“TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN” – a study of the gospel of Matthew
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Matthew - His Name and His Background
· Hebrew Name: Mattityahu meaning “Gift of Yahweh.”
· Also known as Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27).
· He was a Jewish tax collector working for the Roman government in Capernaum (Matt. 9:9).
From Matthew 2, (Joseph and Mary took the baby Jesus to Egypt to escape Herod’s ‘slaughter of the Holy Innocents);
Matt. 2:19 “After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the “land of Israel”, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”
God called the land of Israel, the “Land of Israel”.
Did you ever wonder why some Bibles call it Palestine?  Where did that name come from?
In 135 AD – Following the Bar Kokhba Revolt (a Jewish uprising against Rome), Roman Emperor Hadrian deliberately renamed it “Syria Palaestina” (Palestine) after the ancient enemies of Israel “The Philistines” to try to erase Jewish ties to the land and humiliate the Jewish people.
The name “Palestine” was not an ancient name given by God it was imposed by Rome as an act of suppression. The Jewish people always continued to call it “Eretz Yisrael” (Land of Israel) and still do.
Matt. 2:23 “And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, "He shall be called a Nazarene."
Unlike Matthew’s other fulfillment citations, there is no single Old Testament verse that literally says, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” So how is this a prophecy fulfillment?
The Hebrew word “netzer” = “branch, shoot, sprout.”
In Greek, the town Nazareth is “Nazara” or “Nazaret”.
Many believe the name “Nazareth” itself comes from this Hebrew root netzer.
Scripture repeatedly speaks of the Messiah as a Branch (netzer).
Isaiah 11:1-2 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch (netzer) will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him.”
· Jeremiah 23:5 “I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness.”
· Zechariah 3:8 “For behold, I am bringing forth My Servant the Branch.”
· Zechariah 6:12 “Behold, the Man whose name is the Branch!”
----------------------------------------------------------------
Matthew 3 – Fulfillment through Obedience
Matthew 3:1-3 “In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”[Isa. 40:3]

John the Baptist (Jesus’ “Cousin”?) was prophesied about by Isaih the prophet 700 years before he was born;
· Announcement of Birth – Angel Gabriel tells Zechariah that his barren wife Elizabeth will bear a son named John, who will be “filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:13–15).
· In the Womb – John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb at the sound of Mary’s greeting, filled with the Spirit at the presence of the unborn Messiah (Luke 1:41–44).
· Birth and Naming – Born to Elizabeth and Zechariah; his father prophesies over him, calling him “the prophet of the Highest” (Luke 1:76).
· Message – Proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2).
· Imprisonment – Rebuked Herod Antipas for taking his brother’s wife Herodias; cast into prison (Luke 3:19–20; Mark 6:17).
· Martyrdom – At Herod’s feast, Herodias’s daughter demanded John’s head; he was beheaded in prison, and his disciples buried him (Mark 6:21–29).
· Jesus says of him; “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist.” (Matt. 11:11)
He was a very “wild” outdoorsy guy who lived way out in the wilderness by the river, not in the city of Jerusalem. 
Matt 3:4 “John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 
Believe it or not both his clothes AND his diet was Kosher (camel’s hair with a leather belt, and locusts and wild honey.) As a Jew he kept the traditions of the law.
Matt 3:5-10  “People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
John the Baptist was the epitome of a “Fire and Brimstone” preacher. He knew that the hearts of the Pharisees and Sadducees were evil and called them to repentance even before they rose up to oppose them. 
He tells them to “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”
What does this mean?
Repentance (metanoia) = “change of mind in the complete opposite direction.”
He tells them that they need to be like trees who are proven by the fruit they bear. 
It’s not enough to just say, or act like you’ve changed, your life needs to show it!
Then he speaks about Jesus;
Matt 3:11-12 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
It's not certain that John and Jesus knew each other, having grown up in very different parts of Israel when travel and communication was extremely limited, even among relatives. But John knew who Jesus was, and was aware that the purpose of his whole existence was to prepare the way for Jesus, and to Baptize Him.
Baptism (mikvah) is a ritual immersion in water, originally for purification under the Law. John transformed it into a prophetic call to repentance, and Jesus redefined it as the entrance into new covenant life, symbolizing death to sin and new life in Him.
The Baptism of Jesus
Matt 3:13-15 “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.”
Jesus words “to fulfill all righteousness” are sometimes puzzling. He did not need to be baptized for forgiveness of sin, because he was sinless. He did not do it out of a heart of repentance because he was not penitent.
“Fulfill all righteousness”, means to do what is right in the sight of God.
Jesus’ words mean that His baptism was not about His need for cleansing, but about obedience to God’s plan, identification with sinners, and the public inauguration of His Messianic mission, completing “all righteousness.”
His baptism was immediately celebrated by the Heavenly Father who expressed His joy and delight with a voice from the heavens;
Matt 3:16-17 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
It’s as if God the Father was saying to Jesus, you are my son, I love you, and I’m proud of you!”
This is also and moment in the Bible that Theologians recognize as one of the clearest scenes where all three Persons of the Trinity are active at once:
· The Father speaks from heaven.

