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Heb 12:1-2 (KJV) “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the “author and finisher” of our faith” 

HEBREWS 13

Throughout the last 12 chapters of Hebrews, the anonymous author has offered us these important verses, in the previous chapters:

· Hebrews 1:3
"The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word."

· Hebrews 2:18
"Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted."

· Hebrews 3:15
"Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion."

· Hebrews 4:12
"For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword..."

· Hebrews 5:8
"Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered."

· Hebrews 6:19
"We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure."

· Hebrews 7:25
"Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them."

· Hebrews 8:10
"I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people."

· Hebrews 9:27
"Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment..."

· Hebrews 10:25
"Not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another..."

· Hebrews 11:1
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

· Hebrews 12:2
"Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter (finisher) of our faith..."

Here in Chapter 13, he concludes his rich teaching about the Priesthood, the Covenants, and the subject of Faith, offering some very practical exhortations, and some final words. 
He opens however, with a verse that may be the most important, yet overlooked verse in the entire book.

Hebrews 13:1 “Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters.”
“Love One another”! This is the “New Commandment” that Jesus gave his disciples. In fact, He said, it is the manner by which all will know whether we are His disciples.
John 13:34–35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
[Personal Story:  Visited may parents grave on Father’s Day. The grave marker has very little written on it other than these words; “LOVE ONE ANOTHER”. It was important to my father (and mother) above all things for us as his children to love one another long after they were gone. My dad (who chose this quote) was more concerned with this commandment than any clever words or phrases, or even a solemn quote to mark their graves. 
The heavenly Father is the same way. Above all things, He asks us to love one another (which isn’t always easy), but it’s important to God, and convinces other that we follow Him, “if [we] have love for one another”.]


Hebrews 13:2 “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
While the Bible teaches to “do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” (Gal. 6:10), It is important to also show hospitality to those outside the church and whom we don’t know. 
Hebrew 13:2 (KJV) “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.”
(Not “angels’ underwear”, this means that angels in disguise may be those whom you are actually showing kindness to.
He continues;
Hebrew 13:3 “Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.”
I personally do not resonate with the “social justice gospel”, which basically says that Jesus’ primary mission is wealth redistribution, and power restructuring. Jesus told us that “His kingdom is not of this world”, and did very little to effect social change toward the oppression of the Roman Empire which persecuted the poor and marginalized before, during, and after His time on earth. 
He did, however, show compassion and empathy on those who were oppressed, offering the way to peace and joy through the kingdom of God, and we should too. 
Hebrew 13:4 “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” 
God is very concerned about sexual purity for both the married and the unmarried. I’ve seen God’s judgement on adulterers and sexually immoral enough times to know that God is serious about this, and the marriage covenants to Him and to one another. 
Hebrew 13:5-6 “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,
“Never will I leave you;
    never will I forsake you.”
[Deut 31:6]
6 So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
    What can mere mortals do to me?”
[Psalm 118:6-7]

Have you ever noticed that wealthy people seem to talk and care more about money than people without wealth do? I’ve met many people who could probably live comfortably without ever earning another dollar, who are obsessed with the economy, and react to every dip of the stock market. 
While those without much material wealth, do not seem as concerned, especially believers. Why? Because often times, the way a person obtains wealth is by making money their god, and the reason some people do not obsess about wealth, is because they Trust God.
We need to know that “God will never leave us or forsake us”, 
And say with confidence;
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid” – “I know my God will provide”
Hebrew 13:7-9a “Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings.”
The author of Hebrews is exhorting his readers to remember their leaders who faithfully and accurately taught the word of God to them. Especially those whose lives reflected the very teaching they were espousing. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever; you will not find any new and revolutionary in truth that is contrary, or outside the word of God.
In the modern age we have access to many teachings, videos, blogs, articles, and sermons from thousands of “teachers”. If a teaching or teacher sounds “strange” to you, test it against scripture and run it by proven and reputable teachers of the word. God may reveal things in scripture that are new to you. He may give you fresh inspiration about the things of God and His Spirit. But nothing that everything that comes from God is substantiated in the Word of God. 

Hebrew 13:9b-14 “9bIt is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do so. 10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.
11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.”
The author writes again about Jesus’ blood being the perfect sacrifice for our sins, but tells us that when Jesus was crucified, it took place in Golgotha, the place of the skull which is located “outside the city”
I’ve always thought it would’ve been profound if He was crucified in the Holy of Holies, right in the center of the city, in the central part of the Temple. But that was not God’s plan for Jesus’ sacrifice. The author tells us that “Jesus suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. … For here we do not have an enduring city, but a city that is to come.”
Hebrew 13:15 “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.”
There was an old worship song called;
“We bring the sacrifice of praise, Into the house of the Lord”
It was such a common phrase that I always thought it was a direct quote from an Old Testament scripture, perhaps a Psalm, but it’s not. 
However, it IS Biblical! When we offer praise to God, and the fruit of lips openly worships His name. It is a sacrifice, much like the offering of animals which was a form of worship in the Old Testament.
That’s why it is so important to make our praise and worship about Him, not us. We offer it so that He would be glorified, blessed, honored, worship and pleased…not just so we feel good and get blessed from the music. 
Hebrew 13:16 “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
God is also pleased when we are kind and show love to others.
[I remember asking my mom when I was a child, why we give presents to other people on Jesus’ birthday and not to Him. She said, because he loves those people and is pleased when we show love to them. (Remember; Love One Another).
Hebrew 13:17 “Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.
18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon.”
As a leader, I am always so blessed and encouraged when I hear someone tell me they are praying for me. I can’t tell you what it’s like to carry the burden of so many people, and desire so much for them to experience the fullness of God’s blessings in their life. There is a constant weight of carrying the concerns of those who are hurting and struggling in life or in their faith. Never underestimate the power of praying for your leaders and having confidence in them.
Benediction and Final Greetings
Hebrew 13:20-25 “Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
22 Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for in fact I have written to you quite briefly.
23 I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come with him to see you.
24 Greet all your leaders and all the Lord’s people. Those from Italy send you their greetings.
25 Grace be with you all.” <>
The author ends this lengthy exhaustive book of teaching, by calling it a “brief word of exhortation” : )

This “friend of Timothy’s”, who sends greetings for those in Italy, blessed us with some of the most comprehensive and inspiring teaching in the entire Bible. 
In His final segment he Calls Jesus the great Shepherd of the sheep.

I love that title!  

The word “Shepherd” is the exact same word that is used for “Pastor” in the Bible. 
But in this instance, it is preceded by the word “great”, and in many English versions is capitalized.
“Great Shepherd of the sheep” is a messianic title affirming Jesus' pastoral care, sacrificial death, and resurrection. This verse ties Jesus’ resurrection and shepherding role to the eternal covenant, highlighting His ongoing care and authority over His people.
Jesus is our Pastor/Shepherd (we as pastors are really just under-shepherds), He is the one who cares for us, feeds us, protects us, guides us, leads us, and at times even carries us.  He watches over us and is willing to lay own His life for us. 
No one truly knows the challenges we face and the enemies who lie in wait to attack us except for Jesus, the Great Shepherd who also equips us with everything good for doing His will and works in us what is pleasing to Him.
No matter how far we’ve strayed, or what peril we’ve gotten into, we can always find; Rest, Rescue, and Refuge in the arms of the “Great Shepherd” Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Benediction:
“Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
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