The Hebrew Roots of our Faith - Part 4
“Grafted Into Israel”

Daily Hebrew Lesson
"Baruch Haba B’Shem Adonai"

Word-by-Word Breakdown:
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”
Psalm 118:25-26  “O LORD, save us, we pray (Hosannah),
[bookmark: 27]… Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.”

I. Paul's Heart for "His People Israel"
The book of Romans, especially chapters 9 through 11, reveals the deep burden the Apostle Paul carried for his own people, the Jews. Though Paul was called to be the apostle to the Gentiles, he never ceased grieving over Israel's spiritual blindness. This section of Romans is a theological mountain peak—perhaps the highest point in Paul’s writings.
Romans 9:1–4 “I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel.”
*IMPORTANT DISTINCTION – In this verse, “Israel” = “Unbelieving Jews”
In these chapters Paul makes it very clear that the promises from God to Israel, were not predicated upon whether or not they “believe”, or as he puts it “are faithful”.
This shows the misinterpretation that is at the root of “Supersessionism / Replacement Theology” that says, “only The Church (and Jews who believe), are considered ‘Israel’.” Some go so far as saying that they are collectively “The New Israel”, which is NOT a biblical term.
The Bible is very clear, that all these entities carry the name Israel;
· The Descendants of Abraham, (Jews)
· The Land that was given in the promise. (Eretz Y’Israel)
· Those who have believed by faith in the Messiah, (Believers in Yeshua Messiah)

The Bible never says that “The Church”, or “Christians”, have replaced Israel, or “taken over” the name of Israel and its promises. Gentiles are simply welcomed in by the blood of Jesus.
This statement comes in his exposition on Romans 11, where he critiques the tendency to reinterpret Israel’s prophetic role as being fulfilled in the Church. Instead, he affirms that Paul is referring specifically to ethnic Israel.
(Chuck Smith quote)
“Now it is unfortunate that there is a certain branch of theologians today that endeavor to “spiritualize” Israel to make it apply [only] to the church, and those prophecies that relate to Israel, they seek to relate [just] to the church. And as a consequence, they really get the whole prophetic picture totally confused. … The only way to make sense of this part of Scripture is to realize that he speaks of physical Israel…”  Chuck Smith - (Blue Letter Bible notes on Romans 11)
In this instance in Romans 9, Paul actually identifies “Israel” as “unbelieving Jews”;

Romans 9:3-4 “3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, the people of Israel.”
Paul’s statement reflects not only love but desperation—a longing so deep that he would trade his own salvation if it meant the salvation of his people. This echoes the same kind of intercessory heart we see in Moses, who once pleaded with God:
Exodus 32:32 "Please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written."
This willingness to suffer for others is deeply Christlike, demonstrating the character of Jesus who gave His life for both Jew and Gentile. Paul's heart breaks for Israel not just because of their rejection of the Messiah, but because he knows what they’re missing—the fullness of covenant relationship with God.
Romans   “Grafted in”
Romans 11 is the final chapter of a section in “middle Romans” that has created a lot of debate within the church for over a thousand years. Words like; God’s sovereignty, election, predestined, and chosen are peppered throughout these chapters, often leading theologians to build doctrine on certain verses in these texts, while ignoring other verses throughout the Bible.
One topic that is present in each of these chapters is the subject of “Israel”. Paul writes emphatically and passionately about Israel, and is very concerned for Israel’s salvation. 
In previous chapters, Paul uses these three terms when talking about the Jewish People;
 (1)“Israel”, (2)“The people of Israel”, and (3)“Israelites” are used interchangeably, depending upon which version of the Bible you are reading. The same three words can have three different meanings. 
[ I was sent a sermon video by a friend who had just left his church because the Pastor was preaching a series about Israel with the statements that; “God replaced Israel with the church”, “The nation of Israel is nothing special to God”, “Islam has more in common with Christianity than Judaism does”. Sadly, the Pastor does not seem to be aware that the deception he is under is causing people to leave the church (thankfully), and the blessing of God to be lifted away from his ministry. ] (NOTE: I very rarely advise someone to leave their church unless there are serious foundational flaws in the teaching. This is one. It’s the equivalent of telling someone not to board a plane that has at least one faulty wing).
We very clearly see Paul’s heart for Israel expressed in the beginning of the previous two chapters, and he addresses their salvation in this one.
Romans 9:2-4 “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race,  the people of Israel.”
Romans 10:1 “Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.”
It’s important to note that Paul makes an important statement about Jews and Gentiles in chapter 10;
Romans 10:12-13 “For there is no difference between Jew and Greek: The same Lord is Lord of all, and gives richly to all who call on Him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
R O M A N S   1 1
Romans 11:13-16 “I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them.”  
“For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as first fruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.”
Paul begins using analogies here; first “dough”, then “an olive tree”. When he says if part of the dough, the “starter dough” – (we have some at home) is Holy, or the root of a tree is Holy, then the whole loaf or tree will be as well.
*It’s important to understand that “Holy” does not mean ‘flawless, faultless, or perfect’; it means “set apart for a specific purpose”. 
Here is where Paul goes into his famous “Olive Tree analogy”, where he compares Israel to a cultivated Olive tree, and Gentiles as branches from wild, or uncultivated olive trees. He says some branches were cut off because of unbelief, and some wild olive tree branches were “GRAFTED IN” among the others. The grafted in branches become healthy branches, sharing in the nourishing sap, and are now part of the tree and supported by the root (and trunk) which is Israel. They did not replace Israel.
Romans 11:17-21 “If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you.”
Gentile believers (The Church) are NOT a ‘new plant’—they are grafted into Israel’s preexisting root system. ‘The root” is the covenant God made with the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The life of the Church is nourished by the very promises given to Israel.
Romans 11:19-21 “You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.”
The analogy comes with a very stern warning to Gentile believers. You “wild branches” were grafted in by grace through faith, (which you did NOT deserve). Do not dare “boast against the cut-off branches, or think yourself superior to those “natural branches” which were cut off because of unbelief. If you too fall into unbelief, you could be cut off as well!

