his way. For thousands of years he would tempt men and women to do what he wanted them to and he would always win. With Jesus, however, he failed. Jesus while he was fully God, was also fully man. The human part was tempted just as we are, but he resisted the devil and the devil went away. 
Jesus’ resistance of temptation meant that he “Took Authority Over” and defeated the devil, since he did it, we can too.
James 4:7  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
Jesus Begins His ministry in Galilee. He did not go right to Jerusalem to try to make a name for himself among the spiritual elite, nor did he go to popular hub cities like Jericho, Antich or Rome. He stay up in the back-water hill country of Galilee and began His ministry among the poor and obscure.
Matt 4:12-17 “When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
    Galilee of the Gentiles. 16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” (*Isa. 9)
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
John the Baptist was imprisoned at Machaerus, a fortress in the south, east of the Dead Sea in what is now Jordan. Interestingly, Jesus did not go to him to try to rescue him. Instead he remained in the Northern part of Israel. H knew that prophesy had spoken of the dawn of His ministry happening in Galilee.
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Jesus Calls His First Disciples
Matt 4:18-22 “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”

Peter and Andrew, along with James and John, began following Jesus at the very start of His public ministry. Here’s how Scripture describes it:

Peter and Andrew were fishermen from Bethsaida, working on the Sea of Galilee. When Jesus saw them casting a net, He said: “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately, they left their nets and followed Him. 

James and John (the sons of Zebedee) were also fishermen, partners with Peter and Andrew. Jesus saw them in a boat with their father, preparing nets. He called them, and they left their father and the hired servants to follow.

It’s important to know that these people were chosen by Jesus but they had to choose to follow Him. God chooses each of us for specific purposes, and chooses all to be saved. He allows us to choose in response, we are never forced to follow Him, or forced to obey. 

One thing is evident, that when they chose to follow Jesus, they needed to leave their entire life behind (their homes, their families, their businesses). It’s the same for us, when we choose to follow Jesus we need to reprioritize our lives to make Him first. Only then can we truly experience the power, fulfilment and intimacy that comes from belonging to Him. 

Matt. 16:25 “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”

Jesus Heals the Sick
Matt 4:23-25  “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. <>
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The crowds were coming from the south and east. The Decapolis, were ‘ten Roman cities’ on the easter edge of the empire, Jerusalem - which is part of Judea, and the region across the Jordan (sometimes known as Perea).
He immediately went into action Teaching, Preaching, Healing, and doing Miracles.  These were the hallmarks of Jesus’ ministry. “He healed every disease and sickness among the people.”
Because of this, He went from an unknown Jewish Carpenter from Nazareth in the previous chapter, to an overnight sensation and famous figure here in chapter 4. 

Matt 4:19 (NKJV) "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."
This is an invitation to be His “disciples”. A disciple is not just a student; it is someone who follows a person closely to emulate their way of life.
This short verse is one of the most powerful calls in all of Scripture on discipleship. It’s the moment Jesus first calls His disciples. They were ordinary fishermen by the Sea of Galilee, busy with their daily work, when Jesus showed up and said: “Come, follow Me.”
It’s simple, but its life changing. And it speaks just as clearly to us today as it did 2,000 years ago.
1. The Call: “Come, follow me”
The first thing Jesus asks is not for them to “do something”, but to “be with Him”.
· Christianity is first a relationship, not a religion.
· Jesus doesn’t say, “Come, study this rulebook,” or “Come, improve yourself.” He says, “Come, follow Me.”
· For us today, discipleship begins with closeness—walking daily with Jesus in prayer, in His Word, and in obedience.

2. The Transformation: “I will make you…”
Jesus promises to change them. “I will make you…”
· This means discipleship is not about self-effort—it’s about surrender.
· They were fishermen; that’s all they knew. But Jesus would shape them into something greater.
· For us, it means Jesus takes who we are—our skills, our background, even our weaknesses—and transforms them for His purpose.
As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone, the new has come.”

3. The Mission: “Fishers of people”
Jesus gives them a mission: to bring others into the Kingdom.
· Make reaching people a top priority in your life!
· Evangelism isn’t just for pastors or missionaries. It’s the natural result of following Jesus.
· We share the Good News through our words, but also through our actions—through love, kindness, forgiveness, and service.
As Jesus later says in Matthew 28:19–20, the Great Commission: “Go and make disciples of all nations.”

What does this mean for true followers now?
· Follow Him daily. Make Jesus your first priority, above career, comfort, or culture.
· Let Him transform you. Trust Him to shape your heart, habits, and life.
· Join His mission. Share the Gospel in your circle—your family, neighbors, workplace, and community. 

True discipleship means we don’t just believe in Jesus—we follow Jesus.
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