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Part 3: Jew and Gentile: The Gospel's Expansion

Hebrew Lesson of the day”
“Hineh ma tov uma na'im,
Shevet achim gam yachad.”

Psalm 133:1 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unity." 

The beauty of this verse is that at the time that David wrote this, the word “achim” (brethren) meant only his countrymen, or fellow Jews.  Now because of Jesus, it means “everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord Jesus” (Jew or Gentile), are given the spirit of adoption, and are “joint heirs” with Him as sons and daughters of the Living God.

LIGHT TO THE “GENTILES”
Isaiah 60:1–3 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you... Gentiles will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.”
This passage prophesies a time when Gentile nations ("goyim") will be drawn to the glory and light of the Lord revealed through Israel.

Remember, in Old Testament times there were two groups of people;
1. The Jews, a.k.a. “Israel” (The Hebrew people of God)
2. Everyone Else - The Gentiles (Nations) “Goyim” [Some older English translations (like the KJV) render "goyim" as “heathen” or “pagans” ]
So the thought of non-Jewish people (Gentiles/Goyim) accepting The Messiah seemed absurd, but it was specifically prophesied about in scripture;
Isaiah 49:6 “I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
In Messianic understanding, this light is ultimately fulfilled in Yeshua, the Light of the World (John 8:12).
At the time of Jesus’ ministry death, and resurrection, the only followers were Jewish people (with some very few exceptions). The fulfillment of the prophecy that the gospel would go out to the “Nations” had not yet been taken place. 
Jesus even said while he was traveling through Gentile areas;
Matthew 15:24 “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
After His resurrection however, Jesus commissioned His followers to go to all nations! (Nations and Gentiles are the same word “Goyim”)
Matthew 28:19–20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...”
Around 5 years after Jesus ascended and left them, it still hadn’t happened until one day in the port city of Joppa (near what is now Tel Aviv).
I. Peter's Vision and the Gospel to the Gentiles
Acts 10:1-19 “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”
4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked.
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.”
7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants.8 He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa.
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there.
19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them.”
Peter was a Kosher Jew. He had lived that way all his life, including the 3-5 years since Jesus left them. The food in the sheets that were in the vision was “treyf” (non-kosher).
Peter did not immediately interpret this vision as ”the end to kosher eating”, in fact instead he “was wondering about the meaning of the vision” (v.17) when the men sent by Cornelius called to him from the gate.
This vision wasn’t primarily about food; it was about people. Peter, a devout Jew, needed a paradigm shift to accept that Gentiles could be made clean by the Spirit of God. Soon after the vision, he is called to the home of Cornelius, a Gentile (Italian) centurion, where the Spirit falls on those present.
Acts 10:34-35 "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right."
Acts 10:44-45 "While Peter was still speaking... the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished."
II. The Struggle to Accept the Gentiles: The Jerusalem Council
After Acts 10, many non-Jews (Gentiles) were believing in “Yeshua HaMeshiach”, (even though they did not grow up waiting for him, or knowing anything about Him). Most of the Believers were as excited as Peter was, but some were leery of them, asking “How could Non-Jews accept the Jewish Messiah”? They wanted to make them go through the same religious rites and practices that they did as Jews (including circumcision).
Despite Peter's vision and the conversion of Cornelius, the early church continued to wrestle with how Gentiles fit into a Jewish faith. The tension came to a head in Acts 15 at the Jerusalem Council, where apostles and elders gathered to discern God’s will.
Acts 15:1 “Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
Acts 15:6-11 “The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”
The Yoke, that they could not bear, was trying to keep the 613 commandments of the Hebrew Law, so they could be justified and saved. 
Remember, this is new to them. The idea of non-Jewish people receiving the Jewish Messiah, seemed ridiculous at first. (Unless you fully understood the Hebrew Roots of the Faith), This coming in of the Gentiles was prophesied in scripture.
Acts 15:15-17 - 15 The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 16 “‘After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, 17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who bear my name.”
And so it was that the Early church, which began as a movement within Judaism, is now welcoming non-Jewish believers in Jesus!
III. Peter to the Jews, Paul to the Gentiles: Galatians 2
The apostles did not all have the same mission field. Peter, who preached powerfully to Jews on Pentecost, remained focused on ministering to them. 
Paul, even though he was once a Jewish Pharisee, was called to reach the Gentiles.
Galatians 2:7 “when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 8 (for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles).”
This is why Peter addresses his epistle;
1st Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession…” 
All these accolades are based on specific descriptions that God gave to His people Israel throughout the Old Testament.
And Paul begins his most famous epistle to the Romans;
Romans 1:5-6 “Through Messiah, God has given us the privilege and authority as apostles to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them, so that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name.  And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to belong to Jesus Messiah.” 
But both did both!  
As we saw in Acts 15:7 Peter said, 
Acts15:7 “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.”
And Paul was the one who began most of his ministry on his missionary journey preaching to Jews, in synagogues (until they kicked him out), he was also the one who preached powerfully to the Jewish Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Jewish San Hedren in Jerusalem just before his arrest and imprisonment in Caesarea and Rome.