🌿 Object Lesson: “Do Not Boast Over the Natural Branches”
🔹 1. The Root and the Tree – God's Covenant People
Romans 11:16 “If the root is holy, so are the branches.”
Explain:
· The “root” is God’s covenant with Abraham, the foundation of God’s redemptive plan (Genesis 12:1–3).
· The tree represents the people of God — initially Israel, into which Gentiles are now being grafted through faith in Messiah.
Genesis 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you… and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

⚪ 2. Dark Branches — The Natural Ones (The Jews)
Hold up dark branches and say:
“These represent the Jewish people, the natural branches. God gave them the Law, the covenants, the prophets, and the Messiah.”
Romans 9:4–5 “Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises... and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah.”
Place white branches on the coat tree to show their original place.
Explain:
· Some branches were broken off due to unbelief — not because they were Jewish, but because they rejected the Messiah.
Romans 11:20 “They were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith.”

🟠 3. Colored Branches — Wild Branches Grafted In (The Gentiles)
Hold up colored branches and say:
“These represent Gentile believers — the wild olive shoots that Paul says were grafted in by God’s grace through faith in Jesus.”
Romans 11:17 “You, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root.”
Place them on the coat tree, grafted in beside the white ones.
4. Paul’s Warning: Do Not Boast
Romans 11:18 “Do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you.”
Explain:
· Paul rebukes any anti-Jewish arrogance among Gentile believers.
· Even if many Jews have not yet recognized Yeshua, they remain beloved and set apart because of God’s promises.
🔁 5. God Is Able to Graft Them in Again
Romans 11:23–24 “And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.”
Explain:
· Gentiles were grafted contrary to nature, but Jewish unbelievers can be restored more naturally.
· Never give up on the salvation of the Jewish people — God hasn’t.

🪔 Application: Honor, Don’t Replace
Key point:
Gentiles don’t replace Israel — they are joined to her.
The church isn’t a new tree. It’s the same olive tree — nourished by the Jewish root — now bearing fruit in Messiah from every nation.

Continue Romans 11;
Romans 11:22-27 “Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!
25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 
“This Mystery” has baffled theologians for years. What does Paul mean that; “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be saved.” 
This mystery refers to a divine pause in Israel’s national acceptance of the Gospel—allowing the Gentile world to come in. But that pause is temporary. The final movement of redemption includes a massive turning of Jewish hearts back to their Messiah.
There is clearly some eschatological significance with Jews rejecting Messiah, The fullness of Gentiles coming into faith, then Salvation to Jews in the end. 
Jesus himself said this about the end times;
Luke 21:24 “Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”
This phrase refers to Gentile political control over Jerusalem and began with Babylonian domination in 586 BC. Many believe this time began to shift when in 1948 despite all odds and probabilities, Israel was rebirthed as a nation, but the ultimate fulfillment awaits the return of Christ.
He said to the Jews living in Jerusalem who rejected Him, 
Matt 23:39 “For I tell you that you will not see Me again until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
"Baruch Haba B’Shem Adonai"
“They are enemies, but they are loved…”
The same Jews who rejected Jesus, also rejected Peter, killed Stephen and James and now are rejecting Paul. They were enemies of the gospel. But Paul does not malign them and say that they are no longer chosen and loved by God;
Romans 11:28-29“As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.”
His gifts and callings are irrevocable. This means that the promises made to Israel and their descendants, STILL stands.  God is the ultimate Promise Keeper, he does not go back on His word, renege on these promises and forsake His people. 
“I believe in the literal fulfillment of the promises God made to Israel. When He said He would regather the scattered people of Israel, He meant it. When He said the deserts would blossom, He meant it. These things are sure to be fulfilled in His time.”
— A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (paraphrased summary of his teachings)
Paul asks;
Romans 9:14-15 “What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
God maintains the right to extend mercy to whomever he pleases. He can choose to forgive anyone, or to bless anyone He pleases for His own purposes. He is God.
Romans 10:13 “For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”
This same mercy is what He extends to all of us when we call upon the name of the Lord for salvation.
Closing:
We don’t know who makes it to heaven and who doesn’t (Hulk Hogan, Chuck Mangione, Ozzy Osbourne?)
We DO know that we can be assured of salvation IF we call upon His name, and put our trust completely in Him.