· The Son obeys and is baptized.

· The Spirit descends and anoints.

It shows the unity and distinctiveness within the Godhead — three persons, one God.
Jesus’ baptism showed His obedience to the Father above all things. Here in the very beginning of His journey, He made it clear that His purpose was to do the Father’s will. 
His entire life and ministry were marked by perfect obedience to the Father’s will. He declared that His purpose was not to seek His own will but the will of Him who sent Him (John 5:30; 6:38), living each day in submission to God’s plan. 
This obedience was not only in His words and works but also in His suffering;
 Hebrews 5:7-8 “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered.”
Humbling Himself by being obedient even to death;
Philippians 2:6-8 “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death even death on a cross!”

In Gethsemane, He yielded fully, praying, “Not My will, but Yours be done” (Matthew 26:39). By His perfect obedience, He reversed Adam’s disobedience—“as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). In this way, Jesus not only accomplished our salvation but also left us the ultimate example of surrender and faithfulness to the Father’s will.
This is why our obedience is so important. Even though we do not earn salvation by our acts of obedience, it is very much the way we follow Jesus, and honor God.
When I speak to those who wish to be baptized, I tell them that baptism doesn’t save you but it is an act of obedience to follow the Lord in baptism and make a public proclamation of your faith.
In a sense it’s formalizing, or making ‘officially public’, an experience that has happened within your heart.
[Example: Engaged couples who come to me for pre-marital counseling. They are already in love, and have already committed to each other for life, but the wedding is a public proclamation for them to say, “I DO!” before God and their closest family and friends.]
When we baptize a person, we ask them to profess and proclaim with their mouth what they believe in their Heart “Jesus as their Lord and Savior”.
Romans 10:8-10 “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”

[Have you been baptized this way? If not, you should!]

Here in Matthew 3, Jesus models radical obedience, not because it was comfortable or convenient, but because it was necessary to fulfill God’s plan. 
In our world today, obedience to God’s Word is often considered irrelevant, old-fashioned, or even oppressive, yet Jesus shows us it is the very path to God’s pleasure and power. To obey means surrendering our pride, our preferences, and even our public image, just as He stepped into the waters of repentance though He had no sin. 
The question for us is whether we will obey even when it costs us reputation, comfort, or control. Will we forgive when it feels impossible? Will we stand for truth when culture mocks us? Will we humble ourselves when pride would be easier? 
The Father watches us and is eager to cheer us on. 
He sees when we reject sin, and when we act in obedience to His will even when it is difficult. 
In those moments, He is there, often speaking in a still small voice “This is my son (or daughter), whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Sometimes the Devil tempts us, by making us feel that satisfaction and happiness can be found more easily in disobedience, than in obedience. This is the opposite of the truth. Fulfillment, Joy, and satisfaction can only be found by remaining in His love. Jesus knew this and demonstrated it. He also commanded it for us as well…

John 15:9-10 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” <>
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