IV. The Hebrew Roots of the Gospel
We must remember that the Gospel did not begin in Bethlehem when Jesus was born, or in Galilee when He began His ministry, or even at Pentecost in Acts 2 when the Spirit was poured out, it began in Genesis. The promises, covenants, prophets, and types all pointed to the coming of Messiah.
Luke 24:44 "Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."    (Ta-Na-Kh)
Romans 15:8-9 "Messiah has become a servant of the Jews... so that the Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy."
The Hebrew Scriptures prophesied that the Messiah would come from Israel and bring salvation to all nations:
Genesis 12:3 "All peoples on earth will ‘be blessed’ through you."
Fulfillment in Messiah: Jesus is the embodiment of Jewish hope and the light to the Gentiles. The same scriptures that pointed to a Jewish Messiah also declare Salvation for ALL who believe!
Romans 1:16 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile."
In Ephesians 2, Paul explains “Salvation through Grace”, then immediately pivots to how “Jews” and “Gentiles” are unified through Jesus the Messiah!
Ephesians 2:8-15 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Messiah Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Messiah, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Messiah Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Messiah.
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace.”
Here in Ephesians 2, Paul lays out the path to salvation. These famous verses in Eph 2:8–9 remind us that salvation is by grace through faith—a free gift for all those who believe, not something we achieve through effort or ritual. This is foundational: we are not saved by works, but we are saved for good works (v. 10), which God prepared in advance for us to walk in.
Then, in verses 11–15, Paul turns his attention to the Gentile believers in Ephesus. He asks them to “remember” who they were:
· Outsiders to the commonwealth of Israel,
· Foreigners to the covenants,
· Without hope, and without God in the world.
This wasn't just a spiritual condition—it was also a relational and covenantal separation. The Gentiles were once cut off from the promises given specifically to Israel, but are now part of the commonwealth of Israel.

Verse 13 marks a turning point:
“But now in Messiah Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Messiah.”
Through His sacrifice, Jesus has reconciled the two groups—Jews and Gentiles—not only to God but to one another. Verse 14 says:
“For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two one and destroyed the dividing wall of hostility.”
Paul is likely referencing the physical wall in the Jerusalem Temple that kept Gentiles out of the inner courts. But spiritually, Messiah has broken down the wall of separation caused by the Mosaic laws that distinguished Jews from Gentiles—particularly the ceremonial commands and regulations.
In doing so, verse 15 says, Jesus created in Himself “one new humanity”—not a Gentile version of Judaism, nor a Judaism stripped of its identity—but a unified people brought together in Him.

So in the “unity of the spirit”, together ALL PEOPLE can say;

Psalm 133:1 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unity". 

“Hineh ma tov uma na'im,
Shevet achim gam yachad.”
